
 

 

Next Meeting 
Meetings of our Association are conducted on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

(except January) Old Tote rooms in the Gosford Showground. 

Wednesday 21st September 2016  

@ 7.00pm—10.00 pm 
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Taking swarms to new 

heights— Len 



P A G E  2  

The CCABA is a branch member of the NSW Amateur Beekeepers 

Association.   

The CCABA Club would like to acknowledge this relationship with 

the NSWABA.  

http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/ 

 

 

We are asking all members to wear their name badges to each  

meeting, if you don’t have one, see Barbara Elkins at the meeting and 

she will organise one for you.  

Visitors will also be given a hand written badge for the meeting. 

Position held Name and Contact details 

President Len Verrenkamp   

president@centralcoastbees.org 

Vice President Stewart Suesse  suesse@aapt.net.au 

Secretary Max Rae  secretary@centralcoastbees.org 

Treasurer Ray Isaacs   rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au 

Assist secretary Martijn  Schiferli  

Public officer Jim Hubbard 

Club Apriast Peter Annabel   

Assist Club Apriast Barry Eslick  

Equipment Officer Hart Peters (041 7674 687)  

hartmut.peters@bigpond.com 

Publicity Officer Barbara Elkins 

Librarian Barry Eslick  

Catering officer Susan Zgraja 

Newsletter Editor Maria Glabus – marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

2016 Committee Members:   

mailto:Len@totalfitting.com.au
mailto:sues@aapt.net.au
mailto:rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au
mailto:marija.glabus68@icloud.com
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Coming Events:   

   
October: 

19th of October—Club meeting- - Re-queening hives, do’s and don’ts 

29th October  - Tocal Beekeepers Field Day—  

 
November: 

16th November—Club Meeting—Gifts you can make from your apiary products- just in time for 

Christmas. 

  
December: 

21st December—Club meeting: - Trivia night and Xmas drinks 

 
2017 

21st May 2017—Next ABA AGM Ballina  

  

 

 

 



President’s Report 

Dear members, 

 

Remember, beginning in bees now starts at 6.00 pm and the general meeting at 7.00pm. 

 

WOW, what a swarm season we’re having so far! Almost every day I am seeing/hearing of 

swarms being caught all over the coast with quite a few members having caught their first 

swarms and in some cases their first bees through chasing swarms. 

Something we are seeing this season is multiple swarms coming from one hive, even after ma-

nipulation of the brood frames. 

 

 I put this down to a couple of things : 

 Spotted Gum flowering in early winter 

 A relatively warm and wet winter  

 

These two occurrences led to hives in good areas losing very little strength over winter (some 

hives had drones all winter), with bee numbers already up once the queen kicked into laying 

colony numbers increased very rapidly, creating strong swarming urges. 

 

So, well done to all who have been out chasing swarms and spreading the word that bees are 

just doing what comes naturally and that they won’t chase you around the yard. 

Club wise, the NSWABA has been suggesting branches adopt a new constitution generated 

by the Department of Fair Trading in recent times. This is a standard constitution for community 

groups like ourselves to adopt, giving us guide on our legal requirements and protection to 

committee members when involved in community groups.  

 

Jim Hubbard made mention of this at the September meeting and will be asking for us to vote 

on and potentially adopt this constitution at the October meeting. You will see an email in the 

next few days which will provide a link to the above mentioned document for perusal.     

 

 Max Rae and new member Peter Clark, have just spent the day presenting a hive and box 

building workshop at the ABA’s Pittwater Field day, with around 350 people attending on the 

day. They spent the day answering dozens of questions on beekeeping, built very 

few frames or boxes and were well and truly worn out by the end of the day. I view this as an 

outstanding success as it means there are potentially another 300 + people out there who now 

know at least a little bit about bees, so thanks gents and great to see a very new member get-

ting involved in club activities. 

 

You will only get out of groups like ours what you put into it and I will say this until I am blue in 

the face if needed. So get involved and reap the rewards of the terrific group that we have.  

Big picture wise, the ABANSW look like adding another branch in the near future which will be 

the Urban Beekeepers of the Inner West (Sydney). This is an existing group looking at joining the 

ABANSW and with over 60 people expressing interest at creating/joining a new North Shore 

group at the Pittwater field day, there could be 20 branches by early next year. 

 



There appears to be no slowing in the growth of beekeeping which we thought may happen this 

year.  

  

Beekeeper profile this month is by Peter Fitzgerald, a keen inventor and maker/donor of the vent-

ed base raffled last year. As always these profiles are great reads. 

 

See you all on Wednesday night at the Showground. 

 

Regards 

Len Verrenkamp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Club Apiarist’s report  

 

After a 6 week trip overseas I have returned to bees doing what they do, swarming and bringing 

in honey. Many members have collected swarms over the last few weeks with some strange sto-

ries about the amount of effort that was put into collecting swarms. One member who will remain 

unnamed has come up with a vacuum method that apparently works.  

The club hives will be re-queened  the Sunday before the meeting. 

