
 

 

Next Meeting 
Meetings of our Association are conducted on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

(except January) Old Tote rooms in the Gosford Showground. 

Wednesday 15th June 2016  

@ 7.30pm—9.00pm 
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And the winning ticket is ……. 



P A G E  2  

The CCABA is a branch member of the NSWABA.  The CCABA Club 

would like to acknowledge this relationship with the NSWABA.  

http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/ 

 

 

 

We are asking all members to wear their name badges to each  

meeting, if you don’t have one, see Barbara Elkins at the meeting and 

she will organise one for you.  

Visitors will also be given a hand written badge for the meeting. 

Position held Name and Contact details 

President Len Verrenkamp  Len@totalfitting.com.au 

Vice President Stewart Suesse  suesse@aapt.net.au 

Secretary Max Rae  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au 

Treasurer Ray Isaacs   rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au 

Assist secretary Martijn  Schiferli  

Public officer Jim Hubbard 

Club Apriast Peter Annabel   

Assist Club Apriast Barry Eslick  

Equipment Officer Position open—unfilled   

Publicity Officer Barbara Elkins 

Librarian Barry Eslick  

Catering officer Susan Zgraja 

Newsletter Editor Maria Glabus – marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

2016 Committee Members:   

mailto:Len@totalfitting.com.au
mailto:sues@aapt.net.au
mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au
mailto:rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au
mailto:marija.glabus68@icloud.com


V O U L M E  2  I S S U E  5  

Coming Events:   

July: 

Beekeepers luncheon- 9th July 

Club meeting – 20th July- Bio-security talk by Haley Pragert from the DPI 

  
August: 

Frame and box building day- 7th of August at the Ag House 

Club meeting- 17th August- Spring hive inspection and swarm prevention- PP presentation 

  
September: 

Club meeting- 21st September- Swarms, how to session with video 

  
October: 
Club meeting- 19th of October- Re-queening hives, do’s and don’t’s 

ABA field day- Sunday 9t of October @ Pittwater High School- more details to follow.  

 

November: 
Club Meeting- 16th November- Gifts you can make from your apiary products- just in time for Christmas. 
  
December: 
Club meeting: 21st December- Trivia night and Xmas drinks 



 

President’s Report 

 

What a weekend of weather we have just endured. Not quite as bad around the coast as 

the big storm last year, however, still lots of trees damaged or blown down, hopefully your 

hives have come through it okay and they’re all packed down for the colder months 

ahead. We now enter the beekeepers rest season so kick back, put your feet up and enjoy 

the winter break. Come along to the end of season lunch and as many of us do, start pre-

paring for Spring by building frames, boxes etc, etc or increasing your knowledge about 

bees and honey, the bees will thank you for it with the sweet bounty and pollination they 

provide. 

 

Club wise, this month marks a milestone in the history of the club in that we’re moving our 

meeting venue to a much larger and more comfortable room at Gosford Showground. This 

is due to the rapid expansion of interest in all things bees and honey, with our membership 

doubling over the past two years. We are now at 110 members strong and we’re attracting 

over 60 people per meeting made up of both visitors and members. With a lot of the flow 

hives having now been delivered, there are even more people wanting to get into bees.  

There are bound to be some teething problems with the move, however, please bear with 

us, as in the long run we will all be better off.  

Stewart will also be manning the door at each meeting to record attendance and as per 

the vote at the May meeting, we have introduced a $5.00 charge to visitors after they 

have attended more than two meetings. Basically it’s join after two meetings or pay for the 

benefit of knowledge gained.  

Please note, this charge will not apply to anyone under 16 years of age.      

 

Big picture wise, the NSW ABA have just held their annual general meeting in Mittagong,  I 

can report there will soon be some extra clubs added state wide, with the number poten-

tially growing to 19 in the next few months.  

 

The executive committee has seen a few small changes, however key roles have remained 

the same as last year with Dr Lamorna Osborne beginning her second term as president. 

Dave Wilson is continuing as secretary and Sheryl McIntosh as treasurer. The position of 

Branch Development Officer is now held by yours truly and this will also provide our club 

with representation on the ABA NSW committee, with the Central Coast branch being the 

4th largest club in NSW, this should be a good thing for us also. 

 

 

 

 



 

The Australian Honey Bee Industry council (AHBIC) has since 2014, declared each May to be 

Honey Month which is an initiative to help promote honey and all its benefits. Our contribu-

tions have involved the Gosford Show, the painted hive raffle and also a couple of appear-

ances in the media by members promoting honey, along with information and displays by 

Barbra Elkins and Toni Mitchell. Thank you to all involved and we’re already planning bigger 

and better things next year.   

