
 

Photos of Forest Red Gums that are starting to flower around 

the Wyong Golf course   

http://www.florabank.org.au/lucid/key/species%20navigator/

Next Meeting 
Meetings of our Association are conducted on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

(except January) Old Tote rooms in the Gosford Showground. 

Wednesday 20th September 2017  

@ 7.00 pm—9.30 pm 

 
Newbees session will commence from 6.00pm  - 

6.45pm  
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About Our Club 

 

The Central Coast Amateur Beekeepers Association is a non for profit organi-

sation, run completely by a volunteer community.  These members believe in 

education, community sharing and working to bring about a deeper under-

standing of apiarist or beekeeping into the community.   

The Central Coast Amateur Beekeepers – CCABA is a sub branch of the NSW 

Amateur Beekeepers Association.  There are 17 branch members.   

The Central Coast Amateur Beekeepers are a diverse group of like-minded 

individuals that run a variety of beekeeping forms from Langstroth, Warre, 

Flow and Top Bar Hives as well as native beekeeping. 

People interested in natural beekeeping or native beekeeping are also wel-

come to attend.  We have additional meetings for the natural beekeepers, 

who usually meet on the last Tuesday of each month.   

Potential beekeepers with honey flow kits and those who want to simply 

know more about beekeeping are welcomed to join our strong club.   

The club has a strong commitment to education and community awareness 

of the importance of bees in society.   

The Central Coast Amateur Beekeepers Association  (CCABA) is a 

branch member of the NSW Amateur Beekeepers Association 

NSWABA. 

The CCABA Club would like to acknowledge this relationship with 

the NSWABA.  http://www.beekeepers.asn.au 
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Attending Meetings - Protocols 

We are asking all members to wear their name badges to each 

meeting, if you don’t have one, see Barbara Elkins at the meeting and she will organise one for 

you.  This replaces the old style printed card that we retained and put out for each meeting. 

Visitors will also be given a hand written badge for the meeting.   
 
Club Meeting 

The CCABA holds public information evenings on the third Wednesday of each month from 

February to December at the Old Tote rooms in the Gosford Showground. Meetings start at 

7.00pm.   

How to Join 

New members are always welcomed.  See the Treasurer—Ray Isaacs for membership details 

and he will give you information regarding the online application process.   See the web link—

http://www.beekeepers.asn.au for additional information, How to Join the ABA.  Membership 

of the ABA is gained through joining a local branch.   
 

Electronic payment of equipment sales 

Westpac  

Central Coast Beekeepers Assoc.  

BSB 032 629  

Account 110078  

Reference: your name or mobile/home number 

 
Joining and Membership Fees 

Membership is $55 plus your optional personal insurance based on the number of hives you 

have. This is as follows:  

 1-20 hives $45  

 1-50 hives $65  

 1-100 hives $80  

See the web link—http://www.beekeepers.asn.au for additional information, How to Join the 

ABA.  Membership of the ABA is gained through joining a local branch.   

 
Committee Meetings 

Committee meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of each month.   

 
Club Website 

Our club website has additional information regarding educational resources, workshops, 

breaking news.   

 
Club Magazine 

The club produces a monthly e-magazine packed with various documents ranging from presi-

dent’s report to editor’s last words.  Articles for the club magazine are to be submitted by the 

first week of the month. Late articles will be rolled into the next month’s edition.   

Editor—email address:  marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

 
Club Facebook Page and Members Group 

The club has a public Facebook page and a group for members only where members can 

swap information and keep in touch.   
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2017 Committee Members:   

Position held Name and Contact details 

President Len Verrenkamp   

president@centralcoastbees.org 

Vice President Gordon Foster gmfoster@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary Max Rae  secretary@centralcoastbees.org 

Treasurer Ray Isaacs   treasurer@centralcoastbees.org 

Assist secretary Gina Mitchell  

Public officer Jim Hubbard 

Club Apriast Achim  Drescher achim.drescher@gmail.com 

Assist Club Apriast Barry Eslick  gipsyrobaz@hotmail.com 

Equipment Officer 

 

Extraction 

Hart Peters 041 7674 687 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.co 

 

Steve Calcroft 0478142662 

stevecalcroft@live.com.au 

Publicity Officer Barbara Elkins 

Librarian Barry Eslick    gipsyrobaz@hotmail.com 

Catering officer Jacaqueline Filkins 

Newsletter Editor Maria Glabus – marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

mailto:Len@totalfitting.com.au
mailto:marija.glabus68@icloud.com
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Coming Events:  2017 

 

 
September 

Biosecurity DPI Officer, Wyong Orchid Show, Requeening and Splits 

 
October 

Honey products, honey preparation 

 
November 

Solar wax processing 

 
January 

No meeting, no newsletter 

 
February 

Honey preparation for the Shows 

 
March 

General Meeting and Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

 

 

 

Queen Colours 
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Library Resources 

 

 Please ensure that after reading any books from the Bee Library, 

could you return these books for others to gain both knowledge 

and wisdom.   

 The Library’s collection is published in each edition of the news-

letter.   

 Library books—limited to 3 books per member 

 Remember to return the books before being able to borrow 

more books.   
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President’s Report 

Dear members, 

 

American Foul Brood (AFB) is by far the worst issue your hive can have in Australia. It re-

quires the termination of the colony of bees and the burning or irradiation on any equip-

ment that has come into contact with the hive. 

This is what we came across in one of the club hives at the hive inspection workshop a cou-

ple of weeks ago and it certainly made for an interesting day with 20 + beekeepers all get-

ting a good look at the symptoms of AFB, the process of using the match stick test and sub-

sequent confirmation of the infection. The hive had a quite advanced infection, which 

made identification straight forward, however, it did create one unforeseen problem. We 

had a number of beekeepers who had direct contact with the infected frames, along with 

the associated hive tools, gloves etc, etc. Trying to work out who had touched what and 

with which equipment really brought home the importance of Bio Security measures and 

how the discovery of the infection in one colony could all of a sudden be a threat to all of 

the colonies in that apiary, plus the apiaries of the 20 odd beekeepers in attendance. Such 

is the scourge of AFB. The infected colony has now been terminated, the DPI notified as 

AFB is a reportable disease, the frames burnt and the hive boxes, gloves etc. gamma irradi-

ated.   

Did we do it by the book? Probably not, but this will provide an opportunity to look at how 

all future inspections are done and already there are ideas being put forward that will help 

all members manage an issue such as AFB. 

September and October are probably the two busiest months in the year for beekeepers 

with hive inspections required, swarm season in full swing, colony splits, re-queening, etc. 

Hopefully you’re well underway with these tasks where required and have settled on your 

essential Small Hive Beetle strategy for the season. Beetles are already present in hives and 

if your hive is a little weak coming out of winter, and warmer weather on the way, the bee-

tle will get a foot hold as soon as conditions are right. 

Club activity wise our stall at the recent Wyong Orchid show was a great success with the 

club selling out of honey. This event has only been going for a few years and is growing all 

the time. 

Meeting activity this month will be a general discussion session on AFB in the club’s hive and 

controls put in place to carry out further inspections, along with some tips on re-queening 

as we expect a delivery of queens due at the October meeting     

Enjoy the warmer weather and try and do those hive inspections ASAP. 

 

Regards 

Len Verrenkamp 



 

Club Apriast Report  

Spring is here and if you haven’t done so yet, you should get started with your spring inspections. Due to the mild conditions 

during winter, most hives are full of honey. 

Queens are laying large amounts of eggs already. To prevent swarming, you should give her some room. Depending on your 

hive’s strength and whether or not there is room in the brood box, it is a good technique to remove 2 frames from the brood 

box to place in the centre of the first super. Replace the frames with drawn comb or frames with foundation. 