The hives that are strong will have a 5 frame nuke made up. These are to be sold to members by 

a ballot system at the next meeting on the 19th.  

Brood boxes need to be checked every 2 weeks with queen cells either used to make a new 

hive or removed. Chalk brood is still around and there have been a number of member’s hives 

that have had EFB and AFB so if not sure about holes in cappings, you need to get an experi-

enced beekeeper to take a look. 

I will need some help with extracting club honey which will be through the week not weekends 

so ring 0413331544 if available, though no time yet is scheduled. 

Peter Annabel — Club Apriast 

 



 

Beekeepers Profile  -  Peter Fitzgerald 

 

How did you get into beekeeping? 

 

I had no affinity to bees or beekeeping, the idea was to buy a farm to retire on. Once the plan 

started to evolve it became obvious that there was a flaw,  that being what do I want to do 

there? 

Setting up a dairy or livestock business was not on so I started looking and found bees. Yep that 

looks easy! 

 
Did you have a mentor  

I enrolled a few years back in the DPI Bee Beginners Course under the guidance of Bruce White . 

His ease around the hives and knowledge intrigued me so I came home and bought a bee 

package and all the other gear required. 

 
Do you have an empty super story? (Something that went wrong) 

Now I set the brood box up on a rock landing and shook the bees out as instructed,  turned to 

place the carry box in front of the hive, stood up thinking that was easy and looked back to see 

a big fat water dragon happily sitting at the brood box entrance having a feast. (last time he did 

this) 

 
Your most memorable Beekeeping moment? 

Now on the back of that story I had one hive swarm on me and when I checked there was no 

evidence of SHB, no burr comb. In fact, no wax deposits anywhere in the hive the only thing left 

 was 45 kgs of honey. 

 
The most useful gadget you have? (Not including your hive tool) 

As I work the bees by myself and most of my hives are still ten frame and they are up off the 

ground on stands, I bought a trolley which is like a small pallet lifter. This I can raise to the height 

of a possible normal 4 high stand. I can slide the box across and lower it down. It also gives me a 

working platform. 

 
What appeals to you about beekeeping  

One appeal of the bees for me is it is a past time anyone can do and form their own opinion on 

how to do it. Even lessons learnt from a mentor will take new shape. 

Another appeal for me is that there are plenty of gadgets for me to design to make my bee life 

easier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Club equipment 

Please note there will be a small deposit required when borrowing equipment which will be fully 

refunded when the item is returned in the same condition as when it was borrowed.   

 

Extractors- 4 frame and 2 frame. 

Uncapping knife (heated) 

Strainers/buckets 

Frame wiring jig. The wiring jig comes with wire, eyelets and nails and there will be a small charge 

of $0.50 per frame to cover the cost of these items, which saves you buying more than you need.  

 
A callout to all members: 

 

If you have any club equipment that has not been organised through Max could you please re-

turn it at the next meeting or directly to Max, please. 

 

Contact Max on 0424 168 590 or email:  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au or  

secretary@centralcoastbees.org 

 
Classifieds 

 

The club has the following items for sale:  

  

 External or front feeders $5.50each      $5.50 ea   

 Full depth frames (unassembled)       $1.40 ea   

 Full depth foundation        $1.90 ea   

 8F Full depth boxes/honey supers (unassembled)    $26.00ea   

 8F bottom board kits (unassembled)      $21.00ea   

 8F migratory lid kits (unassembled)       $19.00 ea   

 8F metal queen excluders        $18.00 ea   

 Apithor Hive Beetle harbourage      $7.00 ea  

 Honey Club labels         30 cents each 

 Frames for ideal boxes       $2.50 each  

 8 x  Ideal boxes         $20.00each 

 

 

Contact Robyn Crosland 0439406096 

 

 Members who need 20 L white food grade buckets available with lids that are cleaned but 

will need a second clean.  Priced at just $5.00 each or 5 for $20.   

 Hessian Bags $2 each 
 

Willing to host a couple of hives 

Please contact:   

Sue-Ellen Rixon 

4/31 Lea Ave 

Wamberal 

Ph 0423802566 

 

If you have any excess equipment for sale or are looking for gear, place a for sale or wanted ad 

in the newsletter’s classified section.   Just send the full details in an email to Maria and she will 

add it to the next newsletter.   It’s free, however, it must be related to beekeeping or honey.     

 

mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au


 
Garden Lessons 

 

Perfect Match  - Tim Entwisle 

Gardening Australia—September 2016 
 

Flower colour has a lot to do with the birds and bees. But before we delve into the colourful sex life 

of plants, firstly let 's consider why most plants are green. Being green is nothing to do with sex but all 

about that other important biological process on Earth - and perhaps in the universe - photosyn-

thesis That's where plants use the energy in sunlight to convert carbon dioxide and water into oxygen 

and sugars. We breathe and eat because of it. 

Imagine for a moment you live on a planet distant from our sun, in a solar system or galaxy far, far 

away. From the kitchen window you gaze across a black lawn to your crop of 'purples' (rather than 

greens), bordered by a gloomy, grey box hedge. 