 

Beekeeper profile this month is by our resident inventor Tony Vandenhoogen. Tony is also go-

ing to demonstrate his most recent invention, which is a solar powered hive ventilation system 

which he says it providing great benefit to his hives. 

 

See you all next Wednesday night at our new venue at the Showground. 

Regards 

Len Verrenkamp 

President CCABA 

  

 

 

CENTRAL COAST PAINTED HIVE RAFFLE 

Central Coast Branch of the ABA conducted a state wide raffle for a beautifully painted hive. 

The club wishes to thank all those clubs and retail outlets that participated. 

The raffle was drawn by two club members – Peter Fitzgerald and Barbara Elkin.   

The hive floor was built and donated by Peter, while Barbara was the artist who painted the hive.   

The rattle was drawn during the May meeting, 18th May.  The result published in the Public Notices 

of both the Daily Telegraph and the local Central Coast Express Newspaper on the 24th May 

2016. 

The winner was Mr Steve Druck from Bathurst NSW, Orange ticket B-01; who was extremely excit-

ed when the news was relayed to him by the club’s President Len Verrenkamp the following 

morning. 

It is proposed that the net proceeds will go towards purchasing a new extractor for the club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Club Apiarist’s report 

 

The night time temperature has finally gone into winter mode and unless your hives are really 

strong, they should be no more than 2 boxes. If the hive is weak, just the brood box is ok and 

check how much honey they have in the brood box. Supers full of honey and no bees tend to 

candy and are no good for us or the bees.  

 

You should have already placed your orders with queen suppliers for spring or summer. 

 

The club has ordered some queens but they will first be used to replace the queens in the club 

hives.  

 

Winter is the time to work out what extra equipment you will need for next summer and to repair 

or paint boxes and store boxes so wax moth won’t do any damage. There is a product called 

Pestex that will keep your frames moth free. You can purchase it from bee suppliers. 

Any queries, come see me at Gosford market the second Sunday of the month. 

 

Peter Annabel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Beekeepers Profile  - Tony Vandenhoogen  

How did you get into beekeeping? 

Being called a "Tree Hugger" so many times the only thing missing was a bee hive. One day, I spotted a 

bee hive for sale in the local rag, decided it was good to have bees in our garden as well, so we decided 

to buy it.  Knowing bees can sting, I took some gear with me and decided the best time would be at dusk 

when the bees are all at home. Taking the trailer on my car, we headed off to pick it up. We found that 

the ground around the hive was very soggy from recent rain, but knowing my Subaru was 4 wheel drive, I 

decided it would be OK to proceed. Drove all the way up to the hive no problemo, wrapped the hive with 

glad wrap to keep the bees in and taped it up with strong tape to keep the hive together for transport on 

my trailer. Moved the hive onto trailer with my trusty rubber tired trolley and tied it securely down, however, 

when I tried to get out of there the Subaru just dug four holes, on account of the extra weight and sinking 

into the mud while we were loading up. The property owner got his 4 wheel drive out to pull us out to no 

avail. He didn't even make it to where we were on his own, so now we have two vehicles bogged. Walking 

back to the house, I noticed a lawn mower sitting in garage with huge tires and asked if it was 4 wheel 

drive and yes it was. So, we unhitched the trailer from my car and took it out with the lawnmower and sub-

sequently towed the two cars out with it. Those big TORO lawn mowers are quite good in the mud. As the 

other option was to walk 5 kilometres in the rain to get a tractor, we were thankful not to have to do that. 

  

Getting it home, I backed the trailer under my big carport to unload it as it was raining heavily by that 

time, this is where it all went even more pear shaped. Because the hive was full of honey four boxes high, it 

was quite heavy, so I decides to unhook the trailer and slide it down to the back of the trailer so I could 

then trolley it to the garden. I told my wife Debbie to put her weight on the draw bar, then when I get on 

the trailer as I moved the hive gently let it come down to the concrete floor of the carport as I moved the 

hive to the rear of the trailer. Got it near to the back of the trailer when suddenly the back of the trailer 

went crashing down breaking the tape on the hive and letting the bees out as mad as hell (Debbie 

slipped off the draw bar). With stings in near every part of my body, I managed to roughly secure the hive 

on the trolley then both of us headed indoors to remove the stings. 

