
 

 

Next Meeting 
Meetings of our Association are conducted on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

(except January) Old Tote rooms in the Gosford Showground. 
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This stunning set of images were 

captured by photographer  

Agus Sudarmanto  



P A G E  2  

The CCABA is a branch member of the NSW Amateur Beekeepers 

Association.   

The CCABA Club would like to acknowledge this relationship with 

the NSWABA.  

http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/ 

 

 

We are asking all members to wear their name badges to each  

meeting, if you don’t have one, see Barbara Elkins at the meeting and 

she will organise one for you.  

Visitors will also be given a hand written badge for the meeting. 

Position held Name and Contact details 

President Len Verrenkamp   

president@centralcoastbees.org 

Vice President Stewart Suesse  suesse@aapt.net.au 

Secretary Max Rae  secretary@centralcoastbees.org 

Treasurer Ray Isaacs   rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au 

Assist secretary Martijn  Schiferli  

Public officer Jim Hubbard 

Club Apriast Peter Annabel   

Assist Club Apriast Barry Eslick  

Equipment Officer 

 

Extraction 

Hart Peters 041 7674 687 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.co 

 

Steve Calcroft 0478142662 

stevecalcroft@live.com.au 

Publicity Officer Barbara Elkins 

Librarian Barry Eslick  

Catering officer Susan Zgraja 

Newsletter Editor Maria Glabus – marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

2016 Committee Members:   

mailto:Len@totalfitting.com.au
mailto:sues@aapt.net.au
mailto:rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au
mailto:marija.glabus68@icloud.com
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Coming Events:   

   
November: 

16th November—Club Meeting—Gifts you can make from your apiary products- just in time for 

Christmas. 

  
December: 

21st December—Club meeting: - Trivia night and Xmas drinks 

 
2017 

21st May 2017—Next ABA AGM Ballina  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



President’s Report 

Dear members, 

Cool evenings and warming days.. Is there a better time of year for bees? 

There is still a bit of swarming going on, Silky Oaks, Tea Trees (melaleuca and leptosper-

mum) and our iconic Angophora’s are covered in flowers and gardens around the coast 

are looking great. Having already seen a couple of flow hive harvests from members, hives 

right around the coast should be gaining weight, if not having already produced a harvest 

by now. 

So far SHB has not been as prevalent as last season which is due to the cooler conditions 

and lower humidity we have been experiencing, however please do not become compla-

cent, these little buggers will be breeding fast as soon as conditions are right. 

Interesting to note in Col Wilson’s talk on hive ventilation at Tocal, he mentioned vented 

base boards seemed to keep the humidity level lower in hives which helped to disrupt the 

breeding cycle of SHB and resulted in lower numbers of beetle, something in that for all of 

us I think.. 

Attendance numbers at our monthly meetings are very healthy to say the least, at last 

count membership was 145 and it appears our growth will continue as a lot more flow hives 

come into use with around 6500 sold in Australia so far… 

With this in mind, we have had some discussions along the lines of the club swarming and 

creating another ABA branch on the Central Coast. As I said, these are discussions only and 

it was suggested possibly forming a sub group for our natural beekeepers might be an op-

tion. This was discussed at the committee meeting this month and has been approved in 

principle, should a group wish to form they will have the full support of the club, its facilities 

and equipment.  

We will also be asking for members to volunteer to create a show organizing committee at 

the November meeting. With the merging of Gosford and Wyong councils, The Gosford 

show will now become the Central Coast Regional show in 2017, the showground trust is 

looking at numerous ideas that should provide a big boost to the event. As this is our show-

case event for the year and includes our annual honey competition, the committee has 

decided a dedicated organizational group is required to make the most of this revamped 

event and share the load around.     

Big picture wise, the new online membership system has been launched by the ABANSW. 

All membership renewals and applications will now be done online through the ABANSW 

website. Of course, there will most likely be teething problems so please be patient and let 

the system evolve for a couple of weeks and we will endeavor to answer/resolve all ques-

tions in one hit. You have until the 19th of December to gain the early bird discount and up 

to 3 months after that, so there is ample time to complete your membership renewal.     

Beekeeper profile this month is by member Jonathan King and as always provides an inter-

esting read. 

See you all on Wednesday night at the Showground. 

Regards 

Len Verrenkamp 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Club Apiarist’s report  

 

Peter Annabel — Club Apriast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beekeepers Profile  -  Jonathan King  

 

 
How did you get into beekeeping? 