That planet is orbiting a red dwarf. a star that produces only a fraction of the visible light we get 

from the sun. 

Back on Earth, red and blue light are absorbed by plants to fuel photosynthesis . but green light is re-

flected back at us. That's why plants appear green. On a darker planet, such as one orbiting a red 

dwarf. there would be strong selection pressures to process green light as well. So instead of plants 

looking green due to reflected light. they would soak up as much of the spectrum as possible. mak-

ing them appear black or, at best, purple. Last year . when NASA astronauts grew their first 'space let-

tuce'. they added a green light source to the more energy-efficient red and blue LED lights to give 

the lettuce a more natural, appetising hue. 

 

Rules of Attraction 

 

Flower colour, on the other hand, has an entirely different purpose: procreation. While some plants 

are able to self-pollinate and others release their pollen to be dispersed by the elements, many depend 

on animal pollinators to facilitate cross-pollination, by carrying pollen from flower to flower stuck to 

their bodies. 

To attract pollinators. plants have developed remarkably clever,  even devious - strategies, including 

exuberant floral displays . Colour choice is largely determined by what pollinators like, and the most 

common pollinators, the birds and the bees (and other insects), see colours quite differently. 

Insects such as bees are attracted to blues, and shades of purple and ultraviolet. Blue is relatively 

uncommon in the plant world but, luckily for flowers, yellow is also att ractive to a bug's eye, particu-

larly if that eye belongs to a fly. However . no insect has yet been found with receptors for red in 

their eyes. So, to butterflies and beetles, all colours at the red end of the spectrum look like our 

greens would look on that dark, distant planet - an unappealing black or dark grey. 

Before you object , yes . some red flowers do draw in the bugs. Insects use scent as well as colour to 

locate food and mates. So the crimson spider orchid (Caladenia concolor ), for example, even 

though it is completely red, attracts tiny wasps by mimicking the physical appearance of females and 

emitting evocative pheromones - a classic example of bait and switch. 

Red flowers, though are mostly for the birds. Birds can definitely see red, and they seem to like it, alt-

hough it may be the absence of bees rather than a passionate desire for that colour. Birds also seem 

to associate - rightly or wrongly, depending on the plant-animal relationship - red flowers with the 

sweet reward of nectar. That said, they are attracted to orange, yellow and white flowers as well. 

If you are observant, you'll notice fewer red-flowering plants when climbing up a mountain, correlat 

ing with an increase in insect numbers and decrease in birds. Evolution works the other way  



 

around, transitioning from insect to bird pollination through a variety of mechanisms - including col-

our. Shape and size - and repeatedly across the tree of life. 

Many night-faring insects, such as moths, are attracted to flowers with white petals, or those that 

are light-coloured enough to be visible at twilight or in moonlight. Bats don't use sight as much as 

insects, so plants that are trying to attract them canhave blood-red or brown flowers, just as 

long as they are big and hang the right way (mostly upside down). 

As for black flowers. these are extremely rare on Earth. Scientists and growers have manipulated 

tulips, roses, violets, hyacinths and petunias to produce black or blackish flowers, but in nature 

there are rather few. The one you are most likely to encounter in an Australian garden is the New 

Zealand kohuhu ( Pittosporum tenuijolium ), which has small blackish flowers. 

These seem an odd evolutionary adaptation. as they are presumably difficult for any animal to 

see. While birds eat the fruit, they don't visit the flowers, so evening insects are usually implicated 

in pollination. Kohuhu does have a sweet evening per fume but so does its Australian sister spe-

cies. the sweet pittosporum ( P undulotum ) and this variety has light-coloured flowers typical of a 

moth attractor. 

One possible reason for the kohuhu's sweet-smelling, black flowers is to provide a safe resting 

place for insects at night. This 'protective shelter ' argument has been used to explain the dark 

red or purple colour of some iris flowers. Solitary male bees in particular are on the lookout for 

places to rest overnight. usually favouring tree hollows and rock crevices. If they should be drawn 

into the kohuhu flower by its seductive scent. why not spend the night there instead? The next 

morning they emerge with a light dusting of pollen, primed to help the kohuhu cross-pollinate.   

 

Complexity of nature 

 

Like everything else in biology, things in the plant world are seldom simple. There are 

flowers that are multi-coloured and others that use reflective surfaces and ultraviolet 

patterns to draw in pollinators. Some even change colour within a single blooming to 

attract or discourage pollinators. The flowers of the giant waterlilies ( Victoria omozonico 

and V cruziono) for example emerge from the water creamy white and smelling of pine-

apple to attract night-faring beetles. When a beetle arrives and begins searching for 

the food emitting such a delicious aroma, the flower shuts trapping the beetle within its 

petals when it submerges. 

