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Native bee—nectar from Waratah flower 

Photo—Len Verrenkamp 



P A G E  2  

The CCABA is a branch member of the NSWABA.  The CCABA Club 

would like to acknowledge this relationship with the NSWABA.  

http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/ 

 

 

 

We are asking all members to wear their name badges to each  

meeting, if you don’t have one, see Barbara Elkins at the meeting and 

she will organise one for you.  

Visitors will also be given a hand written badge for the meeting. 

Position held Name and Contact details 

President Len Verrenkamp  Len@totalfitting.com.au 

Vice President Stewart Suesse  suesse@aapt.net.au 

Secretary Max Rae  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au 

Treasurer Ray Isaacs   rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au 

Assist secretary Martijn  Schiferli  

Public officer Jim Hubbard 

Club Apriast Peter Annabel   

Assist Club Apriast Barry Eslick  

Equipment Officer Position open—unfilled   

Publicity Officer Barbara Elkins 

Librarian Barry Eslick  

Catering officer Susan Zgraja 

Newsletter Editor Maria Glabus – marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

2016 Committee Members:   

mailto:Len@totalfitting.com.au
mailto:sues@aapt.net.au
mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au
mailto:rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au
mailto:marija.glabus68@icloud.com
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Coming Events:   

  
September: 

Club meeting- 21st September- Swarms, how to session via video 

  
October: 

Club meeting- 19th of October- Re-queening hives, do’s and don’ts 

ABA field day- Sunday 9th of October @ Pittwater High School- more details to follow.  

 
November: 

Club Meeting- 16th November- Gifts you can make from your apiary products- just in time for 

Christmas. 

  
December: 

Club meeting: 21st December- Trivia night and Xmas drinks 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

President’s Report 

 

Dear members, 

Swarm season has begun and around a month earlier than last season. Spring hive inspec-

tions have revealed strong hives with frame after frame of brood and in some cases, lots of 

queen cells. I put this down to a warm, wet Winter which has allowed the bees to forage on 

most days and queens to start laying early. The BOM forecast is for a slightly dryer than av-

erage spring for our area which should allow plants and trees to flower well, providing good 

conditions for bees. 

With a record attendance of 72 people at our August meeting, the move to the show-

ground has proven to be a wise one. Although not perfect, it’s a vast improvement on the 

Ag House.  

What we are finding is the room is quite echoey (is that a word?) which makes it difficult to 

hear when more than one person is speaking, especially in the beginning with bees session 

so please keep this in mind. 

 

Club wise we have just held a stall at The Wyong Orchid Show over the past weekend, alt-

hough a relatively small event, sales were consistent and we fielded lots of questions about 

beekeeping and honey. Thank you to all who helped out with the stall over the weekend 

and there were some truly spectacular orchids on display.  

 

We have two events coming up in October which are the Woytopia sustainability festival 

(Woy Woy public school) and the ABA field day at Pitt Water High school. In a case of im-

peccable timing, both of these events are on the 9th of October so we will be asking for vol-

unteers at the next meeting, one to hold a stall at Woytopia and the other to provide a 

frame and box building demonstration at the ABA field day. Hopefully we can attend both 

events. 

The practical field days of our Tocal training is now complete and everyone I have spoken 

to thought it was fantastic with Bruce White and Dani Lloyd-Pritchard proving to be terrific 

trainers. If this offer comes up again, do yourself a favour and put your hand up for it.   

 

Beekeeper profile this month is by our treasurer Ray Isaacs, a very keen beekeeper, swarm 

collector and willing club member. 

 

See you all on Wednesday night at the Showground.. 

 

Regards 

Len Verrenkamp 



 

Club Apiarist’s report  

 

Nothing to report for this month 

Peter Annabel—holidays.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beekeepers Profile  - Ray Isaacs 

 

How did you get into beekeeping? 

I suppose I have always had a fascination for bees. What they do and how they do it. They are workaholics 

that never take a break. 

 

I have a large, long backyard, ideal for keeping hives away from all and sundry. I remember travelling to 

Wyong with my older son Darren to collect my first nucleus. We met a well-known beekeeper at the time, 

Graham Gregory, on his property. He had hundreds of hives all dotted amongst the forest of trees that 

covered his property. I have never seen what appeared to be total disarray. 