  

Having no proper protection, I decided to Gerry, rig up a suit using raincoat, plastic garbage bag and net-

ting from one of Debbie's washing bags. We cut holes in the plastic bag and taped the mesh over it. I had 

Debbie tape up any orifices that the bees might be able to get into with duct tape. I headed back with a 

torch to move the hive to the garden at the rear of our shed. It was pouring rain, the tape was dislodging 

and the bees were giving me hell but I got there! Trying to move the hive into position, the bees had virtu-

ally covered the mesh in front of my face and also covered the light of the torch so I couldn't see a 

thing. After all this, the hive fell over into the bushes and that was the last straw so I headed inside to lick 

my wounds and re-establish my pride. Debbie found the club phone number in yellow pages and rang for 

help which was to arrive next morning as it was too wet and too late to do anything about it that night.   

  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Did you have a mentor? 

Well Yes and No   

The next morning Martin Roberts and Jim Hubbard rocked up in their gear righted the hive and set it up 

nicely for very grateful me. I asked them how much I owed them for the service provided so cheerfully, I 

was told there is a fine imposed.  Horrified I asked "how much and who do I pay?" I think it was Jim that said 

"It will cost you the price of joining the bee club." SO HERE I AM STILL A HAPPY MEMBER! 

  

 Do you have an empty super story? (something that went wrong) 

Yes, I removed a hive from a house roof at Wadalba and decided to re-establish the hive nearby but be-

cause I couldn't find the queen, I added the bees to one of my other hives temporarily until I got a new 

queen. When It arrived, I split my home hive and introduced the queen in the new hive near the house 

were I got the hive from the roof. A week later, I came back and found only 5 bees in the hive and the 

$35.00 queen gone. Perhaps there was not enough food around or there might have been too much 

competition from other hives in the area.   

  

 Your most memorable Beekeeping moment? 

Finding 19 kilos of honey in the hive with the solar ventilator as opposed to only 4 kilos of honey from the 

other hive in the same location over the same time period. Proving inventiveness is still strong in the bee 

keeping business.  

  

 The most useful gadget you have? (not inc your hive tool) 

Not really classed as a gadget but I would say the one way beetle trap as it is chemical free and lasts a 

whole season without any maintenance.  

  

  What appeals to you about beekeeping? 

Firstly the great fellowship of our members, secondly, tasting the honey from different seasons and areas, 

thirdly, making honey mead from the excess honey I produce and finally, the fact we are doing good for 

our environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Club equipment 

 

Please note there will be a small deposit required when borrowing equipment which will be fully 

refunded when the item is returned in the same condition as when it was borrowed.   

 

Extractors- 4 frame and 2 frame. 

Uncapping knife (heated) 

Strainers/buckets 

Frame wiring jig. The wiring jig comes with wire, eyelets and nails and there will be a small charge 

of $0.50 per frame to cover the cost of these items, which saves you buying more than you need.  

 
A callout to all members: 

 

If you have any club equipment that has not been organised through Max could you please re-

turn it at the next meeting or directly to Max, please. 

 

Contact Max on 0424 168 590 or email:  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au 

 
Classifieds 

 

The club has the following items for sale:  

  

 External or front feeders $5.50each      $5.50 ea   

 Full depth frames (unassembled)       $1.40 ea   

 Full depth foundation        $1.60 ea   

 8F Full depth boxes/honey supers (unassembled)    $26.00ea   

 8F bottom board kits (unassembled)      $21.00ea   

 8F migratory lid kits (unassembled)       $19.00 ea   

 8F metal queen excluders        $18.00 ea   

 Apithor Hive Beetle harbourage      $7.00 ea  

 
 

 

Contact Robyn Crosland 0439406096 

 

 Members who need 20 L white food grade buckets available with lids that are cleaned but 

will need a second clean.  Priced at just $5.00 each or 5 for $20.   

 Hessian Bags $2 each 
 

 

Club Jars and Labels.   

Contact Max or Len  

 

 Plastic jars 500 g  - 50 cents 

 Honey Club labels 30 cents each 

 

Wanted bee suit 

Contact Jim Mitchell 

Email :  familymitch@optusnet.com.au 

Mobile:  0418 864 265 

mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au


 

Parasitic bees reproduce without males – thanks to genetic quirks 
 

Linked genetic traits may give the cape honeybee a reproductive leg-up. Amy Middleton re-

ports. 

 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/parasitic-bees-reproduce-without-males-thanks-to-genetic-quirks 

 

An isolated population of honeybees, the cape bees, can reproduce without males. 

CREDIT:  DR NEIL OVERY / SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY / GETTY IMAGES 

 

 

Female worker bees in South Africa have found a way to procreate without males and ensure their off-

spring's survival: by sneaking their eggs into other hives. 

 

These bizarre abilities appear to be unique in the bee world, exhibited only by cape bees (Apis mellifera 

capensis), a subspecies of honeybee found in the far south of South Africa. 

In most bee colonies, reproduction is sexual. It occurs between the queen bee and her devoted male 

workers while the female workers remain infertile. 