When it resurfaces the following evening, the flower is fragrance free and magenta pink 

(probably an unappealing grey to an insect that can't see red). The beetle. covered in 

pollen and probably rather dazed but otherwise unharmed heads off in search of more 

appet ising (pineapple-scented) waterlilies to nibble on and pollinate. The waterlily's mis-

sion is accomplished. Let's return to the view from the kitchen window . this time on Earth 

in spring. From there. you observe the bees seek out blue and yellow flowers and the 

birds favour red flowers. Late in the evening, you watch the moths and bats track down 

white and brown flowers respectively. As for the black flowers. you might see a fly or 

two but don't expect  much action after  dark.  

Article supplied by Ellen Gene 

Article modified for the newsletter.   



  

Native Buzz—Splitting Native Hives 

Splitting a native Oath Hive—is relatively easily and done quickly.   

Conditions for splitting include 

 Warm sunny day between the hours of 9 and 4pm.   

 No wind not a breeze 

 Ensure the weather forecast at night time temperatures in the teens and day time tempera-

tures above 19°C.   

 Using a hive tool, begin to prise open the original hive.  Close by the secondary hive, in 

parts beside.  You may require a Phillips head screw driver to release a screw that holds the 

star post of the box.   

 Check to see if the hive is in good condition, plenty of brood and honey supplies.   

 Try not to disturb the hive too much.  The natives will come out and into your eyes and ears.   

 Take the original box bottom and place a new top.   

 The original box top and place a new bottom.   

 All done.   

 Ensure straps are in place.   

 

If done quickly and correctly—no more then 10 minutes in total.  Remember it’s not a race.  Let 

the hive to settle and then reposition hives into location.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 Mentors  

Name Contact number  
Phone  assistance 
only please tick box 

Areas you are prepared to 
travel to for hive inspections 

Stewart Suesse 0412704167   telephone assistance 

Maria Glabus 0432683734   
Northern end of coast , Toukley to 
Morisset 

Susan Zgraja 43891874   All Areas 

Barry Eslick 43325797 0414769337   All Areas, Warre Specialist 

Brian Sawyer 43822366 0418965630   
Avoca, Terrigal, Bensville, Kincum-
ber, Macmasters ,Killcare 

Tony Vanden Hoogen gyro14u@gmail.com   Ourimbah & surrounds 

Ray Isaacs 0433393901   
Davistown, Greenpoint ,Sarratoga 
Kincumber 

Johan deKock 0423399567   Matcham , Holgate,  Erina 

Barbara Elkins 0419742388   Long Jetty , Terrigal 

Mathew Douglass 0450704017 Outside school hours 
Davistown , Avoca,  Sarratoga,  
Kincumber 

Toni Mitchell 0413401985   Ourimbah to Bateau Bay Areas 

mailto:gyro14u@gmail.com


 

Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales 

 

Hayley Pragert has been appointed as the Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales.  

Hayley Pragert 

Bee Biosecurity Officer 

Biosecurity and Food Safety 

New South Wales Department of Primary IndustriesBee Biosecurity Program 

161 Kite Street, Orange NSW 2800 

T: 02 6391 3652  

M: 0438 677 195  

E: hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity


 

Current Resources—CCABA Library  

 

 

 

1 Field Guide to Eucalypts Volume 1 Brooker & Klienig 

2 Honeybee Cemocracy  Thomas D Seeley 

3 Planting Native Trees on Farms Catchment Management Authority 

4 Thorsons Bee Health (2 copies)  Hasnan Walsi 

5 Research Report 1980 - 1995 

Honeybee Research & Development 

council 

6 Bussy Bees a Sparkle Book Glenn Johnstone 

7 Queen Rearing L.E Snelgrove 

8 ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture A.I.Root 

9 Native Bees of Sydney Region Anne Dollin & Partners 

10 Swarming it's control and Prevention L.E Snelgrove 

11 The hive and the honeybee Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth 

12 Legend of the hive Maria Owsianka 

13 Bee Friendly Mark Leech 

14 Honey and Pollen Flora Alan Clemson 

15 The beekeepers Handbook Roger. A. Morse 

16 The Complete Handbook of Beekeeping Herbert Mace 

17 Better Beekeeping Kim Flottum 

18 Breeding the Honeybee Brother Adam 

19 The Honeybee James. L. Gould 

20 Bees Biology & Management Peter. G. Kevan 

21 

Introduction to Australian Native bees 2nd edi-

tion Dr  Anne Dollin (in folder) 

22 Beecraft 2004 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

23 Beecraft 2006 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

24 A Wprld without Bees Alison Mc Cullum 

25 Beekeeping in New Zealand B.P. Marris 

26 Honey Business Fred Benecke 

27 Foul Brood Desease of Honey Bees FERA 

28 Managing varroa FERA 



 