After initial introductions Graham said in a somewhat serious voice, “Someone has deodorant on” to which 

my adult son retorted “Well, I have deodorant, aftershave and hair gel.” Graham was horrified. He then 

went on to explain that bees do not like such smells and that they also don’t like some colours such as 

black or blue.  

That visit taught me so much about beekeeping we must have spent an hour and a half there collecting 

the nucleus and Graham never stopped talking, showing us how he recorded hive splits and re-queening 

etc. in the underside of the hive lid. He is man of great knowledge and enthusiasm. 

 

Did you have a mentor? 

Yes. Gerry van der Meer and Martin Roberts were always available to lend an ear to a question I confront-

ed them with. Always happy to show or explain something I didn’t understand. I think their enthusiasm 

drove me to learn more. 

 

Do you have an empty super story? (Something that went wrong) 

I received a phone call from a gentleman in Green Point advising that a large swarm of bees had taken 

up residence in a large tree in the driveway of his home and could i come and collect them. 

He indicated that they were a couple of metres up the tree so I armed myself with my trusty step ladder 

and set off. 

Arriving on site I discovered the swarm was more like 4-5 metres off the ground on a sloping driveway. After 

some consideration and manovering of my little truck, I climbed the ladder which I had placed on the 

back tray armed with large Broccoli box, brush and pruning cutters. I finally positioned myself somewhat 

precariously atop of the ladder balancing the large polystyrene box and commenced to cut the small 

branch which the majority of the swarm had positioned themselves. Successfully I lowered the large clump 

into the box. As I turned to collect the balance, I bumped the corner of the box with my hip. After com-

pleting a one and a half summersault with tuck, the box of bees landed with a thump on the ground be-

low. Within seconds, I was enveloped in a cloud of very unhappy bees. Hoping nobody was watching this 

very amateur effort of swarm collecting I sat myself down on the front steps of the property for what 

seemed an eternity  (about ten minutes) waiting for them to regroup. Eventually, I recovered a large 

healthy swarm and together we made our way home.     

 

Your most memorable Beekeeping moment? 

I was cutting my lawn in the back yard where I keep my hives. I approached the area where my hives 

were positioned and carefully mowed the grass in their proximity without any problem. However, I decided 

that the grass immediately in front of the hives needed cutting. Thinking about this for a minute or two I de-

cided the best way to do this was to simply line up the mower in line with the hives and simply push the 

mower past them and collect it on the other side. All went well the grass was cut, the mower stopped a 

couple of metres passed the hives. Patting on self on the back for such clever thinking, I made my way to 

the mower only to be meet by several very unhappy bees which attacked me with great enthusiasm. After 

removing the painful stings from arms and legs I placed my bee suit on and recovered my mower and 

continued cutting the lawn. Now, I always put on my suit when cutting the lawn near the hives!!!  

 

The most useful gadget you have? (Not including your hive tool) 

I stumbled across a small rechargeable butane burner the size of half a packet of cigarettes which is great 

for lighting my forever going out smoker. It contains a small cigarette lighter inside a plastic case. Fits nicely 

in my pocket and when activated, gives off a fierce blowtorch like flame. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What appeals to you about beekeeping? 

The enjoyment I get from extracting (although a tad messy at times). Seeing that pure liquid flow never 

ceases to amaze me. I am very happy having taken up such a wonderful hobby and in doing so, met 

many interesting and professional people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This swarm was collected recently during the month of August—sure beats climbing up a ladder.  

I think I’ll leave climbing on ladders on the back of utes to the experts.  I like them just off the 

ground thank you.  The Editor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Club equipment 
 

Please note there will be a small deposit required when borrowing equipment which will be fully 

refunded when the item is returned in the same condition as when it was borrowed.   

 

Extractors- 4 frame and 2 frame. 

Uncapping knife (heated) 

Strainers/buckets 

Frame wiring jig. The wiring jig comes with wire, eyelets and nails and there will be a small charge 

of $0.50 per frame to cover the cost of these items, which saves you buying more than you need.  

 
A callout to all members: 

 

If you have any club equipment that has not been organised through Max could you please re-

turn it at the next meeting or directly to Max, please. 