 

My interest started in about 2010 when I became curious about the origins of the various brands 

of honey that was available in supermarkets, specialty shops and at country fairs. I thought that I 

could satisfy my sweet tooth if I could harvest my own honey. I started attending meetings in 

2011 at the Sohier Park Hall in Ourimbah – it was a relatively small club at that stage. 

Interestingly my craving for sweet has diminished somewhat over the few years since I’ve been 

harvesting. Whenever I harvest the overpowering sweet scent makes me reach for the salty po-

tato chips or nuts as soon as I’ve finished cleaning the equipment.   

 
 Did you have a mentor? 

 I purchased my first hive from Jeff Somerville in spring 2011. The plan was to let them settle in for 

a few weeks before inspecting them. About three weeks later my family reported that there were 

swarms of bees flying around and around the back yard. They didn’t hang about and were no-

where to be seen when I got home. Jeff and I inspected the hive soon after and found numerous 

queen cells. The hive produced a new queen and soon became very productive. Jeff gave me 

a surprising entry into beekeeping and since then I’ve been learning constantly. 

 
Do you have an empty super story? (something that went wrong) 

In 2015 I had two hives that were weakening, with diminishing numbers of bees as the summer 

came to an end. I purchased two queens from someone that Penders recommended. I could 

not find the old queens and introduced the new queens at the end of summer. 

When I inspected the hives in spring 2015 I was shocked to find empty frames without brood, 

mould, and thousands of hive beetles. At the time, I was unsure whether there was an AFB infec-

tion that precipitated the downfall of the hives, with beetles coming in when the colonies were 

weakened. I took the drastic step of burning the frames and boxes. It is possible that I introduced 

poor queens into weak colonies and that the hives were in unfavourable locations.   

I obtained packages of bees in early summer 2015 and placed two new hives in a sunnier spot, 

north facing, and installed vented bases. The new colonies have been thriving and a year later 

(2016) I’ve added a super to one hive, and a Flow super to another. I’ve already harvested from 

both hives.  

Despite using three methods for hive beetle control in each hive, they still scurry about the 

frames. This has been my constant battle.   

 
 Your most memorable Beekeeping moment? 

I had some early success with harvesting and in the 2013 Gosford Show won first prize for candied 

and second prize for light honey. I had more success the subsequent year with dark and medium 

honey. 

 
The most useful gadget you have? (not inc your hive tool)  

Being a hobbyist, the honey extractions are done in the kitchen. I’ve not bothered with the elec-

tric knife for a while and found another method of uncapping- I heat up the breadknife in the 

asparagus steamer.  The serrated blade allows me to saw away the wax capping with relative 

ease. 

 
 What appeals to you about beekeeping? 

The fascinating thing is that there are so many ways of beekeeping, without right or wrong. 

Providing the optimal environment for bees is as much as I can do, while manipulating them is 

another challenge. I enjoy speaking with fellow beekeepers about various topics, and am heart-

ened by the support and common interests. I’m still developing my beekeeping philosophy and 

am constantly learning.  



Club equipment 

Please note there will be a small deposit required when borrowing equipment which will be fully 

refunded when the item is returned in the same condition as when it was borrowed.   

 

Extractors- 4 frame and 2 frame. 

Uncapping knife (heated) 

Strainers/buckets 

Frame wiring jig. The wiring jig comes with wire, eyelets and nails and there will be a small charge 

of $0.50 per frame to cover the cost of these items, which saves you buying more than you need.  

 
A callout to all members: 

 

If you have any club equipment that has not been organised through Max could you please re-

turn it at the next meeting or directly to Max, please. 

 

Contact Max on 0424 168 590 or email:  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au or  

secretary@centralcoastbees.org 

 
Classifieds 

 

The club has the following items for sale:  

  

 External or front feeders $5.50each      $5.50 ea   

 Full depth frames (unassembled)       $1.40 ea   

 Full depth foundation        $1.90 ea   

 8F Full depth boxes/honey supers (unassembled)    $26.00ea   

 8F bottom board kits (unassembled)      $21.00ea   

 8F migratory lid kits (unassembled)       $19.00 ea   

 8F metal queen excluders        $18.00 ea   

 Apithor Hive Beetle harbourage      $7.00 ea  

 Honey Club labels         30 cents each 

 Frames for ideal boxes       $2.50 each  

 8 x  Ideal boxes         $20.00each 

 

 

Contact Robyn Crosland 0439406096 

 

 Members who need 20 L white food grade buckets available with lids that are cleaned but 

will need a second clean.  Priced at just $5.00 each or 5 for $20.   