29 Five hundred answers to bee questions A.I.Root 

30 Backyard bees Doug Purdie 

31 Bees and Honey Joy Lau 

32 Build your own bee keeing equipment Tony Pisano 

33 Bees and Mankind John B. Free 

34 bee keeping in Victoria D.F. Langridge 

35 Bees I. Khalifman 

36 The immigrant Bees Peter Barrett 

37 Honey in Bees in Australia Tarlton Rayment 

38 Bees and Honey Roger Mott 

39 

Backyard bee keeping in Australia and New 

Zealand C.N. Smithers 

40 The bee Book Peter Warhurst & roger Goebel 

41 Australian Stingless Bees John Klumpp 

42 The Beekeepers Lament Hannah Nordhaus 

43 Honey Flora S.T. Blake and C. Roff 

44 The Buzz about bees Jurgen Tautz 

45 Two million blossoms Kirsten S. Traynor, M.S. 

46 Honey, Nature's golden healer Gloria Havenhand 

47 Curative properties of Honey and bee venom N. Yoirish 

48 Top bar beekeeping Les Crowder & Heather Harrell 

49 Contemporary Queen Rearing Harry H. Laidlaw. Jr 

50 Beekeeing for all Abbe Warre 

51 How to keep bees and sell honey Walter T. Kelly 

52 Beginning in bees NSW Dept Agriculture 

53 Honey Cookbook Peter russell Clarke 

54 Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure R.B. Gulliford 

55 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

56 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

57 The Honey Flow Kylie Tennant 

58 Boxes to bar hives Trevor Weatherhead 

59 The bee friendly beekeeper David Heaf 

60 Bees: Karl Von Frisch 

61 Beekeeping the gentle craft John F. Adams 

62 Guide to bees and honey Ted Hooper 

63 The Australian Beekeeping Manual Robert Owen 



 

Cork Institute of Technology have stepped up to the plate to help out the Irish Beekeeping 

Associations 

Article from the West Cork Times Publications—31st May 2016 

www.westcorktimes.com 

Winter losses in the Cork area are reported in certain parts of the County as being in the region of 

50-70%. The mild winter of 2014/15 and the bad summer in 2015 are mainly the cause. 

The mild winter  of  2014/15  meant bees were out foraging for pollen on Christmas day when 

they should have been in a tight cluster  overwintering. The mild temperature led  to a small bit of 

overwintered brood rearing which is a breeding ground for varroa, a mite that is a vector for vi-

rus's among the honeybee population. 

Early spring build up from the fine weather last April and then the washout during the summer 

where there was 30% more rainfall in July/ August and soil temperature were 2-3 C degrees below 

normal meant that the main crop which is normally a blackberry and clover mix did not produce. 

The blackberry was washed out and the clover did not produce nectar as the soil temperatures 

were too low. 

The rain effected the queens mating and lack of pollen and high varroa loads meant that the 

queens that mated early in the year mated with sterile drones, and while the brood pattern 

looked ok the queens went drone laying as a result of sterile drones late in the season. 

Unlike taking a cow to a bull where you have a good idea what the quality of the breed will be if 

the cow reproduces, the queen in her first twenty one days  of  life heads off to a drone congre-

gation area and mates on the wing with about twenty different drones. The idea being that the 

more drones she mates with  the healthier the colony will be and the better genetic diversity will 

show up in the brood pattern. 

However most queens mated badly in May and June the bees decided they were not acceptable 

and tried to supersede many of them in the autumn. The lack of pollen in August September 

meant that there was a lack of good quality drones and most of those queens failed to  mate 

and the colonies are now doomed because there were not enough unrelated drones available 

for the newly emerged  queens to mate with and those they did mate were too closely related 

to themselves, which means the brood pattern the queens are now producing is unviable and 

spotty with poor genetic diversity. On top of that the high levels of varroa meant the drones that 

the queens mated with were sterile as a result of the deformed wing virus associated with varroa 

mite, a virus that a large population of our honey bee stocks now carry. 

Cork Institute of Technology have stepped up to the plate and agreed to set up a research pro-

ject to run in the newly built CREATE building to sample the Irish stocks , identify the different sex 

alleles ,so that in the future Irish beekeepers can select for sex alleles to improve the genetic via-

bility of their honeybee stocks. The aim is to eventually  have a  nationwide data base covering 

all of Ireland so that if a beekeeper needs to introduce new genetics into their stocks then they 

can select from the database to  improve  the overall bee-health in their bees. The project co-

vers the Island of Ireland and  it is hoped to sample bees from all 32 counties, to see what genetic 

resources are available. This would helpthe beekeepers who swop queens to use science to select 

different sex alleles in the hope that the queens would meet up with drones with different sex 

alleles to improve the over all genetic viability, diversity and un-relatedness that is currently in the 

stocks and the overall bee health of the Irish stocks.  

 

 



 

The pollination value to the Irish Economy is in the millions but is ignored or taken for granted. Re-

search has shown that crops like oilseed rape benefit by an increase of up to 27% in the setting of 

the seed pod if a strong the crop at the time of yielding. Not  to mention our fruit and vegetable 

crops,  soft fruits and apples, whose window for pollination is only in the first five days of flowering. 

While we have a current crisis this year the solution is solving a long term problem, lack of diversity 

locally is not on the whole Island.  