Most importantly, we need to check for disease. Unfortunately, the club’s Spring Inspection Workshop ended sadly, with us 

discovering American Foul Brood (AFB) in the last hive. AFB is a widespread and the deadliest bee disease in Australia. It is 

extremely contagious and requires by law, for the hive to be destroyed. Equipment, boxes and drawn frames can be irradiat-

ed or to be burned in a pit with ashes to be covered by at least 30 cm of soil. 

Despite the depressing discovery, it was a good learning experience. It is a reminder to follow good clean practices when 

opening hives. We learned a great deal of what to do and what to avoid when doing inspections. Here are some of the high-

lights: 

 Inspect hives for disease at least twice a year thoroughly. Spring and Autumn is the minimum. 

 Do not mix frames and boxes or honey between hives and definitely not across sites. 

 Mark all equipment, especially frames to which hive they belong. A hive numbering system is good practice. 

 AFB is mainly spread through shared equipment or robbing. 

 I am in two minds whether it is better to start with strong hives first or weak ones. The weak hives are more likely to be 

diseased. Hence, your inspection ends as soon as you discover disease. However, stirring up strong hives has a lot of 

bees flying around who will start robbing the weak hive when opened. 

 Prevent robbing while any hive is open. Put a towel or sheet on open supers or exposed honey. This should be done 

always as we don’t know whether there is disease until we inspected the brood box. 

 Contain comb and honey within the hive. A good practice is to put the lid upside down and stag supers on top with a 

towel covering it.  

 Ideally put frames on the ground. Beside that, you might kill some crawling on the ground we can transfer in or out of 

the hive this way. I have seen frame holders at the bee supply store that clip on the box that we inspect. Seems to be a 

good idea. 

 Do not clean frames until you are sure there is no disease. Scraps of diseased honey or comb will contaminate the site. 

Ideally leave scraps in the hive - the bees will clean it up. 

In the aftermath of this event I did some research and the links below are the official recommendations of the NSW Depart-

ment of Primary Industries. This is a starting point. Please check with Marija our BioSecurity officer for more detailed proce-

dures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PDF File with Information and Links from DPI 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/66216/American-foulbrood.pdf  
Very Informative Videos on AFB and Hive Beetle 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/pests-diseases/foulbrood-disease/videos 
Treatment Advice from Steritech Irradiation 

http://steritech.com.au/industries/beekeeping/ 

Here is a video how to properly destroy the affected equipment: 

https://youtu.be/Tot5mRhBv3o 

If you need to report here is the online form from DPI 

https://biosecurity.transactcentral.com/Biosecurity/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=biosecurityrisk  

 

 

Disclaimer: If you ask 5 Beekeepers you will get 6 ways of doing things. These are my thoughts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/66216/American-foulbrood.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/pests-diseases/foulbrood-disease/videos
http://steritech.com.au/industries/beekeeping/
https://youtu.be/Tot5mRhBv3o
https://biosecurity.transactcentral.com/Biosecurity/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=biosecurityrisk


 

Club equipment 
 

Equipment Officer 

Hart Peters 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.com 

0417674687 

 

Equipment Officer—Extraction Equipment 

Steve Calcroft 

stevecalcroft@live.com.au 

0478142662 

Price List (as of September 2017) 

 

External Front Feeders        $5.50  

Full Depth Frames (unassembled and sold per 10)    $15.00 

Full Depth Foundation        $1.85 per sheet 

8F Full Depth Boxes (unassembled)      $28.80 

8F Btm Boards (unassembled)       $21.00 

8F Migratory Lids (Unassembled)       $21.00 

8F Metal Queen Excluder        $22.80 

8F Escape Boards         $24.00 

Apithor          $7.00  

Honey club Labels         $0.30  

Plastic Jars with Lid  500gm        $0.65  

Emlocks (Hive Strap)         $14.00 

 

We have 2 wire framing jigs available to club members. There will be a small charge of  50c per 

frame to cover the cost of the eyelets, glue, nails and wire. 

If you want to order items for delivery to next meeting please send me an email on 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.com and I will prepare the order and bring in to the meeting. 

Hart Peters 041 7674 687 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.com 

mailto:hartmut.peters@bigpond.com


 

 

Classifieds 

 

For Sale– Bee Hives 

 Hive Split (already swarmed since split).  Relatively new box, need to check again, but no 

signs of disease, good number of bees.  Cost of replacement box, bottom board, full depth 

frames, foundation and lid, with front feeder.  $150.00 

 Hive 2—Swarm collected.  New box, new full depth frames, and foundation.  New bottom 

board and lid.  Cost replacement of box and equipment.  No signs of disease as swarm col-

lected from hive above.  $150.00 

 Hive 3—Yet another swarm collected.  Good size swarm again from my own apiary site.  

Cost of replacement box and equipment with front feeder.  New bottom board and lid.  

Cost replacement of box and equipment.  No signs of disease as swarm collected from 

hive number 6 (again checked for disease and removal of honey last week) $150.00 

All equipment (boxes, lid) painted white.  Interior treatment—raw linseed oil.   

Contact -043 2683734 :  Maria 

 

Contact Robyn Crosland 0439406096 

 

 Members who need 20 L white food grade buckets available with lids that are cleaned but 

will need a second clean.  Priced at just $5.00 each or 5 for $20.   

 Hessian Bags $2 each 

 Please let Robyn know in advance it you require any of the above items, as Robyn does not 

always carry the stock with her or attend meetings each month.   
 

If you have any excess equipment for sale or are looking for gear, place a for sale or wanted ad 

in the newsletter’s classified section.   Just send the full details in an email to Maria and she will 

add it to the next newsletter.   It’s free, however, it must be related to beekeeping or honey.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Current Resources—CCABA Library  

 

 

 

1 Field Guide to Eucalypts Volume 1 Brooker & Klienig 

2 Honeybee Cemocracy  Thomas D Seeley 

3 Planting Native Trees on Farms Catchment Management Authority 

4 Thorsons Bee Health (2 copies)  Hasnan Walsi 

5 Research Report 1980 - 1995 Honeybee Research & Development 

6 Bussy Bees a Sparkle Book Glenn Johnstone 

7 Queen Rearing L.E Snelgrove 

8 ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture A.I.Root 

9 Native Bees of Sydney Region Anne Dollin & Partners 

10 Swarming it's control and Prevention L.E Snelgrove 

11 The hive and the honeybee Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth 

12 Legend of the hive Maria Owsianka 

13 Bee Friendly Mark Leech 

14 Honey and Pollen Flora Alan Clemson 

15 The beekeepers Handbook Roger. A. Morse 

16 The Complete Handbook of Beekeeping Herbert Mace 

17 Better Beekeeping Kim Flottum 

18 Breeding the Honeybee Brother Adam 

19 The Honeybee James. L. Gould 

20 Bees Biology & Management Peter. G. Kevan 

21 Introduction to Australian Native bees 2nd edi- Dr  Anne Dollin (in folder) 

22 Beecraft 2004 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

23 Beecraft 2006 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

24 A Wprld without Bees Alison Mc Cullum 

25 Beekeeping in New Zealand B.P. Marris 

26 Honey Business Fred Benecke 

27 Foul Brood Desease of Honey Bees FERA 

28 Managing varroa FERA 



 