 Hessian Bags $2 each 
 

Willing to host a couple of hives 

Please contact:   

Sue-Ellen Rixon 

4/31 Lea Ave 

Wamberal 

Ph 0423802566 

 

If you have any excess equipment for sale or are looking for gear, place a for sale or wanted ad 

in the newsletter’s classified section.   Just send the full details in an email to Maria and she will 

add it to the next newsletter.   It’s free, however, it must be related to beekeeping or honey.     

 

 

mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au


Celebrity BeeKeepers 
  

BY ERICA MAI 

  

IN BEEKEEPING IN THE WORLD 

 

Since the beginning of humankind and all throughout history, people have been obsessed with bees.  

Accounts of beekeepers date all the way back to Ancient Greece with Aristotle being most well known. 

Today’s beekeepers are assumed to be eccentric old men living in Vermont making their own mead and 

maple syrup. In actuality, beekeeping is much more common. In fact, many celebrities practice the art. It’s 

becoming more and more mainstream, especially with the growth of environmentalism. 

 

F i l m  

Scarlett Johansen 

Scarlett Johansen, the star from Captain America and Lucy, began beekeeping after receiving a hive of 

bees as a wedding present from Samuel L. Jackson. She received the hive from Jackson after their con-

stant discussions of the global collapse of bees. She currently uses the honey from her bees as an organic 

skincare beauty regimen. 

Morgan Freeman 

Morgan Freeman detailed his transformation of his 126-acre ranch in Mississippi to a bee haven on The To-

night Show with Jimmy Fallon. Channeling his inner Berkeley hippie, he does not use any protection while 

beekeeping because he “resonates” and “becomes one” with the bees. 

 

L i t e r a r y  F i g u r e s  

Leo Tolstoy 

Leo Tolstoy, a Russian author, detailed his beekeeping knowledge while penning War and Peace. Tolstoy’s 

insight came from owning his own hives while in Russia. His wife writes in her diary describing Tolstoy’s love 

of bees stating, “He is crouching in front of his hives, net over his head. The apiary has become the centre 

of the world for him now and everybody has to be interested exclusively in Bees!”. 

Sylvia Plath 

Sylvia Plath, famed for authoring The Bell Jar, was fascinated with bees and owned her own hives. Months 

before her death, she wrote poems using bees as a descriptive point for her degenerating relationship with 

her husband. The poems describe her isolation from her spouse along with her tumultuous experiences with 

beekeeping. 

 

M u s i c  C h a r a c t e r s  

Sting from The Police 

Gordon Sumner, more commonly known as Sting from The Police, has been affected deeply by bees de-

spite not owning any hives. He received his stage name, Sting, during college from a band mate who be-

lieved Sumner resembled a bee from often wearing a black and yellow sweater. He is now the Patron of 

the beekeeping charity, Bees for Development. 

Flea from The Red Hot Chili Peppers 

The Red Hot Chili Peppers’s bassist, Flea, has extensively documented his adoration of bees on Instagram. 

He has established an apiary, which holds three hives, totaling over 60,000 bees. As an environmentalist 

and true beekeeper, he has affectionately termed his hives as “Flea’s bees”. 

 

P o l i t i c a l  F i g u r e s  

The White House 

The Obamas have been at the forefront of environmental issues since entering office in 2008. Michelle 

Obama decided to own a hive for her organic garden after hearing about an extra hive that the White 

House carpenter possessed. Currently, the hive pollinates the Obama’s blooming garden. The White House 

Chef is also utilizing the hive for its honey. 

Pope Francis 

Coinciding with his nature, the Patron Saint of Animals, Pope Francis owns several hives on his Vatican farm 

at Castel Gandolfo. The farm has been earmarked as the Pope’s summer residence since the 16th centu-

ry. The papal bees aid in the pollination of 800-year-old olive trees and vegetable gardens in the self-

sustaining farm. 

https://bestbees.com/category/beekeeping-in-the-world/


 

Insect shows incredible ball skills with water droplets. 

 

These spectacular photos capture a bee as it balances a droplet - or ball - of water on its 

back. The talented bee is pictured balancing two droplets on his head, before it drops one in or-

der to stay in control. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

The insect demonstrates its flawless technique and ambition as it moves from one flower to two. It 

manages to balance the water droplet on the back of its head as it takes a step between stems 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 Mentors  

Name Contact number  
Phone  assistance 
only please tick box 

Areas you are prepared to 
travel to for hive inspections 

Stewart Suesse 0412704167   telephone assistance 

Maria Glabus 0432683734   
Northern end of coast , Toukley to 
Morisset 

Susan Zgraja 43891874   All Areas 

Barry Eslick 43325797 0414769337   All Areas, Warre Specialist 

Brian Sawyer 43822366 0418965630   
Avoca, Terrigal, Bensville, Kincum-
ber, Macmasters ,Killcare 