 

In cape bee colonies, though, female workers use a unique form of cell division called thelytoky, which 

allows unfertilised eggs to produce female young. This process is found about 1,500 known animals, includ-

ing some fish and reptiles. 

 

Equally bizarre are the cape bee’s parasitic tendencies – when females reproduce on their own, they lay 

their eggs in foreign hives, allowing their young to feed off the resources of other colonies. 

In these colonies, there is still a queen bee, and sexual reproduction still occurs. But if the queen bee is lost 

or killed, a new one can be produced by unfertilised eggs. The ability to reproduce asexually is then inherit-

ed by the next generation. 

A team of researchers from Sweden and South Africa, led by Matthew Webster, a microbiologist at Uppsa-

la University in Sweden, set about comparing the genomes of cape bees with those of related European 

and African species, hoping to identify the genes responsible for the development of these strange traits. 

They surveyed the DNA of worker bees from two separate cape bee colonies. In both locations, worker 

bees produced almost exclusively female offspring. 

 

According to the team’s findings, published in PLOS Genetics, the sets of DNA were remarkably similar 

across the bee species. However, they identified several genes that were starkly different when it came to 

cape bees. 

 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/parasitic-bees-reproduce-without-males-thanks-to-genetic-quirks
http://www.plosgenetics.org/doi/pgen.1006097


 

These disparities, according to the researchers, may explain the development of asexual reproduction as 

well as the species’ parasitic behaviour – and the two traits may be linked. 

The characteristics that allow for parasitism, for example, may also have been genetically selected for 

asexual reproduction. 

Webster says the study helps scientists understand how genes control biological processes, such as cell di-

vision and behaviour. 

 

“Understanding why populations sometimes reproduce asexually may help us to understand the evolution-

ary advantage of sex, which is a major conundrum for evolutionary biologists,” he says. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 Mentors  

Name Contact number  
Phone  assis-
tance only 
please tick box 

Areas you are prepared to 
travel to for hive inspec-
tions 

Stewart Suesse 0412704167   
Own Apairy and telephone assis-
tance 

Maria Glabus 0432683734   
Northen end of coast Toukley to 
Morriset 

Susan Zgraja 43891874   All Areas 

Barry Eslick 43325797 0414769337   All Areas Warre Specialist 

Brian Sawyer 43822366 0418965630   
Acoca Terrigal Bensville Kincum-
ber Macmasters Killcare 

Tony Vanden Hoogen gyro14u@gmail.com   Ourimbar & surrounds 

Ray Isaacs 0433393901   
Davistown Greenpoint Sarratoga 
Kincumber 

Johan deKock 0423399567   Matcham Holgate Erina 

Barbara Elkins 0419742388   Long Jetty Terrigal 

Mathew Douglass 0450704017 Outside school hours 
Davistown Avoca Sarratoga Kin-
cumber 

Toni Mitchell 0413401985   Ourimbah to Bateau Bay Areas 

mailto:gyro14u@gmail.com


 
Bee Club Workday - Wintering hives. 

 

 

Well it started out dismally, drizzling rain, cold wind, mushy ground beneath our feet. But Peter 

turned up to open the hives, Toni set up the extraction and a nice crowd turned up and off we 

all went. A few experienced bees and quite a few newbies all got to work opening hives, replac-

ing a couple of frames in each brood box with stickies and  removing supers full of honey. It was 

the first time some had seen an open hive or put their hands into one. It's always such an amaz-

ing experience - watching and doing! 

 

The top bar hive was still going gangbusters with a lot of burr comb in the roof on top of the 

brood. The determined little darlings seem to be able to find chinks in the bars to create another 

"pantry" for their brood- that strong will to survive is very evident amongst those wild girls! One day 

we must get in there and find the queen and "off with her head"! But not yet! The burr comb was 

put in a bucket to be crushed later. 

Having such an enthusiastic crowd, we quickly got through the extraction of the 2 boxes we took 

off ( Peter took the rest and kindly extracted them at his place). 

Lots of hands on experience guided by Toni was put in place, using the hot knife & wrestling with 

the extractor! The functional exercise beekeepers get, beats the gym anytime! 

 

All up, we had fun together, we learnt lots and we have 4x20 litre buckets of beautiful honey to 

sell. Most importantly, we have some more confident beekeepers. 

Hives wintered, honey extracted. 