29 Five hundred answers to bee questions A.I.Root 

30 Backyard bees Doug Purdie 

31 Bees and Honey Joy Lau 

32 Build your own bee keeing equipment Tony Pisano 

33 Bees and Mankind John B. Free 

34 bee keeping in Victoria D.F. Langridge 

35 Bees I. Khalifman 

36 The immigrant Bees Peter Barrett 

37 Honey in Bees in Australia Tarlton Rayment 

38 Bees and Honey Roger Mott 

39 

Backyard bee keeping in Australia and New 

Zealand C.N. Smithers 

40 The bee Book Peter Warhurst & roger Goebel 

41 Australian Stingless Bees John Klumpp 

42 The Beekeepers Lament Hannah Nordhaus 

43 Honey Flora S.T. Blake and C. Roff 

44 The Buzz about bees Jurgen Tautz 

45 Two million blossoms Kirsten S. Traynor, M.S. 

46 Honey, Nature's golden healer Gloria Havenhand 

47 Curative properties of Honey and bee venom N. Yoirish 

48 Top bar beekeeping Les Crowder & Heather Harrell 

49 Contemporary Queen Rearing Harry H. Laidlaw. Jr 

50 Beekeeing for all Abbe Warre 

51 How to keep bees and sell honey Walter T. Kelly 

52 Beginning in bees NSW Dept Agriculture 

53 Honey Cookbook Peter russell Clarke 

54 Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure R.B. Gulliford 

55 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

56 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

57 The Honey Flow Kylie Tennant 

58 Boxes to bar hives Trevor Weatherhead 

59 The bee friendly beekeeper David Heaf 

60 Bees: Karl Von Frisch 

61 Beekeeping the gentle craft John F. Adams 

62 Guide to bees and honey Ted Hooper 

63 The Australian Beekeeping Manual Robert Owen 

64 The Bee  Friendly Garden Doug Purdie 



 

New Stories for this month of September 

 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/antisocial-bees-point-to-autism-s-ancient-genetic-

origins 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/saving-worlds-crops-bee-vaccine 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/social-sciences/how-honeybees-make-house-hunting-decisions 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/how-beekeepers-help-deadly-parasites-thrive?

utm_source=Today+in+Cosmos+Magazine&utm_campaign=59f83007a8-

RSS_EMAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5f4ec2b124-59f83007a8-179915969 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/10/bees-learn-by-watching-each-other-bumblebees 

utm_source=NatGeocom&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=inside_20161103_intl&utm_campaig

n=Content&utm_rd=17740492 

Australian tea tree farm gets $1.49m injection to develop 'medical cannabis honey' https://

au.finance.yahoo.com/news/australian-tea-tree-farm-just-174641457.html?soc_src=social-

sh&soc_trk=ma  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-08/colony-collapse-ten-years-after-crisis-what-is-

happening-to-bees/8507408 

It's a decade since US beekeepers first noticed that their bees were mysteriously dying. Now we 

know much more about colony collapse disorder, raising hopes that we can turn bees' fortunes 

around. 

http://sciencewithmrsb.weebly.com/genetic-variation.html 

http://sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2017/02/01/swarm-relations.html 

http://www.talkingwithbees.com/beekeeping-how-to-guides/bee-hygiene 

 

Other interesting articles to read (updated from last newsletter) 

 

The Secret Life of Bees 

With camera in hand, insect photographer James Dorey traveled the country capturing the di-

versity of our native bees up close. 
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2017/06/the-secret-life-of-bees/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Editor’s Last Words 

Disease, is appears to be on the agenda, with the DPI announcing that the month of October is 

AFB month.   Beekeepers need to be informed, not just of AFB but all diseases, including newly 

emerging diseases.  Know your bees and their habits.  Understand how disease is transmitted 

from bee to bee, from other possible vectors.  Know the symptoms of all diseases and know how 

to recognize these disease.  Be proactive with disease management and work towards a healthy 

apiary site.   

American foulbrood (AFB) disease is the most serious brood disease of honey bees in New South 

Wales (NSW). It is caused by the bacterium Paenibacillus larvae.  

 Signs of the disease  

• Brood infected with AFB generally dies after the cells have been capped over and larvae are 

stretched out on their backs with their heads towards the cell cappings.  

• Affected brood becomes discoloured, turning light brown at first then darker brown as the dis-

ease progresses.  

• After 1 month, infected brood dries to a dark scale which adheres to the wall of the cell. In cas-

es where the mouthparts have developed, that is, when the larva dies at an older age, the fine 

threadlike tongue of the dead pupa is sometimes attached to the top side of the cell  

 

Each beekeeper will have a slightly different system of managing their site.  But like human 

health, you are what you eat, and so it is for bees.  Each one of my hives has its own water 

source that I keep topped up.  There are huge pots which contain more water and water plants 

in the vicintity.  I try to control where my bees locate water, and the bees are busy collecting wa-

ter, particularly on those warm days pushing 30 plus.  Consider all water as possible source of 

contamination?  

The beekeeper should consider implementing a barrier system to reduce cross-contamination of 

diseased and clean hive materials within and between apiaries.   I’ve tried to work with this barri-

er system, all hives (brood box, honey super and ideals) are numbered to ensure that all equip-

ment stays with that particular hive.  A great system if you can keep to it.  With swarming and col-

lection of bees, all the spare boxes are used up.  The use of a barrier system has proven benefits. 

This can be an apiary barrier or individual hive barrier system. The main form of barrier system in 

practice is one where the materials (boxes and frames) are kept separate, that is, the boxes of 

honey removed from an apiary for extraction are returned to that apiary and not another. It is 

possible to have the same system for single hives where boxes, frames etc. are always placed 

back on the same hives.  (taken from the DPI—June 2015 Primefact 209 third edition) 

Note that AFB spores remain viable for more than 35 years in stored hive materials etc. and are 

able to spread infection.  

Yes I may be the Biosecurity officer for our local club, but I’m not the authority on such matters.  

Putting in place a series of practices or policies, is only as good as the people who are prepared 

to follow this system.  How many non registered, local beekeepers do we have living among us? 

The new honey flow system is of concern as many are not actively practising beekeeping meth-

odology or maintenance.   The club has done the right thing by informing club members. Gam-

ma sterilisation of all equipment that came into contact with the hive is being undertaken to min-

imise risk.  But will that message hit all beekeepers? Check your hives, work cleanly and efficient-

ly, minimise robbing and take precautions to minimise the spread of disease.   

 

Maria Glabus 

Save the World, Save the bee! 

 



DPI Testing 

Subject: Introduction of Terms and Conditions for testing with NSW DPI Laboratory Services 

  
Introduction of Terms and Conditions for testing with NSW DPI Laboratory Services 

NSW DPI Laboratory Services offers a range of services including veterinary and plant health di-

agnostics, edible oil testing and animal feed testing. We conduct over 300,000 diagnostic and 

analytical tests a year for our customers in NSW, Australia and overseas, as well as being respon-

sive to assist in biosecurity emergency events. 

  

The introduction of Terms and Conditions for the testing services offered by NSW DPI Laboratory 

Services enhances our commitment to providing world class, quality assured testing for our cus-

tomers. 

 

The NSW DPI Laboratory Services Terms and Conditions: 

 

·  outline the obligations of both NSW DPI Laboratory Services and our customers in relation 

to testing; 

·  specifies how samples should arrive at the laboratory and that an assessment will be 

made in relation to whether they are fit for testing and accompanied by adequate test-

ing information; and 

·  details information related to intellectual property rights, warranties, liabilities, indemnity 

and dispute resolution. 

 

What happens next?  

The new Terms and Conditions will be introduced on 1 May 2017. From this date, you will need to 

tick a box at the bottom of the laboratory submission form each time you submit samples to the 

laboratory, indicating that you agree to the Terms and Conditions of testing, which are attached 

to this email and can be found at our website. 

  

You can download a copy of the new forms at our website: 

·  Veterinary specimen advice 

·  Footrot specimen advice 

·  Genetic testing specimen advice 

·  Parasitology specimen advice 

·  Equine export specimen advice 

 

From this date, samples that arrive at the laboratory in a condition where they are unable to 

be tested, or without adequate supporting documentation will no longer be accepted for testing. 

NSW DPI Laboratory Services has prepared a series of short instructional videos that will assist you 

in better understanding the requirements for packing and shipping samples to the laboratory. 

  
Further information 

If you require further information about NSW DPI Laboratory Services please contact us on 1800 

675 623 or laboratory.services@dpi.nsw.gov.au. You can also visit our website 

at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/labs. 