Tony Vanden Hoogen gyro14u@gmail.com   Ourimbah & surrounds 

Ray Isaacs 0433393901   
Davistown, Greenpoint ,Sarratoga 
Kincumber 

Johan deKock 0423399567   Matcham , Holgate,  Erina 

Barbara Elkins 0419742388   Long Jetty , Terrigal 

Mathew Douglass 0450704017 Outside school hours 
Davistown , Avoca,  Sarratoga,  
Kincumber 

Toni Mitchell 0413401985   Ourimbah to Bateau Bay Areas 

mailto:gyro14u@gmail.com


 

Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales 

 

Hayley Pragert has been appointed as the Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales.  

Hayley Pragert 

Bee Biosecurity Officer 

Biosecurity and Food Safety 

New South Wales Department of Primary IndustriesBee Biosecurity Program 

161 Kite Street, Orange NSW 2800 

T: 02 6391 3652  

M: 0438 677 195  

E: hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity


 

Current Resources—CCABA Library  

 

 

 

1 Field Guide to Eucalypts Volume 1 Brooker & Klienig 

2 Honeybee Cemocracy  Thomas D Seeley 

3 Planting Native Trees on Farms Catchment Management Authority 

4 Thorsons Bee Health (2 copies)  Hasnan Walsi 

5 Research Report 1980 - 1995 

Honeybee Research & Development 

council 

6 Bussy Bees a Sparkle Book Glenn Johnstone 

7 Queen Rearing L.E Snelgrove 

8 ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture A.I.Root 

9 Native Bees of Sydney Region Anne Dollin & Partners 

10 Swarming it's control and Prevention L.E Snelgrove 

11 The hive and the honeybee Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth 

12 Legend of the hive Maria Owsianka 

13 Bee Friendly Mark Leech 

14 Honey and Pollen Flora Alan Clemson 

15 The beekeepers Handbook Roger. A. Morse 

16 The Complete Handbook of Beekeeping Herbert Mace 

17 Better Beekeeping Kim Flottum 

18 Breeding the Honeybee Brother Adam 

19 The Honeybee James. L. Gould 

20 Bees Biology & Management Peter. G. Kevan 

21 

Introduction to Australian Native bees 2nd edi-

tion Dr  Anne Dollin (in folder) 

22 Beecraft 2004 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

23 Beecraft 2006 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

24 A Wprld without Bees Alison Mc Cullum 

25 Beekeeping in New Zealand B.P. Marris 

26 Honey Business Fred Benecke 

27 Foul Brood Desease of Honey Bees FERA 

28 Managing varroa FERA 



 

29 Five hundred answers to bee questions A.I.Root 

30 Backyard bees Doug Purdie 

31 Bees and Honey Joy Lau 

32 Build your own bee keeing equipment Tony Pisano 

33 Bees and Mankind John B. Free 

34 bee keeping in Victoria D.F. Langridge 

35 Bees I. Khalifman 

36 The immigrant Bees Peter Barrett 

37 Honey in Bees in Australia Tarlton Rayment 

38 Bees and Honey Roger Mott 

39 

Backyard bee keeping in Australia and New 

Zealand C.N. Smithers 

40 The bee Book Peter Warhurst & roger Goebel 

41 Australian Stingless Bees John Klumpp 

42 The Beekeepers Lament Hannah Nordhaus 

43 Honey Flora S.T. Blake and C. Roff 

44 The Buzz about bees Jurgen Tautz 

45 Two million blossoms Kirsten S. Traynor, M.S. 

46 Honey, Nature's golden healer Gloria Havenhand 

47 Curative properties of Honey and bee venom N. Yoirish 

48 Top bar beekeeping Les Crowder & Heather Harrell 

49 Contemporary Queen Rearing Harry H. Laidlaw. Jr 

50 Beekeeing for all Abbe Warre 

51 How to keep bees and sell honey Walter T. Kelly 

52 Beginning in bees NSW Dept Agriculture 

53 Honey Cookbook Peter russell Clarke 

54 Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure R.B. Gulliford 

55 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

56 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

57 The Honey Flow Kylie Tennant 

58 Boxes to bar hives Trevor Weatherhead 

59 The bee friendly beekeeper David Heaf 

60 Bees: Karl Von Frisch 

61 Beekeeping the gentle craft John F. Adams 

62 Guide to bees and honey Ted Hooper 

63 The Australian Beekeeping Manual Robert Owen 

64 The Bee  Friendly Garden Doug Purdie 



 

Equipment list for catching swarms 

The swarm list for this year is published in this edition.   