 

Contact Max on 0424 168 590 or email:  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au 

 
Classifieds 

 

The club has the following items for sale:  

  

 External or front feeders $5.50each      $5.50 ea   

 Full depth frames (unassembled)       $1.40 ea   

 Full depth foundation        $1.60 ea   

 8F Full depth boxes/honey supers (unassembled)    $26.00ea   

 8F bottom board kits (unassembled)      $21.00ea   

 8F migratory lid kits (unassembled)       $19.00 ea   

 8F metal queen excluders        $18.00 ea   

 Apithor Hive Beetle harbourage      $7.00 ea  

 
 

 

Contact Robyn Crosland 0439406096 

 

 Members who need 20 L white food grade buckets available with lids that are cleaned but 

will need a second clean.  Priced at just $5.00 each or 5 for $20.   

 Hessian Bags $2 each 
 

 

Club Jars and Labels.   

Contact Max or Len  

 

 Plastic jars 500 g  - 50 cents 

 Honey Club labels 30 cents each 

 

mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willing to host a couple of hives 

Please contact:   

Sue-Ellen Rixon 

4/31 Lea Ave 

Wamberal 

Ph 0423802566 

 

 
For Sale 

 

Frames and ideal boxes already assembled  

Pricing—$2.50 each and the  

8 x  Ideal boxes at $20.00each 

 

See Max or Len  

 

If you have any excess equipment for sale or are looking for gear, place a for sale or wanted ad 

in the newsletter’s classified section.   Just send the full details in an email to Maria and she will 

add it to the next newsletter.   It’s free, however, it must be related to beekeeping or honey.     

 
For Sale 

 

Bee hives for sale 

8 frame full depth and one super, queen excluder, apithor etc. 

Very strong healthy hives 5 of  $250.00 each 

 

contact Mark Gosbee 0498484124 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 Mentors  

Name Contact number  
Phone  assistance 
only please tick box 

Areas you are prepared to 
travel to for hive inspections 

Stewart Suesse 0412704167   telephone assistance 

Maria Glabus 0432683734   
Northern end of coast , Toukley to 
Morisset 

Susan Zgraja 43891874   All Areas 

Barry Eslick 43325797 0414769337   All Areas, Warre Specialist 

Brian Sawyer 43822366 0418965630   
Avoca, Terrigal, Bensville, Kincum-
ber, Macmasters ,Killcare 

Tony Vanden Hoogen gyro14u@gmail.com   Ourimbah & surrounds 

Ray Isaacs 0433393901   
Davistown, Greenpoint ,Sarratoga 
Kincumber 

Johan deKock 0423399567   Matcham , Holgate,  Erina 

Barbara Elkins 0419742388   Long Jetty , Terrigal 

Mathew Douglass 0450704017 Outside school hours 
Davistown , Avoca,  Sarratoga,  
Kincumber 

Toni Mitchell 0413401985   Ourimbah to Bateau Bay Areas 

mailto:gyro14u@gmail.com


 

Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales 

 

Hayley Pragert has been appointed as the Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales.  

Hayley Pragert 

Bee Biosecurity Officer 

Biosecurity and Food Safety 

New South Wales Department of Primary IndustriesBee Biosecurity Program 

161 Kite Street, Orange NSW 2800 

T: 02 6391 3652  

M: 0438 677 195  

E: hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity 
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Current Resources—CCABA Library  

 

 

 

1 Field Guide to Eucalypts Volume 1 Brooker & Klienig 

2 Honeybee Cemocracy  Thomas D Seeley 

3 Planting Native Trees on Farms Catchment Management Authority 

4 Thorsons Bee Health (2 copies)  Hasnan Walsi 

5 Research Report 1980 - 1995 

Honeybee Research & Development 

council 

6 Bussy Bees a Sparkle Book Glenn Johnstone 

7 Queen Rearing L.E Snelgrove 

8 ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture A.I.Root 

9 Native Bees of Sydney Region Anne Dollin & Partners 

10 Swarming it's control and Prevention L.E Snelgrove 

11 The hive and the honeybee Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth 

12 Legend of the hive Maria Owsianka 

13 Bee Friendly Mark Leech 

14 Honey and Pollen Flora Alan Clemson 

15 The beekeepers Handbook Roger. A. Morse 

16 The Complete Handbook of Beekeeping Herbert Mace 

17 Better Beekeeping Kim Flottum 

18 Breeding the Honeybee Brother Adam 

19 The Honeybee James. L. Gould 

20 Bees Biology & Management Peter. G. Kevan 

21 

Introduction to Australian Native bees 2nd edi-

tion Dr  Anne Dollin (in folder) 