  

Kind regards 

Jason 

 

Jason Williams | Team Leader Customer Services 

NSW DPI Laboratory Services 

NSW Department of Primary Industries | Biosecurity & Food Safety 

EMAI | Woodbridge Road, Menangle NSW 2568 | Private Bag 4008 | Narellan NSW 2567  

T: 1800 675 623 | F:  +61 2 4640 6400 

E:  laboratory.services@dpi.nsw.gov.au   

W: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/labs 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/services/laboratory-services/customer-service
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/680425/vet-specimen-advice.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/680587/footrot-specimen-advice.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/680588/genetic-testing-specimen-advice.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/680558/parasitology-specimen-advice.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/680578/equine-export-specimen-advice.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/services/laboratory-services/veterinary/veterinary-test-list/collecting-and-submitting-samples-for-veterinary-testing
mailto:laboratory.services@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/labs
mailto:kelly.collins@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/labs


 

 

Material Safety Data Sheets  

 

Use of apithor 

https://www.apithor.com.au/index.html 

 

Use of diatomaceous earth 

https://www.sciencelab.com/msds.php?msdsId=9923703 

 

 

Any chemical that is used on the hive or near the hive, become familiar with the material safety 

data sheet.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Medical Properties Manuka Honey 

The question was raised whether the probiotic effect of Manuka Honey conflicted with its anti-

bacterial properties and wether one should eat Yogurt with Manuka Honey to protect you self 

against its antibacterial properties.   

 

All raw honey contains unique features that make it antibacterial and anti- fungal. 

Manuka Honey from New Zeeland is produced from the Leptospermum Scoparium bush. It con-

tains unique antibacterial properties not found in most other honey.   

These properties are: 

 Honey contains Hydrogen Peroxide. This is formed by a chemical reaction between en-

zymes that the bee produces to break down glucose. Hydrogen Peroxide is very unstable in 

air and water but in honey it is very stable and has the ability to destroy certain bacteria 

and fungi .  Honey has a Low pH. of 4 that can inhibit bacterial and fungal growth  

 Honey has low moisture content of 18%. This causes fluids to move from a higher concentra-

tion in the bacteria to lower concentration in the honey (osmosis). This dehydrates bacterial 

cells and thus kills bacteria. 

 Non-Peroxide Activity (NPA) – this antibacterial activity is not found in all honey but is high in 

Manuka Honey. It is measured in UMF (Unique Manuka Factor). The higher the UMF the 

more NPA is present and the more potent the antibacterial properties of the honey are. 

  UMF 0-5   Low  

  UMF 5-10    Medium  

  UMF 10-20     High   

  UMF above 20    Very High 

 

 Methylglyoxal  (MGO) is only found in Manuka Honey. MGO is an antiseptic agent that de-

stroys cells. MGO can destroy most human cells and is found in many food types. However 

our bodies contains enzymes that can protect us from MGO. When MGO is confined in hon-

ey it will not damage human cells but can kill some harmful bacteria. MGO levels are dis-

played on labels alongside   UMF to predict the potency of the antibacterial effect of the 

honey.   

 

  UMF 0-5 Low       MGO 30 

  UMF 5-10  Medium    MGO  100  

  UMF 10-20  High     MGO 250- 400 

  UMF above 20  Very High   MGO 550 ++ 

 

 It has been scientific proven that when Manuka honey is applied directly to open wounds 

(or swallowed ) it can destroy some harmful bacteria and fungi. 

  Keep in mind that it’s only with direct contact between the honey and the bacteria/fungi 

that the above mentioned properties of Manuka honey will destroy or inhibit bacterial and 

fungal growth. Because of Manuka Honeys unique properties it is used in wound dressings 

against harmful resistant bacteria. 

 However you would need at least a 20% Manuka Honey solution applied for 6 hours in di-

rect contact with the bacteria to kill 90 % of the harmful bacteria. 

 Ingested Manuka honey does not achieve this because it gets diluted in the stomach with 

bile, pancreatic enzymes and other fluids. . The Ph. of the stomach is 7.5 and this will neu-

tralize the acidic properties of honey. Ingested honey in its diluted lower concentration and 

higher Ph. will lose its antibacterial effect.  As the honey passes through the small and large 

intestine it further gets hydrolysed with enzymes and therefor has no antibacterial proper-

ties.  



 

 

 

 Studies were conducted where Manuka Honey was fed to mice in large dosages that 

showed some antibacterial activity in  their stomachs  

 All the studies conducted on humans have thus far failed and the conclusion is that ingest-

ed Manuka honey has no antibacterial effect. 

 

 Probiotic and prebiotic effects of honey 

 

In your mouth, tongue, throat, stomach, and gut you have a balance of good and bad bac-

teria.  

The good bacteria is non infectious and play a role in your immune system, by regulating the 

bad bacteria, improve digestion of food , eliminate toxins and curb obesity. 

 

 

Probiotics are microorganisms found in products like yogurt, Yakult they   boost your levels of 

good bacteria in your gut.  

Prebiotic is a food substance that feeds and improves your good bacteria levels in your gut. 

 

All raw honey has proven Prebiotic properties that feed good bacteria in the gut e.g. Capila-

no Beeotic Prebiotic Honey 

 

Recently in Sweden it was proven that raw honey contains probiotic microorganisms that sup-

plement the gut with good bacteria. These good bacteria is found in honey is not affected by 

the antibacterial properties found in the same honey.   

 

Commercial honey is pasteurised with heat to kill off microorganisms that can enhance fer-

mentation. During that process the probiotic, prebiotic and antibacterial properties of the 

honey are destroyed. 

 

The conclusion is that the antibacterial properties of raw and Manuka honey  are not going to  

destroy its probiotic  benefits when consumed and  you don’t have to eat food like yogurt 

with UMF 20 +Manuka honey to protect yourself against its antibacterial properties . Eating 

Manuka or raw honey has no medical antibacterial properties and it’s only beneficial for topi-

cal use.  

 

Ingesting UMF honey +20 is safe and eating 1 teaspoon of raw honey a day has positive 

health benefits use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name Contact number Email Collection area & Postcode

Hart Peters 0417674687 hartmut.peters@bigpond.com Bensville, Empire Bay

Barry Eslick 0414769337 gipsyrobaz@hotmail.com The Entrance, Bateau Bay

James Mahoney 0409993639 jamesmahoney51@hotmail.com All Areas Central Coast

Rodger Dixon

0415079406 

43551373 rogelle9@tpg.com.au Wyong, Dooralong Valley, Yarramlong Valley

Richard Reilly 0428 454500 richard.reilly27@gmail.com All Areas Central Coast

Edward Simon 0413489898 edwardsimon@bigpond.com Gosford & Wyong 2250/2251

Max Rae 0424168590 mx_rae@yahoo.com.au Matcham, Erina, Green Point, 2250

Maria Glabus 0432683734 marija.glabus68@icloud.com Toukley & Swansea

Brian Sawyer 0418965630
basawyer@bluecork.com

Erina Killcare MacMasters beach Kincumber Avoca 

Copacabana 2250 2251

Ray Isaacs 0433393901 rwji@bigpond.com 
Saratoga/Davistown/Kincumber

Barbara Elkins 0419742388 barbaraelkins@ozemail.com.au Bateau Bay to Terrigal

Don Suthers 43551101 dgsuthers@activ8.net.au Wyong The Entrance 2259

Johan DeKock 042 33999 567 jdekock1@bigpond.com Holgate Erina Wamberal Terrigal

Bridget Gibbins
0416 393294 b_speller@hotmail.com Terrigal, Erina, Erina heights, Wamberal,2260

Ray Sanna 0404221783 raysanna@hotmail.com     Wyong & Gosford 2251 2250 

Matt Weight 0419617192
mm.computingservices@gmail.com

Gosford Lisarow Ourimbah Somersby Tuggerah 

Terrigal and surrounding areas (within 15kms, 

2250) 
Tony Clark 0419214179 tclark@multiforte.com.au Lisarow, Tumbi,Wamberal. 2250

Karen Sutton-Ward 0430171377 karensw66@gmail.com Wyong – Gosford 

Peter Clark
0408675367

Jackie.clarke6@bigpond.com
Woy Woy, Gosford, Kariong, Somersby areas and in 

between

Stewart Suesse 0412704167 suesse@aapt.net.au Ourimbah to Wyong 2261

Peter Annabel 0413331544 peter.honey58@gmail.com Coast from Toukley to Terrigal

Edward Simon 0413 48 98 98

edwardsimon@bigpond.com Ourimbah, Lisarow, Tuggerah, Mardi, Wyong, 

Wyoming, Shelly Beach, Killarney Vale, Berkley Vale

Helen Borrowdale 0431568812 hborrowdale@exemail.com.au

Kulnura, Mangrove, Somersby, Yarramalong, 

Wyong. 2250

Chris Gore 0413363194 chriskareng@yahoo.com.au

Somersby, Kariong,Peats Ridge and surrounding 

areas 2250

Mark Eder
0409902810  

43561885
onthemark99@gmail.com

Gosford  Wyong Mangrove mountain Kulnura 

Yaramalong anywhere in between Will do in walls  

John Holland 0407061935 johnholland369@optusnet.com.au

Bateau Bay, Tumbi Umbi, Killarney Vale, Long Jetty, 

The Entrance, Berkeley Vale Chittaway (all of 2261 

postcode).