Article supplied by Eileen 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TOCAL FIELD BEEKEEPERS’ DAY October 29th 2016 

 

8.45: Introduction 

9‐9.30: Biosecurity Update…..Hayley Pragert 

9.30‐10: Vocational Training, “Tocal the Place to Bee”….Elizabeth Frost 

10.‐10.20: Pillars of Beekeeping…..Doug Somerville 

10.20‐10.40: Mesh bottom boards, hive ventilation and temperature control….Col Wilson 

10.40‐11: MORNING TEA 

11‐11.30: Honey‐‐‐Hive to Consumer….Bill Winner 

11.30-11.45: Native Bees---AgGuide Preview….Danielle Lloyd-Prichard 

11.45‐ 12.30: TWO SIMULTANEOUS DEMONSTRATIONS: 

Opening Beehives for Beginners….In the field 

Inspecting Beehives for Disease....In the field 

12.30‐1.30: LUNCH 

1.30‐2.30: THREE SIMULTANEOUS DEMONSTRATIONS: 

Inspecting hives for Disease….In the field (repeat demonstration) 

Demonstration of Extraction….Indoors 

View the inside of a native stingless beehive….In the field 

2.30‐ 3: Rearing Quality Queens….Elizabeth Frost and Doug Somerville 

3‐3.30: Flow Hive Update 

3.30‐4: Q& A 

VENUE FOR INDOOR ACTIVITIES: THE MAIN HALL 

TRADE SHOW AND FOOD/COFFEE AVAILABLE ALL DAY 

 



. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Equipment list for catching swarms 

The swarm list for this year is published in this edition.   

One of the keys to safe and efficient swarm collection is preparation. Swarms can be there one 

minute and gone the next so if you keep the equipment listed below in your car or packed up 

and readily accessible, when that call comes in you’re ready to go. 

At a minimum you will need the following: 

Swarm box 

Spray bottle full of water or fresh sugar syrup 

Pruning saw 

Pair of secateurs 

Roll of duct tape 

Bee suit, veil, gloves  

Step ladder (optional and self-explanatory) 

Bee brush 

Somewhere to put your swarm once you have it in a box. 

Smoker (optional, pls refer to comment) 

Sense of humour 

 

Swarm box: 

This can be anything from a full hive to a cardboard box, as long as it has the following attributes: 

Big enough to hold 4 or 5 frames of foundation (no drawn comb), best if the frames don’t sit on 

the bottom of the box and there is some space under the lid or you will squash bees. A secure lid 

that can be removed and replace. 

An opening at one end and towards the bottom (say 30mm in diameter) that can be closed off.   

Ventilation, 3 or 4 off 30mm diameter holes with some fly screen over them work well. Remember 

this box must be able to be sealed so the bees cannot escape when in your car, but still have 

ventilation so they don’t overheat.  

The lighter the better for swarm boxes, makes it much easier to hold them up underneath swarms 

or jam into trees, on top of letter boxes, under stairs etc. 

The swarm can generally stay in this box for a week of two if required, however they could quick-

ly outgrow it once brood starts to hatch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Spray bottle 

Any clean spray bottle will do, it’s used to wet the cluster down before dropping them into your 

swarm box. It tends to make them hang together better and also gives them a drink before they 

get locked into their new box whilst you take it home.  

 
Pruning saw and secateurs 

Great for removing a branch a swarm is hanging on or branches that are in the way  

 
Roll of duct tape (not black) 

The handiest piece of equipment in your kit. I use a cloth backed tape that’s 50mm wide and is 

easy to tear off, the tape can be used for sealing up holes, holding a box in position whilst the 

bees go inside, I have even used it to make a bridge for the bees to walk across to the box once 

we had the queen and most of the bees inside when they were clustered over a letter box.  

 
Bee suit, veil, gloves 

 

Bee brush  

 

Somewhere to put your swarm 

Sounds obvious, however if you already have bees in one place don’t put a swarm with them, 

swarms need to be quarantined for two brood cycles or about 6 weeks and then inspected for 

disease before placing in your apiary.  
 

Smoker 

You will notice this is listed as optional, by all means take it with you, however it is rare to need to 

smoke a swarm, bees are generally quite docile when in swarm mode as they do not have a 

home to protect. 

The exception is if you come across a swarm that have been settled long enough in one spot to 

start building comb for the queen to lay in, then you will probably need to smoke the bees as 

they will be protective of their brood etc as this could be regarded as an established colony. 

In the meantime, watch the video on the link below and this will give you an idea on how to deal 

with an easy swarm and become a bee whisperer.. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU  
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU


 

Kenyan farmers using honey bees to protect crops from elephants 

By Africa correspondent Martin Cuddihy 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/kenyan-farmers-using-bees-to-protect-crops-from-

elephants/7921714 

 

 
PHOTO: A herd of elephants at a waterhole in Tsavo, Kenya. (ABC News: Martin Cuddihy) 

PHOTO: Kenyan farmer Hezron Nzumu watches over his crops. (ABC News: Martin Cuddihy) 

 

 

The belief that elephants are afraid of mice has been tested and seemingly proved by science 

television program Mythbusters. 