One of the keys to safe and efficient swarm collection is preparation. Swarms can be there one 

minute and gone the next so if you keep the equipment listed below in your car or packed up 

and readily accessible, when that call comes in you’re ready to go. 

At a minimum you will need the following: 

 Swarm box 

 Spray bottle full of water or fresh sugar syrup 

 Pruning saw 

 Pair of secateurs 

 Roll of duct tape 

 Bee suit, veil, gloves  

 Step ladder (optional and self-explanatory) 

 Bee brush 

 Somewhere to put your swarm once you have it in a box. 

 Smoker (optional, pls refer to comment) 

 Sense of humour 

 

Swarm box: 

This can be anything from a full hive to a cardboard box, as long as it has the following attributes: 

Big enough to hold 4 or 5 frames of foundation (no drawn comb), best if the frames don’t sit on 

the bottom of the box and there is some space under the lid or you will squash bees. A secure lid 

that can be removed and replace. 

An opening at one end and towards the bottom (say 30mm in diameter) that can be closed off.   

Ventilation, 3 or 4 off 30mm diameter holes with some fly screen over them work well. Remember 

this box must be able to be sealed so the bees cannot escape when in your car, but still have 

ventilation so they don’t overheat.  

The lighter the better for swarm boxes, makes it much easier to hold them up underneath swarms 

or jam into trees, on top of letter boxes, under stairs etc. 

The swarm can generally stay in this box for a week of two if required, however they could quick-

ly outgrow it once brood starts to hatch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Spray bottle 

Any clean spray bottle will do, it’s used to wet the cluster down before dropping them into your 

swarm box. It tends to make them hang together better and also gives them a drink before they 

get locked into their new box whilst you take it home.  

 
Pruning saw and secateurs 

Great for removing a branch a swarm is hanging on or branches that are in the way  

 
Roll of duct tape (not black) 

The handiest piece of equipment in your kit. I use a cloth backed tape that’s 50mm wide and is 

easy to tear off, the tape can be used for sealing up holes, holding a box in position whilst the 

bees go inside, I have even used it to make a bridge for the bees to walk across to the box once 

we had the queen and most of the bees inside when they were clustered over a letter box.  

 
Bee suit, veil, gloves 

 

Bee brush  

 

Somewhere to put your swarm 

Sounds obvious, however if you already have bees in one place don’t put a swarm with them, 

swarms need to be quarantined for two brood cycles or about 6 weeks and then inspected for 

disease before placing in your apiary.  
 

Smoker 

You will notice this is listed as optional, by all means take it with you, however it is rare to need to 

smoke a swarm, bees are generally quite docile when in swarm mode as they do not have a 

home to protect. 

The exception is if you come across a swarm that have been settled long enough in one spot to 

start building comb for the queen to lay in, then you will probably need to smoke the bees as 

they will be protective of their brood etc as this could be regarded as an established colony. 

In the meantime, watch the video on the link below and this will give you an idea on how to deal 

with an easy swarm and become a bee whisperer.. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU  
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU


 

No need for the long face!  

Boneco the world's first beekeeping donkey has his own suit to protect him from stings 

 

He is the most unlikely of beekeepers but shielded from the stings in his custom-made protective 

suit, Boneco the donkey has proved to be a remarkable success. Manuel Juraci, 59, designed 

the head-to-toe beekeeping suit for his donkey to increase honey production in Itatira, Brazil. 

 

 

 

 

Boneco the donkey carries out his beekeeping duties in a head-to-toe custom made suit in Itati-

ra, Brazil 

 

The unlikely pair are now among the most successful beekeepers in the region. ‘The donkey is the 

only one in the entire Brazil that does this job,’ Mr Juraci told Brazilian television station, G1 Ceara.  

 

Of the 120 beekeepers in the rural town, Mr Juraci and his donkey Boneco harvest nine litres of 

honey each day – more than most farmers can manage alone. He turned to honey production  

 

 



 

 

10 years ago when regular farming proved too difficult due to the region’s arid climate.  

 

 

Manuel Juraci, 59, created the protective suit for Boneco so they could increase the amount of 

honey they collect 

 

World's first bee keeping donkey put to work in Brazil 

 

The Association of Honey Producers recently approached Mr Juraci to see if he could produce 

custom suits for their animals. While he is still considering the offer, he said it was not only 

Boneco’s suit that led to his success as a honey farmer. 

‘Not to discount the others but Boneco is a faithful friend,’ he said. 