Elisabeth Blik 0457 121 707 ejblik@gmail.com Terrigal, Erina, Nth Avoca, Wamberal

Gina Mitchell 0406320320 mymoonthyme@gmail.com Pearl Beach,Umina,Woy Woy,Pretty Beach, Killcare

Dean Pinsak 0452221784 deanpinsak@yahoo.com.au Terrigal, Forresters, Wamberal,Bateau Bay

Hao Jiang 0416187362 Woy Woy

Jim Mitchell 0418864265 familymitch@optusnet.com.au Kariong to Woy Woy

Joe Bauer 43621594 All Areas Central Coast

Achim Drescher 0418224196 achim.drescher@gmail.com Brooklyn to Hornsby

Ron Collins 0417230898 rfcollins@gmail.com Kulnura,  2250

Mick Gentle 0423540605 mgentlehaveneducation.nsw.edu.au Woy Woy to Wyong, MacMasters beach

Yves Martin 0419361908 ymartin.pstt@gmail.com Wyee Point, Wyee 2259

ABACC 2017/2018 season Swarm collector list
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American foulbrood disease—
inspection management
John Rhodes 

Livestock Officer 

Intensive Industries Development, Tamworth 

Introduction 
Once American foulbrood disease (AFB) has 
been identified in one or more hives 
owned/managed by a beekeeper then an 
effective eradication program requires all hives to 
be inspected on a regular basis until they are 
able to be declared free from AFB. 

Depending on the level of infection present in the 
apiaries, AFB can be expected to be eradicated 
from all apiaries in three to five rounds of 
inspections carried out at 6–8 week intervals. 
When it takes more than five rounds of 
inspections then it may mean: 

(i) the procedure has been modified so that it 
is less effective, e.g. inspections are more 
than 8 weeks apart; 

(ii) there is an unidentified source of infection 
reinfecting the apiaries, e.g. use of stored 
or purchased used beehive materials. 

Every brood frame in every hive in every apiary 
owned/managed by the beekeeper is to be 
inspected at each round of inspections. 

 Step 1 

(i) When each hive is being inspected  

• Examine every cell in every frame 
under the queen excluder. 

• Use a toothpick or match to uncap 
any cells that look different from other 
capped cells—particularly examine 
dark-coloured cappings. 

• Check any capped cells in small 
groups isolated from other capped 
cells. 

• Check the outside frames for dead 
brood or scales. 

 

(ii) Keep robbing to a minimum 

 Between hives in an apiary: 

• Stop working before robbing starts, 
leave the apiary and come back 
another time. 

• Always cover exposed frames, e.g. in 
a spare brood box covered with a lid. 

• Attend to weak/vulnerable hives 
before they are robbed out. 

• If robbing conditions continue over a 
period of time, move the apiary to a 
site where nectar is available. 
 

 From dead-out hives: 

• Seal and remove dead-out hives from 
the apiary as soon as possible. 
 

 From extracting and storage sheds: 

• Bee-proof all areas where bees are 
able to rob honey, pollen, wax and 
propolis, e.g. honey drums, supers 
containing frames of honey and 
extracted frames, wax rendering 
areas, slumgum storage, old hive 
materials etc. Use bee-proof sheds, 
shipping containers, nets etc. to 
protect stored materials. 
 

 From other beekeepers’ premises / 
storage areas / suspect apiary sites: 

• Do not use apiary sites within 3 km of 
suspected risk areas. From your 
records identify the apiary site where 
you consider your bees became 
infected. 
 
 

 



(iii) Practise strict hygiene 

• Have a bucket of water, soap and a 
towel to keep your hands, clothing and 
boots clean from honey during 
inspections. 

• Clean up honey that drips onto the 
ground, hive lids etc. to prevent 
initiating robbing behaviour. 

• Place each used toothpick/match 
(remove head) into the hive in which it 
was used, to prevent spreading 
disease to other hives. 

• Heat-sterilise your hive tool after 
finding a positive or suspect AFB hive, 
and before going to a new apiary. 

• Wash smoker bellows, gloves and hive 
tool regularly, and before going to a 
new apiary. 

(iv) Visit each apiary solely for the purpose 
of carrying out an AFB inspection 

Other hive inspection related work should 
not be attempted at the same time as an 
AFB inspection is carried out. This will 
reduce your ability to concentrate on your 
prime purpose and diseased brood may 
be missed. Missed diseased brood add 
significantly to eradication costs by 
increasing the number of rounds of 
inspections required. 

(v) Clearly mark suspect hives 

Mark suspect hives so they can be found 
again. If you have doubts whether the 
brood is positive for AFB, take a sample, 
preferably a smear, for a laboratory 
examination and treat the hive as positive 
until cleared (see Agnote DAI-209 
Samples for bee disease diagnosis). 

(vi) Move AFB apiaries at night 

• In apiaries where AFB has been 
confirmed, move apiaries with 
entrances closed at night to reduce 
drifting of bees between hives in the 
load. 

• Where practical, inspect each apiary 
just before moving and identify positive 
AFB hives. Move the clean hives first 
and come back within 48 hours to 
process the AFB hives. 

(vii) Management of hives with AFB 

• Any dead or near-dead hives should 
have all entrances blocked 
immediately. 

• Adult bees should be killed and the 
hive materials made bee-proof as soon 

as possible, preferably within 48 hours 
of the disease being identified. 

• Where brood is allowed to emerge 
before killing the adult bees, then 
management of the hives is required to 
prevent robbing from the infected 
hives. 

• Material from infected hives is to be 
destroyed by burning or burying, or by 
irradiating (see Agnote DAI-35 
Sending beehives for irradiation). 

• Details of procedures are available 
from Apiary Officers. 

(viii) Records 

The beekeeper is required to keep written 
records of all inspections and the results 
of those inspections as prescribed by a 
Regulatory Officer. AFB is a notifiable 
disease under the Apiaries Act 1985. The 
Regulatory Officer is to be notified with 
details of all new confirmed and suspect 
positive hives. 

 

(ix) Barrier system 

The beekeeper should consider 
implementing a barrier system to reduce 
cross-contamination of diseased and 
clean hive materials within and between 
apiaries. 

Step 2 
A further inspection of all hives in all apiaries, 6–
8 weeks after the date of the first inspection, is 
required. Destruction and/or irradiation of 
identified infected hives/materials are to be 
carried out under instructions from a Regulatory 
Officer. 

The most suitable time period between 
inspections is 6–8 weeks. Inspections less than 
6 weeks apart will miss infected larvae which 
have not decomposed sufficiently to be 
recognised as AFB by visual inspection. 
Inspections later than 8 weeks apart will allow 
hives containing infectious larval remains to be 
present in apiaries where they are vulnerable to 
robbing by bees from their own or nearby 
apiaries, and from worker bees drifting from 
infected hives into nearby hives. 