22 Beecraft 2004 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

23 Beecraft 2006 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

24 A Wprld without Bees Alison Mc Cullum 

25 Beekeeping in New Zealand B.P. Marris 

26 Honey Business Fred Benecke 

27 Foul Brood Desease of Honey Bees FERA 

28 Managing varroa FERA 



 

Barry Eslick 

29 Five hundred answers to bee questions A.I.Root 

30 Backyard bees Doug Purdie 

31 Bees and Honey Joy Lau 

32 Build your own bee keeing equipment Tony Pisano 

33 Bees and Mankind John B. Free 

34 bee keeping in Victoria D.F. Langridge 

35 Bees I. Khalifman 

36 The immigrant Bees Peter Barrett 

37 Honey in Bees in Australia Tarlton Rayment 

38 Bees and Honey Roger Mott 

39 

Backyard bee keeping in Australia and New 

Zealand C.N. Smithers 

40 The bee Book Peter Warhurst & roger Goebel 

41 Australian Stingless Bees John Klumpp 

42 The Beekeepers Lament Hannah Nordhaus 

43 Honey Flora S.T. Blake and C. Roff 

44 The Buzz about bees Jurgen Tautz 

45 Two million blossoms Kirsten S. Traynor, M.S. 

46 Honey, Nature's golden healer Gloria Havenhand 

47 Curative properties of Honey and bee venom N. Yoirish 

48 Top bar beekeeping Les Crowder & Heather Harrell 

49 Contemporary Queen Rearing Harry H. Laidlaw. Jr 

50 Beekeeing for all Abbe Warre 

51 How to keep bees and sell honey Walter T. Kelly 

52 Beginning in bees NSW Dept Agriculture 

53 Honey Cookbook Peter russell Clarke 

54 Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure R.B. Gulliford 

55 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

56 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

57 The Honey Flow Kylie Tennant 

58 Boxes to bar hives Trevor Weatherhead 

59 The bee friendly beekeeper David Heaf 

60 Bees: Karl Von Frisch 

61 Beekeeping the gentle craft John F. Adams 

62 Guide to bees and honey Ted Hooper 



Catherine de Medici Jaffee 
Food Anthropologist 
 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/explorers/bios/catherine-jaffee/ 
 
 

 

Birthplace: Highlands, Colorado 

Current City: Kars, Turkey 

What did you want to be when you were growing up? 

 

An ornithologist, a storm chaser, a seismic communication physicist (studying the way that large 

animals like elephants talk to one another) ... Not for one day did I ever think that I would be 

building a honey-tasting walking heritage route. Ironically, honey hunting does involve spending 

a lot of time with incredible bird species, dodging some of the mighty storms of the Anatolian 

steppes, and studying communication patterns of everything from bees to Kangal dogs (some of 

which are definitely the size of a small elephant). So you could say I am living my dreams! 

terrible roads, the lack of infrastructure or support, the isolation. 

 

 
How did you get started in your field of work? 

 

In 2008, I was on a Fulbright scholarship studying internal migration in Turkey, concentrating par-

ticularly on women migrants from rural agricultural communities. When I stumbled across Kars, I 

discovered something of a UN for Turkish beekeepers—fields packed full of beekeepers from 

Giresun and Urdu to Mugla and Hakkari.  



 

 

Then only one region away was Ardahan and Artvin, these hidden provinces where honey trans-

forms in taste every few kilometers, and pockets of biospheres harbor ancient beekeeping tradi-

tions that have continued across centuries. I knew then that this was something sacred, that it 

might be possible to build the world's very first honey-tasting heritage trail and find ways to bring 

economic livelihoods right into the villages and homes of rural women and their communities. For 

the next four years, I began planning how I would make it back to the region to work with local 

communities to bring something like this to life. 

 

What inspires you to dedicate your life to food anthropology? 
 

The 3:30 a.m. sunrises; the blizzards in July; the way no beekeeper re-queens a hive the same 

way; the ancient stories about propolis used for everything from Islamic medicine to World War I 

wound treatment; Caucasian bees so calm you can kiss their wings; the wisdom of shepherds 

and the nomads of the steppes; kettles of tea balanced nimbly on high mountain ridges; bees 

flying through fog; the way women clean their hives with a dried goose wing; connecting people 

from across the world through traditional culinary experiences; baking bread with fresh milked 

cream in a hot, wood-burning oven; hugging and kissing Caucasian grandmothers who squeeze 

your arms tightly in stories and blankets; the tangy, sweet, sticky, sour, bitter, dark chocolate, 

champagne gold, thick crimson colours, flavours, and textures of honey; the risk that these tradi-

tions will be lost; the threat of customs dying off with the elderly; the wisdom left behind with mi-

grations to cities for more prosperous livelihoods and opportunities; the temptation that I can har-

ness honey and food experiences as an agent for social good ... This region and topic is danger-

ously addicting, taking me down a path from which I cannot return, because I am obsessed with 

its remarkable history and its powerfully sticky sweet potent potential. 
 