 

 

 



 

Honey wars: crime and killings in New Zealand's booming manuka industry 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/04/manuka-honey-wars-new-zealand-crime-booming-industry-poisoning-beatings 

 

 

It was the day the bees died – tens of thousands of them in 300 hives, mysteriously killed. 

“The massacre”, as it is being called, happened in the otherwise idyllic landscape of Doubtless 

Bay in New Zealand’s far north. 

And for David Yanke and Rachel Kearney, co-owners of Daykel Apiaries, the cause of death was 

obvious: malicious poisoning. 

 

“It is a nightmare, I don’t feel safe any more,” says Kearney as she sits at her kitchen table on her 

family’s farm, 40km east of the Northland hub of Kaitaia. “I feel violated. It has almost turned into 

a PTSD [post-traumatic stress disorder] experience for me.” 

So far there has been no official ruling on what led to the Daykel bees’ demise, although a biose-

curity incident has been ruled out by the government. 

 

But Daykel and many other apiarists are in no doubt that the mass bee death is just the latest act 

of violence in the increasingly crime-ridden manuka honey industry. 

The global craze for manuka, highly valued for its medicinal properties, has created a gold rush 

in rural New Zealand that some believe is rapidly spiralling out of control. 

Last year produced a record haul of nearly 20,000 tonnes of honey, a 15% increase on the year 

before. In 2010 the top price fetched for bulk manuka honey was NZ$37.50/kg (£22/kg) – today it 

can command more than NZ$100/kg.  

The export to the UK, China and other countries is expected to reach NZ$400m in the next few 

years. 

 

On the back of the boom, hive thefts, vandalism and poisonings have become standard fare, 

with every beekeeper interviewed for this article the victim of one or more serious crimes. Verbal 

threats and physical beatings have also been reported and there are unconfirmed reports that 

beekeepers now travel in packs for protection to work remote hives. 

Manuka is a native New Zealand plant, whose potent pink and white flowers have made the 

once maligned weed a sought-after crop. 

 

The honey produced by bees who feed on those flowers has become highly valued for its me-

dicinal properties, especially as a salve or wound dressing. 

Positioning honey hives close to the plants means beekeepers can market their honey as 

“manuka” and sell it for triple the price of standard clover honey, even if the active manuka con-

tent is so low as to be negligible. 

 

In the past five years the New Zealand apiculture industry has responded to rampant internation-

al demand for its unique product by doubling production, making David Yanke’s former bee ha-

ven in Taipa increasingly claustrophobic. 

For decades, Yanke was the only registered beekeeper within a 5km radius – now there are 56 

and he says his bees’ health has suffered as competition for food sources intensifies.  

Supplementary feeding on sugar syrup, which used to be rare, has become a necessity for every 

apiarist and there is dark side of which Yanke and Kearney have come to know intimately. 

Only months after they had buried the corpses of their bees, the midnight raids began. Farm 

gates were cut open with cordless tools, hives dumped into plastic rubbish bags and tossed 

carelessly into the back of open utes (trucks). 

 

 

 



The couple have memorised every detail of the thefts, because they were captured on CCTV 

cameras, which were installed after the bee massacre. 

The raids also always occurred on the fifth of the month – another clear indication that intimida-

tion tactics were being used against the beekeepers. 

“We want to get out of the industry,” says Yanke, a Canadian with an encyclopedic knowledge 

of bees. “We want to get out before things get worse.” 

Bruce Robertson understands the pressures now bearing down on an industry that is being over-

whelmed. 

As the managing director of Haines Apiaries in Kaitaia he has watched the boom happen in 

front of his eyes. 

Although Maori people had used manuka honey as a wound dressing for years, the apiculture 

industry was wary of the product, as it was tricky to work with, had a short flowering season and 

somewhat bitter taste. 

“I got into the industry when manuka was selling for NZ$10/kg and we thought that was an in-

credible price,” recalls Robertson, a no-nonsense, old-school beekeeper. “Now it is commanding 

up to NZ$200 at the high-end – it has gone really stupid.” 

Robertson has become somewhat hardened to the scale and frequency of attacks on his 3,000 

hives. Over the past five years, he’s had hives stolen, vandalised and poisoned, and estimates 

three to four are pinched every week, at a cost of NZ$3,000-4,000. 

 

 

The manuka flower, which attracts bees and beekeepers. Photograph: Jessie Casson for the Guardian  



 

Haines has set up CCTV cameras at the most frequently targeted sites but thieves smash or steal 

those. So now Robertson installs two cameras – one to film the thieves attacking his hives and the 

other to record the thieves stealing his CCTV camera.  

“The rule used to be that you put one hive per hectare and you didn’t have another beekeeper 

working anywhere near you for one kilometre,” Robertson says. “Those days are well and truly 

gone. We have amateurs setting up hives 200m away from our manuka crop.” 