Step 3 
Step 2 is repeated with continued inspections of 
all apiaries 6–8 weeks apart until two 
consecutive inspections result in zero hives 
being found with visual signs of AFB. 
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Step 4 
Once two consecutive inspections free from AFB 
have been achieved the situation should be 
discussed with your Regulatory Officer to 
complete inspection requirements of your 
apiaries. 

As a final check, after the next round of 
extractions of honey, a sample of honey from 
each apiary should be forwarded to a NSW 
Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) 
laboratory for analysis for the presence of AFB 
spores. Responsibility for payment of costs 
associated with honey samples should be 
determined before sending the samples to the 
laboratory (see Agnote DAI-209 for addresses). 

Note: AFB spores remain viable for more than 
35 years in stored hive materials etc. and are 
able to spread infection. 
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Doug Somerville, Technical Specialist Bees, Goulburn 
 
American foulbrood (AFB) disease is the most 
serious brood disease of honey bees in New 
South Wales (NSW). It is caused by the 
bacterium Paenibacillus larvae. In Australia it has 
been found in all states. 

It is a notifiable disease under the NSW Apiaries 
Act 1985. There is a persistent low level of 
infection in NSW. Early and accurate diagnosis of 
this disease is essential if control is to be 
effective. 

Examining brood 
Honey bee colonies must be carefully examined 
for disease several times each year. Brood 
should be thoroughly examined for AFB at least 
twice a year, in spring and autumn. 

Remove each brood comb from the colony, and 
shake or brush most of the bees into the box, or 
at the entrance, leaving the comb clear for 
examination. Hold the comb by the top bar, with 
the light coming over your shoulder, so it shines 
on the lower sides of the brood cells. Hold the 
comb at such an angle that the light reaches the 
base of the cells being examined. 

Examine each comb in a regular pattern, so all 
areas of the comb are thoroughly checked. 

Signs of the disease 
• Brood infected with AFB generally dies after 

the cells have been capped over and larvae 
are stretched out on their backs with their 
heads towards the cell cappings. 

• Affected brood becomes discoloured, turning 
light brown at first then darker brown as the 
disease progresses. 

• After 1 month, infected brood dries to a dark 
scale which adheres to the wall of the cell. In 
cases where the mouthparts have developed, 
that is, when the larva dies at an older age, 
the fine threadlike tongue of the dead pupa is 
sometimes attached to the top side of the cell  

Figure 1. Healthy sealed brood. American 
foulbrood affects the sealed brood stage. One cell 
has the capping removed to show the age at which 
most larvae die from the disease. 

 

Photo: B Ward 

(see Figures 2 and 3). This is a characteristic 
feature of AFB. 

•  Cappings over dead brood cells sink 
inwards, become moist and have a 
discoloured dark chocolate or purple 
appearance. Some of these capped cells are 
punctured, the result of attempts by bees to 
remove the dead brood. Other cells may 
have the cappings totally removed, leaving 
the remains exposed. These remains are 
infective. 

• If a matchstick is thrust into the dead brood 
before the scale stage has developed, and 
then removed, the semi-fluid remains are 
drawn out in a ropy thread 3–5 cm long (see 
Figure 4). This ropy consistency is 
characteristic of AFB. 

• In heavily infected colonies the brood has a 
scattered, uneven pattern due to the 
intermingling of healthy cells with uncapped 
cells, and capped cells of dead brood with 
punctured and sunken cappings. This 
‘peppered’ appearance of the brood usually 
allows AFB to be distinguished from 
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European foulbrood (EFB). In AFB the 
cappings are discoloured, while in EFB the 
cappings are not normally discoloured to any 
great extent. 

Figure 2. Brood affected with American foulbrood. 
The caps on the sealed brood are concave and 
perforated. In a number of the cells black scales 
can be seen on the lower ‘v’ of the cell. One cell 
shows the tongue of a diseased pupa attached to 
the top of the cell. 

 

Photo: M Hill 

 

Figure 3. Diagram showing the effect of American 
foulbrood 

 

 
 

 

Figure 4. When the larva first dies the diseased 
material ropes or strings out when touched with a 
match. Later the diseased material dries to form a 
black scale. 

 

Photo: B Ward 

Spread 
The most common method of spread of AFB is 
by use of contaminated equipment in healthy 
colonies. Interchange of equipment within the 
apiary should be done with the greatest of care to 
avoid spreading any brood disease. 

Colonies may also become infected if bees are 
allowed to consume contaminated honey. 

Exposing honey in the open to robber bees is 
illegal under the Apiaries Act. 

In wild or feral colonies, robbing of contaminated 
honey from colonies which have died from the 
disease is the major mode of spread. 

Diagnosis 
An experienced beekeeper can usually make a 
field diagnosis of AFB on the basis of the signs 
already described. Occasionally it becomes 
necessary to depend on laboratory diagnosis 
when very early infections, or dual infections with 
EFB, are encountered. 

Laboratory diagnosis is carried out by 
microscopic examination for evidence of the 
bacteria that cause AFB. 

Beekeepers can avail themselves of laboratory  
diagnosis by submitting a sample of infected 
brood comb, or a smear of suspect brood on a 
glass microscope slide, to the nearest Regional 
Veterinary Laboratory, accompanied by a 
covering letter explaining the condition of the 
colony and the suspected disease. Refer to 
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Primefact 895 Samples for bee disease 
diagnosis. A cost may be charged for samples 
submitted for diagnosis. Contact your nearest 
laboratory for current details. 

Treatment 
AFB is a notifiable disease under the Apiaries 
Act. Any beekeeper who suspects this disease is 
present in their colonies must notify their nearest 
apiary inspector. Refer to ‘Directory of 
beekeeping services’ at: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/reader/honeybees 
or contact your nearest NSW Department of 
Primary Industries (NSW DPI) office for details. 

Infected materials are either burnt or sterilised 
using gamma irradiation. In both situations the 
colony is killed. The two methods of treating AFB-
infected materials have been historically very 
successful in minimising the incidence of this 
disease in NSW. The incidence of AFB is much 
lower than other frequently occurring brood 
diseases such as EFB, sacbrood and chalkbrood 
disease. 

The burning of infected materials should be 
carried out in a pit so as to contain any wax and 
honey. Local fire restrictions must be adhered to 
if burning is used to dispose of infected materials. 
The remaining ashes must be covered with 30 
cm of soil.  

Sterilisation using gamma irradiation of 
contaminated hive material is also available. Any 
honey is removed and extracted. The bees in the 
infected colonies are killed, then burnt or buried 
under at least 30 cm of soil. The extracted 
combs, boxes, hive covers, bottom boards and 
queen excluders are prepared for irradiation. 
After sterilisation the hive materials are restocked 
with disease-free bees. For further details on 
preparation of equipment for irradiation, refer to: 
http://www.steritech.com.au/content/agriculture-
and-pet 

Avoiding major disease 
outbreaks 
Beekeepers can and should regularly take action 
to minimise the potential danger of AFB in their 
colonies. They should frequently inspect the 
brood in their colonies, and contact their local 
apiary Regulatory Officer if any abnormalities are 
discovered. More than one disease can occur in 
a colony at one time. 

Colonies can be placed in irregular patterns to 
reduce the chance of worker bees ‘drifting’ into 
neighbouring colonies. Do not feed honey to 
bees, unless the source is known to be disease-

free. Never expose honey to bees in the open, as 
robbing may result, spreading any disease 
present. 

The use of a barrier system has proven benefits. 
This can be an apiary barrier or individual hive 
barrier system. The main form of barrier system 
in practice is one where the materials (boxes and 
frames) are kept separate, that is, the boxes of 
honey removed from an apiary for extraction are 
returned to that apiary and not another. It is 
possible to have the same system for single 
hives where boxes, frames etc. are always 
placed back on the same hives. 

If you suspect disease, send a slide or sample of 
brood to the Regional Veterinary Laboratory. For 
further details, contact your nearest NSW DPI 
office. 