What's a normal day like for you? 

 

I have a five-to-nine day. We wake up at 5 a.m. with the shepherds to eat breakfast; milk cows; 

walk the high mountain trails; move from beekeeper to beekeeper; nap in traditional canvas 

tents on top of return, because I am obsessed with its remarkable history and its powerfully sticky 

sweet potent potential. Sheep fluff; gorge on shepherd's cheese, milk, cream, butter, bread, ol-

ives, cucumbers, tomatoes, apricots, nuts, and wild herbs; shoot some film; tell stories; help wom-

en cook and clean and take care of children; drink 30 cups of tea; harvest and clean hives; ride 

a horse on a plateau; shiver from an afternoon storm; boil water for a shower; clean clothes; roll 

out dough for bread; burn off some arm hair while smacking some bread to the side of a tan-

door; eat with families; clean; fall asleep in a room of five to six little girls; wake up and do it 

again.  
 

Do you have a hero and, if so, why is this person your hero? 

 

I have many heroes from across the world: Vincent Lingiari (Australia), Fidaa Abu Turkey 

(Palestine), Jill Vialet (U.S.A.), Ishita Khanna (India), Cagan Sekercioglu (Turkey), Toshihiro Takami 

(Japan). All of these individuals share several basic principles that are core values for me: com-

passion for the environment around them and the living, moving, breathing world; a drive to 

solve issues related to rural livelihoods through creative solutions; a sticky obsession with overcom-

ing serious obstacles instead of settling for the status quo; a steady aspiration to change the 

world while living a good and full life. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

What's been your favourite experience in the field? Most challenging? 

 

My favourite experiences are watching different beekeepers over the years grow and change 

with their bees. Visiting the same families over and over, I get to become closer to their lives and 

their hives like a member of a special tribe. I value my local relationships deeply, and I work hard 

to attend weddings, funerals, engagements, festivals, and ceremonies, and to sleep in their 

homes, visit their relatives, and follow-up with their lives to maintain my close connections. This is 

the true heart of my work. The most challenging aspect of my work is the lifestyle of the region—

the harsh climate, the environment around them and the living, moving, breathing world; a drive 

to solve issues related to rural livelihoods through creative solutions; a sticky obsession with over-

coming serious obstacles instead of settling for the status quo; a steady aspiration to change  

I have found a way to link almost all of my passions—art, reading, writing, photography, animals, 

nature, people, trekking, travel, food, culture, Anatolian/Caucasian traditions, and bees—into 

my research world while living a good and full life. 
 

 

What are your other passions? 

I have found a way to link almost all of my passions—art, reading, writing, photography, animals, 

nature, people, trekking, travel, food, culture, Anatolian/Caucasian traditions, and bees—into 

my research and work. If pushed to think about something completely unrelated to Turkey or 

Balyolu or my work, I have always loved rowing, skiing, and basketball, Korean food, any kind of 

hot bathing ritual (hammam, onsen, jimjibang), and everything and anything to do with the 

mountains. I was born around 9,000 feet, and I thrive on thin air, tundra, and goat products. 

 

What do you do in your free time? 

Sleep 

 

If you could have people do one thing to help save honeybees and dying ethnoculinary tradi-

tions, what would it be? 

I ask people to do two things: Know where your food is coming from and support your local food 

producers. The best thing we can be is smart consumers. Take the time and effort to inform your-

self on your local food systems, to become involved in what you eat, grow, and plant, and make 

an effort to connect with other people around good food and the natural growing world around 

us. 
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Equipment list for catching swarms 

The swarm list for this year is published in this edition.   

One of the keys to safe and efficient swarm collection is preparation. Swarms can be there one 

minute and gone the next so if you keep the equipment listed below in your car or packed up 

and readily accessible, when that call comes in you’re ready to go. 