Haines Apiaries was established in 1948 and is the oldest apiary in far Northland. But Robertson 

says the company is “at a loss” as how to deal with the current lust for liquid gold. 

Placing GPS trackers in the hive boxes is an option but they’re expensive and hard to conceal on 

the simple wooden structures and work only if the owner has cellphone access, which is often 

limited in Northland. 

Beekeepers have started painting their hives in distinctive colours and printing unique numbers 

on them, but these efforts are cosmetic and have proven close to useless. 

“GPS tracking doesn’t stop guys coming in with flyspray in the middle of the night and wiping out 

our hives,” Robertson says. “There’s no integrity any more – it’s really sad.” 

 

In the 12 months to June, New Zealand police received nearly 200 reports of hive or honey thefts, 

largely in the manuka-dense regions of Northland and central Otago.  

In a statement Senior Sergeant Alasdair Macmillan said New Zealand police were working closely 

with industry bodies to tackle the rise of manuka crime, as well as establishing a national data-

base for information gathering. 

“Police are concerned that underreporting of the issue is preventing a full understanding of the 

scale of the problem and gathering intelligence on it,” Macmillan said. 

“Reducing beehive thefts requires help from those within the industry and members of the pub-

lic.” 

But many frustrated beekeepers have taken retribution into their own hands, fed up with what 

they say is the police’s poor record of solving and prosecuting manuka honey crimes. 

At Daykel, seeking revenge was never an option. Yanke and Kearney’s response to their trouble 

has become one of grief, rather than anger. 

They informed the ministry for primary industries of their “mass bee death”, which had cost them 

an estimated NZ$200,000-300,000. 

In a statement, the ministry said it tested the bodies of the dead Daykel bees for a biosecurity in-

cident and “100 common poisons”. 

MPI said it didn’t test for “an exhaustive list of every possible bee toxin or poison” but that inten-

tional poisoning was the most likely explanation for the deaths. 

Yanke has narrowed his suspicions down to two possible poisons he thinks are responsible for the 

slaughter but can’t afford the NZ$8,000 for additional testing by a university lab. Both poisons are 

cheap and easily bought in New Zealand. 

The local Kaitaia police investigated the incident but dropped the case when no leads were 

forthcoming. A complaint by Kearney about the lack of vigour surrounding the police’s investiga-

tion has made all further interaction between Daykel and local police “very cool”, she says. 

A hundred kilometres away on his Panguru farm, part-time beekeeper Lindsay Guest heard 

about the Daykel poisoning. The incident unnerved him, as it seemed to mark a tipping point 

from small, frequent acts of sabotage to something more sinister. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 David Yanke, Dakel Apiaries, with his hives. Photograph: Jessie Casson for the Guardian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 An aerial view of Matai Bay, New Zealand, the centre of the manuka honey industry. Photograph: Jessie Casson for the Guardi-

an  

Article supplied by:  Jonathon.K 



Editor’s Last Words 

 

The editor is lost for words this month. A huge month, on both the work and bee front. 

 

Enjoy the remainder of the magazine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



ABA 2016 Field Day at Pittwater High School - 
Summary 
By Bill Dick 
If you were looking for an agricultural adventure on the 9 October 2016 then Pittwater 
Agricultural High School was the place to be. 

School teachers, students and parents were there in force to make sure the ABA was 
well supplied with anything they may have needed to make the event a success. 

If you throw in a beautiful sunny day, you could not have wished for a better setting. 

If you arrived a bit early you could indulge in a bacon and free range egg sandwich with a 
drink tossed in for good measure. 

The free range eggs were of course from the laying hens at the school. 

At lunch time you could queue up for a sausage and free range egg sandwich with 
another drink on demand. 

By lunchtime there were about 350 people wandering around and taking in the events 
and advice that was readily on hand. 

For a short while there was a slowdown in the supply of eggs while the chooks had a bit 
of a rest.  

Those poor chooks were flat out all day keeping up the supply of eggs. 

The rest of us were very relaxed. 

The main hall was reserved for talks on Biosecurity by Hayley Pragert, who spoke of the 
perils of beekeeping and the awareness of the present diseases and insect infestations 
we presently have in bees in Australia. Hayley also spoke of the dreaded varroa mite that 
is knocking on our door in Townsville, Queensland. 

On a lighter note; Dr Megan Halcroft gave a most interesting talk on Native bees in 
Australia. 

Within a short walk and not too far away from the main hall there was a large group of 
people. Curiosity got the better of me and I joined the group to see what was going on. 