Further information 
• American foulbrood disease – inspection 

management (Primefact 39) 

• Beekeepers and registration—NSW Apiaries 
Act 1985  (Primefact 193) 

• American Foulbrood and Small Hive Beetle in 
bees - video series 

• Samples for bee disease diagnosis  (Primefact 
895) 

• American foulbrood – barrier systems 
(Primefact 824) 

• American foulbrood in NSW  (Primefact 878) 
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http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/117089/samples-for-bee-disease-diagnosis.pdf
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American foulbrood positive diagnosis – 
what should you do?
Mick Rankmore 

Regulatory Specialist, Apiaries, Gunnedah 

Bee diseases and their characteristic signs can be 
very confusing to many beekeepers. Wrong diagnosis 
can be a major problem, particularly when serious 
brood diseases are involved such as American 
foulbrood (AFB). 

AFB disease is the most serious brood disease of 
bees in NSW. It is caused by the bacterium 
Paenibacillus larvae. In Australia, it has been found in 
all states. It is a disease of economic importance to 
the individual beekeeper and to the bee industry, as 
infection may lead to serious economic loss through 
the destruction of colonies and loss of production.  

Beekeepers can obtain accurate diagnoses by 
sending samples of suspect material to NSW DPI 
Regional Veterinary Laboratories. 

If you receive a positive laboratory report for AFB you 
are advised to: 
• Examine all brood combs in the hives in the 

infected apiary within 2 weeks, and all other hives 
owned or managed by you within 6 weeks. 

• If you do not think you are able to recognise AFB 
signs, contact a NSW Department of Primary 
Industries Apiary Officer or Regulatory Officer for 
advice. 

• Notify an Inspector (regulatory officer) immediately 
if any hives appear to have suspicious signs. 

Note: American foulbrood is a notifiable disease under 
the NSW Apiaries Act 1985. 

Keep any hives showing signs of disease isolated 
from hives that appear healthy. Make sure you do not 
transfer infection. 

• Do not use infected material in healthy hives. 
• Do not transfer combs or any hive components 

from diseased to healthy hives. 
• Kill infected colonies as soon as practical and 

either prepare for irradiation (see Primefact  194 
American foulbrood disease – sending beehive 
material for irradiation) or burn infected material in 
a hole and cover remains with at least 30 cm of 
soil. Take note of any fire restrictions. 

• Always handle healthy hives before diseased ones. 
• Do not feed antibiotics to infected hives as this only 

masks the problem. 
• Always inspect weaker non-performing colonies to 

determine the reason. 
• Do not expose honey to robber bees. 
• Do not under any circumstances allow infected 

colonies to die out and allow robber bees access to 
infected material. This will seriously increase the 
disease problem in the apiary and surrounding 
area. 

Re-examine your hives every two months to make 
sure that you have found all the diseased hives. 
Report any suspicious or positive signs of AFB to an 
inspector. 
Phone NSW Department of Primary Industries on  
(02) 6741 8374 or refer to the web at 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/honey-
bees/contacts  

Further information 
Primefact 672 American foulbrood overview. 
Primefact 209 .American foulbrood
Primefact 39 American foulbrood disease – inspection 
management. 
Agnote DAI209 Samples for disease diagnosis (what 
to send). 

© State of New South Wales through NSW Department of 
Primary Industries 2008. You may copy, distribute and 
otherwise freely deal with this publication for any purpose, 
provided that you attribute NSW Department of Primary 
Industries as the owner. 

ISSN 1832-6668 

Check for updates of this Primefact at: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts  

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is 
based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing 
(January 2008). However, because of advances in 
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that 
information upon which they rely is up to date and to check 
currency of the information with the appropriate officer of 
New South Wales Department of Primary Industries or the 
user’s independent adviser.  
Job number 8514 
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Notifiable animal diseases in NSW
March 2014, Primefact 1335, ninth edition 

Bronwyn Hendry, Animal Biosecurity Strategy and Standards, Orange 

 
A number of animal diseases are notifiable under 

NSW legislation. This means that there is a legal 

obligation to notify authorities if you know or 

suspect that an animal has one of these 

diseases. 

By remaining vigilant and notifying as soon as 

you suspect a notifiable disease, you can play a 

vital role in protecting livestock industries and 

preventing disease spread to animals and 

possibly to humans. 

Why are certain diseases notifiable? 

Most notifiable animal diseases are diseases that 

are exotic to Australia, e.g. foot and mouth, 

rabies, mad cow disease. If established here, 

such diseases could impact severely on trade, 

human health, livestock production or the 

environment. 

Many of these diseases are subject to an 

international obligation to notify if any cases 

occur. Others are notifiable because of an 

agreement between jurisdictions in Australia.  

A few diseases are notifiable in NSW even 

though they already exist (are endemic) in other 

parts of Australia. This is usually because NSW 

wants to prevent these diseases from becoming 

established in our state.  

Some other diseases that already exist in NSW 

are notifiable because there is a disease control 

program in place, or because of zoonotic 

potential, or because livestock or their products 

have to be certified in terms of disease.  

Who has to notify? 

Notification obligations are detailed in section 9 of 

the Stock Diseases Act 1923, section 7 of the 

Animal Diseases and Animal Pests (Emergency 

Outbreaks) Act 1991 and section 22 of the 

Apiaries Act 1985.  

You can view the Acts at  

Stock Diseases of Animals Act 1923 

Animal Diseases and Animal Pests (Emergency 

Outbreaks) Act 1991 

Apiaries Act 1985 

They require members of the public such as 

stock owners, veterinarians or other persons who 

are consulted about stock, to promptly notify 

authorities if they know or suspect an animal has 

a notifiable disease. 

What is the best way to notify? 

Emergency animal diseases include most of the 

exotic diseases and a few serious endemic 

diseases such as anthrax. 

If you suspect that the notifiable disease is an 

emergency animal disease, you should 

immediately notify in one of the following ways: 

 Phone your Local Land Services on 1300 

795 299, or  

 Contact a NSW Department of Primary 

Industries veterinarian or regulatory 

officer. 

 Call the emergency animal disease 

hotline – 1800 675 888 – which is 

monitored 24 hours a day. 

Notifications for non-emergency animal 

diseases can be made in one of the following 

ways: 

 Phone your Local Land Services on 1300 

795 299, or  

 Contact a NSW Department of Primary 

Industries veterinarian or regulatory 

officer. 

 By notifying on-line at 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/live

stock/health/general/notifiable-animal-

diseases-nsw/animal-disease-form 

 By fax or email, by filling in the NSW 

notifiable animal disease form, included 

at the end of this factsheet and faxing it 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/aboutus/about/legislation-acts/stock-diseases
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/aboutus/about/legislation-acts/animal-diseases-emergency-outbreaks
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/aboutus/about/legislation-acts/animal-diseases-emergency-outbreaks
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/aboutus/about/legislation-acts/apiaries
http://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/health/general/notifiable-animal-diseases-nsw/animal-disease-form
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/health/general/notifiable-animal-diseases-nsw/animal-disease-form
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/health/general/notifiable-animal-diseases-nsw/animal-disease-form
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to (02) 6361 9976, or emailing it to: 

biosecurity@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

What diseases are notifiable? 

A list of notifiable diseases considered exotic to 

Australia is shown in Table 1. Table 2 lists 

notifiable diseases that have occurred or are 

present in some parts of Australia but do not 

normally occur in NSW. Table 3 lists diseases 

that are considered endemic or sporadic in NSW.  