At a minimum you will need the following: 

Swarm box 

Spray bottle full of water or fresh sugar syrup 

Pruning saw 

Pair of secateurs 

Roll of duct tape 

Bee suit, veil, gloves  

Step ladder (optional and self-explanatory) 

Bee brush 

Somewhere to put your swarm once you have it in a box. 

Smoker (optional, pls refer to comment) 

Sense of humour 

 

Swarm box: 

This can be anything from a full hive to a cardboard box, as long as it has the following attributes: 

Big enough to hold 4 or 5 frames of foundation (no drawn comb), best if the frames don’t sit on 

the bottom of the box and there is some space under the lid or you will squash bees. A secure lid 

that can be removed and replace. 

An opening at one end and towards the bottom (say 30mm in diameter) that can be closed off.   

Ventilation, 3 or 4 off 30mm diameter holes with some fly screen over them work well. Remember 

this box must be able to be sealed so the bees cannot escape when in your car, but still have 

ventilation so they don’t overheat.  

The lighter the better for swarm boxes, makes it much easier to hold them up underneath swarms 

or jam into trees, on top of letter boxes, under stairs etc. 

The swarm can generally stay in this box for a week of two if required, however they could quick-

ly outgrow it once brood starts to hatch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Spray bottle 

Any clean spray bottle will do, it’s used to wet the cluster down before dropping them into your 

swarm box. It tends to make them hang together better and also gives them a drink before they 

get locked into their new box whilst you take it home.  

 
Pruning saw and secateurs 

Great for removing a branch a swarm is hanging on or branches that are in the way  

 
Roll of duct tape (not black) 

The handiest piece of equipment in your kit. I use a cloth backed tape that’s 50mm wide and is 

easy to tear off, the tape can be used for sealing up holes, holding a box in position whilst the 

bees go inside, I have even used it to make a bridge for the bees to walk across to the box once 

we had the queen and most of the bees inside when they were clustered over a letter box.  

 
Bee suit, veil, gloves 

Bee brush  

 

Somewhere to put your swarm 

Sounds obvious, however if you already have bees in one place don’t put a swarm with them, 

swarms need to be quarantined for two brood cycles or about 6 weeks and then inspected for 

disease before placing in your apiary.  
 

Smoker 

You will notice this is listed as optional, by all means take it with you, however it is rare to need to 

smoke a swarm, bees are generally quite docile when in swarm mode as they do not have a 

home to protect. 

The exception is if you come across a swarm that have been settled long enough in one spot to 

start building comb for the queen to lay in, then you will probably need to smoke the bees as 

they will be protective of their brood etc as this could be regarded as an established colony. 

In the meantime, watch the video on the link below and this will give you an idea on how to deal 

with an easy swarm and become a bee whisperer.. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU  
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU


Editor’s Last Words 

No two swarms are alike, as I have recently discovered . Or perhaps it is because I have not yet discovered 

the art of collecting swarms.  You know that you are a beekeeper moving up the ranks when you can hold 

your own and brag about collecting a swarm or two.  But do you admit the fatal error when collecting the 

swarm that results in over 20 stings?  Confidently saying to your partner, it should only take 20 minutes and 

you’re still standing waiting for over an 1 1/2 hour before the swarm final came together.   

 

I was unsuccessful in swarm collecting last year.  I did collect a single swarm of good size, easily and 

brought it home in it’s new hive box.  The next morning I watched them fly about thinking that it was an 

orientation flight, however, the bees left, only to swarm again.    

 

This year, within 2 weeks, I had reports of at least 7 swarms as well as my own hive getting ready to swarm.  

By luck or keen observation, my own bees were full and bursting out of their hive so I split, early in August, in 

anticipation.  This split had no queen but plenty of brood, it was up to the bees.  After a nervous wait, I now 

have evidence of a mated queen and frames full of brood.  Yahoo, or Eureka, either way my gut instinct 

was successful, even after being criticized for splitting so early in the season.  But I think we have learned 

now that Winter was not as it has been in the past and the season was well and truly early. 

 

So, from 1 hive I have now grown to 5 hives.    

 

Problem solving and critical thinking are required when swarm collecting.  No two swarms are the same in 

size, shape, distribution or behaviour.  Some are in trees or on other objects like fence posts but you can 

never predict where they will form.  Careful observation and planning are required.  Action—slow and 

steady.  But with all that planning, some variable that you did not consider changes the sequence of 

events.   