 

But it turns out elephants are also afraid of honeybees, and this is a life-changing fact for Kenyan 

farmers. The elephants of Tsavo are world-renowned and more than 15,000 of them live in the 

national parks of eastern Kenya. But elephants are wildlife and they do not really respect the 

boundaries of the park. How can they when most of it is not even fenced? 

 

So farmers who live around the peripheries of the Tsavo conservancies have long battled with 

the world's largest land mammal. There have been instances where elephants have been killed 

by farmers and communities because crops have been destroyed. Ester Serem, a project officer 

with Save the Elephants, said the community was "scared of the elephants". "We have had some 

instances where some people have been killed here," she said. "When people see the elephants 

approaching, they just freak out." 

 

Farmer Hezron Nzumu has spent many sleepless nights chasing elephants out of his paddocks. 

"After we plant our crops we have to keep on changing. If I'm asleep, my wife would be awake. 

We have to keep on exchanging at night." He would do whatever it takes to keep the elephants 

away. “We have to beat the Mbati (a tin roof) whistling — using a whistle or making noise. Light-

ing fires and using torches." 

 
'Phenomenal' beehive experiment 

 

The discovery that elephants are afraid of bees has changed the way farmers are protecting 

their livelihoods. Masters student Sophia Weinmann is studying Resource Conservation at the Uni-

versity of Montana. She has been helping to set up beehive fences and then records the result. 

"Elephants can recognise the sound of them in their beehives," she said. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/martin-cuddihy/166980
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/kenyan-farmers-using-bees-to-protect-crops-from-elephants/7921714
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/kenyan-farmers-using-bees-to-protect-crops-from-elephants/7921714
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/img_2284.jpg/7935624
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/hezron-nzumu.jpg/7935622
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/img_2284.jpg/7935624
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/hezron-nzumu.jpg/7935622


 

"If an animal comes up to the fence, sometimes they just hear the bees or they recognise the 

shape  cause they have been here before. "They walk within a few metres of the hives and then 

they turn and walk away." 

 

African honey bees are far more aggressive than their European cousins. In fact, certain sections 

of the tabloid media in the US simply refer to them as killer bees. If their hives are disturbed, the 

insects will swarm. They have been known to kill people, and they have been known to kill ele-

phants as well. 

 

"If they don't recognise the hives straight away, if they come and they hit the wire, it'll shake the 

hive and the bees will come out and they'll sting the elephants around the eyes, ears, and the 

trunk and then the elephants will run away," Ms Weinmann said. 

 

 

PHOTO: Farmers in eastern Kenya are using beehive fences as an elephant deterrent. (ABC News: Martin 

Cuddihy) 

In fact, the bees are so aggressive that it is not safe to transfer a colony of bees into an empty 

hive. Extracting honey during the day is considered folly. 

The trial has the approval of the of Kenya's Wildlife Service, the Government arm that controls the 

national parks. 

 

 

PHOTO: Sophia Weinmann (R) has been helping to set up 

beehive fences around farms in Kenya. (ABC News: Mar-

tin Cuddihy) 

 

"I think it's a phenomenal experiment," wildlife service di-

rector general Kitili Mbathi said.  ”I've tasted the honey 

and it's delicious. If we can do more things like that we'll 

be winning." 

 

The benefits to the farmers appears threefold. Primarily, it 

stops the elephants and that is what the whole program is designed to do. There has been an 80 

per cent reduction of elephant invasions on farms using the bee fences. But the farmer also gets 

to sell the honey — and anecdotally, their yields are up. Bees are not only protecting the crops, 

they are pollinating them as well. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/img_2293.jpg/7935626
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/img_2293.jpg/7935626
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-15/img_2293.jpg/7935626


Editor’s Last Words 

Swarms—the latest. 

As you have read my story about collecting swarms, well it gets better, or so I believe.  The back-

yard site has grown from 1 hive to 3 hives.  (1 split and 1 swarm).  I received a text message from 

a club member about a swarm out my way, could you go and collect the swarm. Wednesday 

afternoon, it getting late.  It’s already dark and cold but I drive out to investigate if the swarm is 

still there.  Yeh—hive 4.  Friday afternoon call from a gentleman from Central Coast Council, let-

ting me know that someone has dumped a hive not far from where I live.  Ok will investigate.  

Turns out the hive was not dumped but happy living in a 60L black garbage bin lying in the bush-

es.  Collected—hive 5.  This is crazy! 

 

Things appear to settle down and my head is spinning with the extra hives.  Two weeks pass and 

the start of my holidays is imminent. We’ve packed the caravan, hitched the van into the back 

of the 4x4 and slowly edging it down the driveway when I hear this incredible noise.  I  look up to 

see what was happening and see thousands of bees leaving the parent hive—hive 1. This was a 

hive that I had split, just a month ago!  On the two way radio, I radio my partner who is driving 

around the block with  caravan in tow to ensure that all things are right.  Another 5 minutes and I 

would not have been able to see this incredible scene.  I watch the swarm take place.  A swirling 

mass of bees.  All I could do was stand back and watch.  After about 20 minutes, the bees ap-

pear to have landed and the swarm starts to take place.  Less then 5 meters from the hive, the 

queen lands on the nearby bush.  Needless to say.  2 hours later we finally left on our holiday.  