For further information about notifiable animal 

diseases, you should contact your Local Land 

Services, a NSW Department of Primary 

Industries veterinarian, or your private veterinary 

practitioner. 
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Table 1. Diseases of stock that are considered exotic to Australia The table indicates which animal 
species are particularly susceptible to the disease, but these diseases are notifiable in any stock (i.e. 
birds, bees, and land mammals other than humans).  
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Acariasis tracheal mite (Acarapsis woodi) (see also 

Tracheal mite) 
          

African horse sickness          dogs 

African swine fever           

Africanised honeybee (Apis mellifera scutellata)           

Aujeszky’s disease          dogs, cats, rats, 
foxes 

Avian influenza            

Bluetongue           

Borna disease           

Bovine tuberculosis due to Mycobacterium bovis           

Bovine virus diarrhoea type 2           

Brucella abortus           

Brucella canis          dogs 

Brucella melitensis           

Camelpox          camels 

Chagas’ disease (T cruzi)          dogs, cats, 
rodents 

Classical swine fever           

Contagious agalactia            

Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia           

Contagious caprine pleuropneumonia           

Contagious equine metritis           

Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever          ostriches 

Dourine           

Duck virus enteritis (duck plague)            

Duck virus hepatitis           

Dwarf honeybee (Apis florae)            

Encephalitides (tick borne)           

Enzootic abortion of ewes           

Epizootic haemorrhagic disease (clinical disease)          wild ruminants 

Epizootic lymphangitis           

Equine encephalomyelitis (Eastern, Western and 
Venezuelan) 

          

Equine encephalosis           
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Equine herpes – virus 1 (neurological strain)           

Equine influenza           

Equine piroplasmosis (Babesia equi, Babesia caballi, 
Theileria equi) 

          

Exotic Theileria [East Coast Fever (Theileria parva) 
and Mediterranean/Tropical Theileriosis (Theileria 
annulata) 

          

Foot-and-mouth disease          all other 
susceptible 
species including 
cloven-hoofed 
animals such as 
buffalo, llama, 
alpaca and 
camels 

Fowl typhoid (Salmonella gallinarum)            

Getah virus infection           

Giant honeybee (Apis dorsata)            

Glanders          dogs, cats 

Goat pox           

Haemorrhagic septicaemia           

Heartwater           

Infectious bursal disease (hypervirulent and exotic 
antigenic variant forms) 

          

Influenza pandemic (H1N1) 2009           

Japanese encephalitis           

Jembrana disease           

Leishmaniosis in any species          dogs, rodents 

Louping ill           

Lumpy skin disease           

Lyssaviruses other than Australian Bat Lyssavirus 
and Rabies 

         If detected would 
be in bats or 
other warm 
blooded 
mammals 

Maedi-visna           

Malignant catarrhal fever (wildebeest associated)            

Menangle virus infection            

Nairobi sheep disease           

Newcastle disease            

Nipah virus infection           

Peste des petits ruminants           
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Porcine cysticercosis (C cellulosae)           

Porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis (Teschen)            

Porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome           

Post-weaning multi-systemic wasting syndrome           

Potomac fever           

Pulmonary adenomatosis (Jaagsietke)           

Rabies          dogs, cats 

Rift Valley fever           

Rinderpest           

Salmonellosis (S abortus-equi)           

Salmonellosis (S abortus-ovis)           

Screw worm fly - New World (Cochliomyia 
hominivorax) 

         dogs, cats 

Screw worm fly - Old World (Chrysomya bazziana)          dogs, cats 

Sheep pox           

Sheep scab           

Surra (Trypanosoma evansi)          dogs, cats 

Swine influenza (other than influenza pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009) 

          

Swine vesicular disease           

Transmissible gastroenteritis           

Tracheal mite (acarine, acariasis, Acarapis woodi) 
(see also acariasis) 

          

Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy, chronic wasting disease 
of deer, feline spongiform encephalopathy, scrapie)  

         cats 

Trichinellosis          dogs, cats 

Tropilaelaps mite (Asian mite, Tropilaelaps clareae)           

Trypanosomiasis (tsetse fly associated)          dogs, cats 

Tularaemia           

Turkey rhinotracheitis (avian metapneumovirus)           

Varroasis (Varroa destructor)           

Varroasis (Varroa jacobsoni)           

Vesicular exanthema           

Vesicular stomatitis           

Warble-fly myiasis           

Wesselsbron disease           

West Nile virus infection            
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Table 2: Diseases of stock that have occurred or are present in parts of Australia but do not normally 
occur in NSW. The table indicates which animal species are particularly susceptible to the disease, but 
these diseases are notifiable in any stock (i.e. birds, bees and land mammals other than humans). 
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Abalone viral ganglioneuritis          abalone 

Asian honeybees            

Avian paramyxovirus          other than pigoen 
paramyxovirus 

Braula fly (Bee louse, Braula coeca)           

Devil facial tumour disease          Tasmanian devils 

Table 3: Diseases of stock that are considered sporadic or endemic to NSW. The table indicates which 
animal species are particularly susceptible to the disease, but these diseases are notifiable in any stock 
(i.e. birds, bees, and land mammals other than humans).  
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American Foulbrood (Paenibacillus larvae)           

Anaplasmosis           

Anthrax*          dogs, cats 

Australian bat lyssavirus*          bats 

Babesiosis           

Cattle tick (Boophilus microplus)           

Chalk brood (Ascophaera apis)            

Chlamydiosis in poultry and other birds            

Cysticercus bovis (Taemia saginata)           

Egg drop syndrome (EDS 76)           

Enzootic bovine leucosis           

Equine herpes – virus 1 (abortigenic strain) infection           

Equine infectious anaemia           

Equine viral arteritis           

European foulbrood (Melissococcus pluton)            

Footrot in sheep and goats           

Hendra virus infection*          also notifiable in all 
other species other 
than bats 

Infectious laryngotracheitis           
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Johne’s disease (Paratuberculosis)           

Nosemosis            

Pigeon paramyxovirus           

Porcine Myocarditis (Bungowannah virus infection)           

Pullorum disease (Salmonella pullorum)           

Salmonella enteritidis infection in poultry           

Small Hive Beetle (Aethina tumida)           

Swine Brucellosis (Brucella suis)           

Trichomoniasis           

Tuberculosis (in any mammal or avian)           

*Although anthrax, Australian bat lyssavirus and Hendra virus infection are considered sporadic or 

endemic to New South Wales, they are declared as emergency animal diseases due to their 

significant zoonotic potential. 
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STOCK DISEASES ACT 1923 

ANIMAL DISEASES AND ANIMAL PESTS (EMERGENCY 
OUTBREAKS) ACT 1991 

APIARIES ACT 1985 

 

NSW Notifiable Animal Disease Form 

 

This form may be used to notify the knowledge or suspicion of a notifiable animal disease under 

section 9 of the Stock Diseases Act 1923, or under section 7 of the Animal Diseases and Animal 

Pests (Emergency Outbreaks) Act 1991, or under section 22 of the Apiaries Act 1985.  

 

Disease: ..................................................................................................................................................  

Species of animal/s affected: ..…..............................................................................................................  

Date of onset of signs: ......./......../......... Number of animals/hives affected: ..........................................  

Description of affected animals (breed, age, type, sex): ……………………………………………………...  

.................................................................................................................................................................  

Identification of affected animals (NLIS number (if tagged), brand, tattoo, earmark, beekeeper reg. 

no.): 

……………..............................................................................................................................................  

PIC (NOTE: important to provide this if property has PIC)  …………………………….. 

Address/location of affected animals ....................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................  

Property owner (name, address, phone, mobile): .....................................................................................  

.................................................................................................................................................................  

Animal or hive owner (name, address, phone, mobile): ...........................................................................  

.................................................................................................................................................................  

Laboratory tests: specimens were submitted to laboratory: YES  NO (please tick)  

If yes, laboratory details (name, address, phone): ...................................................................................  

................................................................................................................................................................  

Person making notification (name, address, phone, mobile): ……………………………………................  

………………………................................................................................................................................ 

Signature .............................................................................................      Date: ......../......../.................... 

 

 

This form can be delivered, faxed or emailed to your Local Land Services office. Alternatively it can be 

faxed to the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) biosecurity branch on 02 6361 9976, or emailed to 

biosecurity@dpi.nsw.gov.au  
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