There in front of the crowd was Arthur Garske from the Parramatta branch, sleeves rolled 
up, bare headed holding a frame of bees in his hand with bees in flight around him. 
Arthur was demonstrating how to open up a hive and made the art of beekeeping look so 
easy. Some observers soaking up Arthur’s knowledge were positioned some distance 
from Arthur. They either had very good hearing or were not too sure about the bees 
whizzing around Arthur. 

If they were not biting Arthur, who else might they choose? 

A few metres away from Arthur’s demonstration there was another group, crowded 
around Sheryl McIntosh also from the Parramatta branch.  

Sheryl is also an experienced bee keeper and another well-known identity in the world of 
beekeeping. I was not too sure if Sheryl had stuck her bees to the beeswax foundation 
with something like flypaper or whether the bees had been given a good dose of sugar 
and water before her presentation. Whatever the reason the bees did not want to fly off 
the beeswax foundation and the more adventurous crowded around to take a closer look. 

You can always learn from the more experienced. 

An ABC film crew were busily filming Arthur and Sheryl. 



If you were lucky enough to be watching Australia Wide on Sunday 16 October you 
would have seen Arthur and Sheryl in action. 

If you missed out and want to see the action. Look them up on Iview.  

There was plenty more to look at. 

After leaving Sheryl, Arthur and the bees I walked back to the main hall.  

Alongside the main hall was an information centre with experienced beekeepers from 
different branches of the bee world answering questions about bees and beekeeping. 

Max Rae, Peter Clarke and Jackie Clarke from the Central Coast branch were 
demonstrating how to make frames and boxes. Max said there were many questions 
from new beekeepers and those who were thinking about taking up beekeeping. 

Next there was Eddie Sijnstra and Alicia Philbey from the Nepean branch, offering honey 
tasting and selling honey. They had the sweetest job for the day. 

Further along the line was the Macarthur branch. 

Caroline Clatworthy, Miskell Hampton, Torsten and Ricarda Englehart, Greg Bran were 
all hard at work. 

If you wanted a bee friendly flower seed in a pot and information about pollination you 
were at the right stand. 

There was something else they had that was attracting people to their stand. 

I managed to take a peek from the back of the crowd to see what it was all about. 

You guessed in one, it was the Flow Hive.  

While I was watching, the Flow Hive was dismantled and put together several times and 
from my observation, the Macarthur branch had done their homework before the event. 

I was hoping to take a photograph of the Flow Hive and the Macarthur experts hard at 
work and waited for the crowd to disperse. Unfortunately there never seemed a let up in 
the interest. 

So I waited a bit longer, then who should appear, none other than the much publicised 
Stuart Anderson the father of Cedar and co-inventor of the Flow Hive and that was the 
end of any chance of a photo of work in progress by the Macarthur branch. 

I could not help likening the scene to bees around a honey pot. 

Next there was a display of handmade native bee houses that Megan Halcroft had made. 

After lunch we all assembled in the main hall to await Stuart Anderson, who was 
introduced by Lamorna Osborne from the Illawarra branch (and President of the ABA).  

At the beginning of the day Lamorna and her team had set up an information and bee 
book centre at the back of the hall. 

There was never a lack of information available. 

Stuart spoke of how he and Cedar had developed the flow hive over the last ten years 
and how their Flow Hive invention went viral here and overseas. 

80% of the orders came from America and so it was decided to make the boxes in 
America. 

The plastic honey frames are made in Australia. 

Stuart gave a most interesting presentation and talk. You could hear a pin drop. 

At the end of the day Stuart was thanked by Lamorna for coming and sparing his time. 



Dave Wilson ABA secretary and also vice president of the Parramatta bee club spoke 
briefly about the importance of the ABA and the associated bee club branches. 

Just when you thought it was all over, who should walk in but two of the teachers from 
Pittwater High and presented Stuart with two dozen free range eggs. 

Those chooks helped raise $700 for the barbequed food and must be congratulated 
along with everyone else for their contribution to make a perfect day and probably the 
biggest field day ever organised by the ABA. 

You might ask who organised the day? 

Just for record it was Doug Purdie from the Sydney Central branch with a little help from 
Dave Wilson from the Parramatta bee club.  

Photos clockwise from left show:  Central Coast Bee Club making bee boxes and 
frames, Men at work Dave, Arthur, Doug Purdie and Bill, Nepean Bee Club selling 
honey, Megan Halcroft, the Queen of native bees, Arthur doing his stuff, while the 
spectators watch on at distance, Sheryl the bee whisperer, Arthur again and (centre) 
Sheryl again. 
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