Hive 6, safety in the backyard.   

 

But that’s not all yet folks!   

We arrive back from camping, the weather was beautiful but we were well and truly was over 

the windy conditions.  Early Monday morning we start working on the caravan and cars—

cleaning.  It’s the same noise again , OH NO!  Not again!  Quickly check to see which hive was 

swarming, parent hive 1 was swarming again, a secondary swarm!  Not much I can do except 

watch.   It looked like the bees starts to settle on the neighbours roof—no problems.  No too hot!  

Metal roof.  Swarm on the move again.  This time up a tree—some 25 metres up.  For two days 

this swarm hung from the tree branch.  By day three, we have gone out to do some errands.  It 

was about 11.30 ish when we arrived home. I have come to terms that I would not be able to 

collect this swarm, my only concern, it could become a problem else where.  Then came the 

noise, the swarm was moving. They came over the back yard—almost like a final farewell and 

then circled over the road and beyond.  I did go looking for them.  No luck.   

 

It looked like it was returning back to normal, silly season for bees looked to be calming down.   

Last Saturday, a friend and two others who were interested in bees came along for lunch and a 

chance to see both native and European honey bees.  The friends walked in, greetings and all 

complete and made comment on the bees out the front.  Yeh, we can see the bees busy in the 

garden—that’s great.  We were thinking, gee, they generally aren’t out the front but thought 

nothing more of the comment, thinking these visitors must have been excited to see 4 or 5 bees 

on our natives. 

Lunch, drinks, more food, inspection of the hives and lengthy discussions on beekeeping and our 

afternoon was over. It was time to go.  We walked out the front of the yard, to wave good bye.  

Then I noticed the bees, in what appeared to be a holding patterning, circling around a native 

bush.  On closer inspection, a swarm!  My friends were super impressed, thinking that I had 

staged their welcome with a swarm which was behaving very nicely.   



 

Casually, I collected the swarm - hive 7.  I think standing out on the road side in my beekeepers 

suit was quite a scene.  Many people, either walking past, or on bike or car, took a second look.  

The swarm was nicely concealed in the bush, not at all visible so it left many pondering as to my 

activities.   

I  felt like Kevin Costner‘s character in the movie—Field of Dreams.  “Built it and they will come”.  

Needless to say, I’ve closed up shop and for the last week—no additional swarms have come.   

 

All the time this was happening, I had started reading an interesting book—Homo Deus, A brief 

history of Tomorrow by Yuval Noah Harari.  A fabulous read.  The author, has a PhD in History from 

the University of Oxford.   

According the Professor Harari—all living things are in fact living biochemical algorithms.  An    

algorithm is a methodical set of steps that can be used to make calculations, resolve problems 

and reach decisions.  An algorithm isn’t a particular calculation, but the method followed when 

making calculations.  It took me a few days to make sense of this definition.  And a swarm or too.   

How can a bee—or a swarm, be a living biochemical algorithm? As beekeepers we are told to 

look out for queen cells as an indication that the hive may be ready to swarm.  When parame-

ters are right it gives the hive information that swarming needs to take place.   

I just laughed when I saw the recent article in the ABK—In the Apiary—Swarm Control Measures 

by Frank Lindsay.  Vol 118, No 4.  October 2016. In my case, it came two months too late.   The 

article gives some useful trips about swarming.  Remember, back in early August I had split my 

parent hive—hive 1 to form hive 2.  Removed frames, replaced some old frames with new un-

drawn frames.  Removed honey and even placed an ideal box to keep the bees happy and 

busy with more room.  Huh! Yeh right!  Once this living algorithm identifies there is a problem, too 

many bees for the space, future endeavours seem set.  The hive has already decided to swarm, 

because the queen’s pheromones are no longer effective and the worker bees are not smelling 

her in the hive.  Too much noise, too many conflicting messages result in confusion.  The hive has 

a problem and will work to solve this problem.    

The hive has to be organised to start this process, a revolution has began!   

It’s not the numbers that are successful in revolutions but the timing to over power the queen in 

the belief that something is wrong.  Who starts the beginning of the swarm outing?  Watch a 

swarm leave the hive, the noise, the confusion , mass hysteria.   

It takes me back to the Sun Palace, King Louis XIV, who was dallying with his mistresses in Ver-

sailles.  It’s was famine that drove the poor to revolt.  Some 2.8 million French people starved to 

death between 1692 to 1694.  War, famine and disease have driven the human population for 

millions of years.  But what happens to the land or hive of plenty?  What is happening to the hu-

man population, as our numbers increase, plentiful food, medicine and rather long periods of 

peace.   

Well the human population is getting ready to swarm to Mars.  The conditions here on Earth, the 

noise, the confusion and yet a small group of algorithms are planning to leave this planet in 

search of something better?  The scene has been set!  

Vive la Hive, Vive la Revolution!  

Maria Glabus  - the Editior 