 

My first swarm of the season proved this. Over 20 stings later, on the nose, the upper eye, lip, arms and feet, 

the bees were cranky!  So much for being full of nectar and acting like drunk sailors.  I think the nectar was 

starting to ferment and the one hit strike was in place.  Rules don’t apply to feral wild animals or insects. 

Shaking the branch was not in the plan, but having to saw the branch to remove the swarm and gently 

place within its new location was.   Up on a ladder, balancing the box, saw and light—well it was an im-

pending disaster.   

Although in my full suit, they got me and got me good. Stings, sneezing and eyes watering I attempted to 

continue collecting the swarm.  More than a few cursed words were uttered but finally the  bees were into 

the hive.  The home owner patiently waiting inside.  Invoking fear into the local public after amateur bee-

keeper stung multiply times and assistant has already been seen fleeing from the back yard in a cloud of 

angry, stinging bees is perhaps not the cool, calm and collected look I was trying to show.   

 

This was my baptism of fire into swarm collecting.  Coming 

home later that evening, much later than anticipated, I 

assessed the damage.  Looking into the mirror and to my  

horror, I looked like the lost brother from the movie -- The 

Goonies.   

 

Some individuals, may be laughing by now.  But no the scien-

tist that I am, was thinking about the application of Apitox.  

My new product name.   
 

According to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Botulinum_toxin 

Botulinum toxin (BTX) is a neurotoxic protein produced by 

the bacterium Clostridium botulinum and related species.[1] It 

is also produced commercially for medical, cosmetic, and 

research use. There are two main commercial types: botulinum toxin type A and botulinum toxin type B.[2] 

Infection with the bacterium may result in a potentially fatal disease called botulism. Botulinum is the most 

acutely lethal toxin known, with an estimated human median lethal dose (LD50) of 1.3–2.1 ng/kg intrave-

nously or intramuscularly and 10–13 ng/kg when inhaled.  Saying that, people still use it as a ‘beauty’ treat-

ment. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botulinum_toxin#cite_note-Montecucco2005-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botulinum_toxin#cite_note-2


 

There could be some future plan for the CCABA, to invest in a clinic that specalised in Apitox.  Well the 

term has already been taken and it’s called  Apitoxin.  According to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apitoxin 

Apitoxin, or honey bee venom, is a bitter colourless liquid; its active portion a mixture of proteins, which 

causes local inflammation and acts as an anticoagulant. A honeybee can inject 0.1 mg of venom via its 

stinger.  

 

Apitherapy is a branch of alternative medicine that uses honey bee products including honey, pollen, bee 

bread, propolis, royal jelly and bee venom. 

Proponents of apitherapy make many wide-ranging claims of its health benefits which are not supported 

by medical evidence.   

 

More reading on apitherapy can be located at http://medicineworld.org/alternative/apitherapy/history-

of-apitherapy.html 

 

Even in Australia, the following article was produced to inform about the potential uses,  http://

www.abc.net.au/news/2013-08-13/china27s-bee-acupuncture/4884194.   

Thousands of people in China are swarming to acupuncture clinics to receive bee stings to treat or ward off 

life-threatening illness. 

 

More than 27,000 people have undergone the painful technique which can involve dozens of punctures 

each session, says bee acupuncturist Wang Menglin who makes his living from believers in the concept. 

But aside from potentially preventing allergic reactions to the stings themselves, there is no science-based 

evidence that bee venom or apitherapy is effective against illness. 

"We hold the bee, put it on a point on the body, hold its head, and pinch it un-

til the sting needle emerges," Mr Wang said at his clinic in Beijing. 

 

And following the links, the company Priceline—sold this product SKIN PHYS-

ICS Bee Venom Advanced Anti-Ageing Moisturiser 50 mL for $69.99.   

 

 

 

 

Well I’m still waiting for this venom to kick in.  After three days of pain and local swelling and generally feel-

ing like having done 10 rounds with an infamous boxer,  cant’ say that I look or feel like a super model!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the laugh, and I strongly recommended you stay away from cranky swarms.   

I can’t even say that no bee was harmed in the writing of this article.  By the end of the swarm collection 

episode, very little of my Buddhism beliefs remained.  My belief in Darwinism took over and it became sur-

vival of the fittest.  I’m happy to conclude, I survived and so did the colony and I have one heck of a 

large, strong Warre hive busy at work. 

 

M Glabus 

Editior CCABA.  

Save the World, Save the Bee.   