 

Job done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Current Resources—CCABA Library  

 

 

 

1 Field Guide to Eucalypts Volume 1 Brooker & Klienig 

2 Honeybee Cemocracy  Thomas D Seeley 

3 Planting Native Trees on Farms Catchment Management Authority 

4 Thorsons Bee Health (2 copies)  Hasnan Walsi 

5 Research Report 1980 - 1995 

Honeybee Research & Development 

council 

6 Bussy Bees a Sparkle Book Glenn Johnstone 

7 Queen Rearing L.E Snelgrove 

8 ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture A.I.Root 

9 Native Bees of Sydney Region Anne Dollin & Partners 

10 Swarming it's control and Prevention L.E Snelgrove 

11 The hive and the honeybee Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth 

12 Legend of the hive Maria Owsianka 

13 Bee Friendly Mark Leech 

14 Honey and Pollen Flora Alan Clemson 

15 The beekeepers Handbook Roger. A. Morse 

16 The Complete Handbook of Beekeeping Herbert Mace 

17 Better Beekeeping Kim Flottum 

18 Breeding the Honeybee Brother Adam 

19 The Honeybee James. L. Gould 

20 Bees Biology & Management Peter. G. Kevan 

21 

Introduction to Australian Native bees 2nd edi-

tion Dr  Anne Dollin (in folder) 

22 Beecraft 2004 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

23 Beecraft 2006 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

24 A Wprld without Bees Alison Mc Cullum 

25 Beekeeping in New Zealand B.P. Marris 

26 Honey Business Fred Benecke 

27 Foul Brood Desease of Honey Bees FERA 

28 Managing varroa FERA 



 

Tony Vanden-Hoogen 

29 Five hundred answers to bee questions A.I.Root 

30 Backyard bees Doug Purdie 

31 Bees and Honey Joy Lau 

32 Build your own bee keeing equipment Tony Pisano 

33 Bees and Mankind John B. Free 

34 bee keeping in Victoria D.F. Langridge 

35 Bees I. Khalifman 

36 The immigrant Bees Peter Barrett 

37 Honey in Bees in Australia Tarlton Rayment 

38 Bees and Honey Roger Mott 

39 

Backyard bee keeping in Australia and New 

Zealand C.N. Smithers 

40 The bee Book Peter Warhurst & roger Goebel 

41 Australian Stingless Bees John Klumpp 

42 The Beekeepers Lament Hannah Nordhaus 

43 Honey Flora S.T. Blake and C. Roff 

44 The Buzz about bees Jurgen Tautz 

45 Two million blossoms Kirsten S. Traynor, M.S. 

46 Honey, Nature's golden healer Gloria Havenhand 

47 Curative properties of Honey and bee venom N. Yoirish 

48 Top bar beekeeping Les Crowder & Heather Harrell 

49 Contemporary Queen Rearing Harry H. Laidlaw. Jr 

50 Beekeeing for all Abbe Warre 

51 How to keep bees and sell honey Walter T. Kelly 

52 Beginning in bees NSW Dept Agriculture 

53 Honey Cookbook Peter russell Clarke 

54 Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure R.B. Gulliford 

55 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

56 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

57 The Honey Flow Kylie Tennant 

58 Boxes to bar hives Trevor Weatherhead 

59 The bee friendly beekeeper David Heaf 

60 Bees: Karl Von Frisch 

61 Beekeeping the gentle craft John F. Adams 

62 Guide to bees and honey Ted Hooper 



 

Editor’s Last Word 

 

In recent months, online newspapers have been filled with the growing concerns of foreign inves-

tors buying rural farming but also Australian owned manufacturing businesses.  Another one bites 

the dust, and more and more foreign investors are buying into the Australian market, setting up, 

using resources and selling the product back to the overseas market.   

Recently, I read that the honey market is purchasing honey from China and Turkey because 

home grown producers are not filling the required quota and falling short.  How much food do 

we actually need to produce to feed the growing population?   

 

I remember as a child, being sent on an errand to buy bread or milk from the local IGA or similar 

supermarket down at the local shops.  It was common place to see the bread stand empty at 

the end of trading and shops closing at 5.00pm.  Mum would pick us kids up from the school at 

3.00pm and would duck into the local shops to buy a last minute purchase only to hear that the 

butcher has  sold out of mince or chicken for the day.  This was the norm.  We produced what 

was needed. Food would be seasonally available and not produced in hot houses around the 

globe and transported. It was common practice for families to have a vegie patch in the back-

yard.  Tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots during summer and silverbeet, cauliflower , cabbage during 

the winter months.   

Food and food production comes at a price.  So much is now on display and available 24 hours, 

7days a week. No rest.   

Foods are heavily subsided.  But should they be?  Why?  Major supermarkets engage in food 

wars that strips the goodness away from the farmer.  Who is really at lost here?  Suicide rates 

amongst farmers are the highest that this country has ever seen.  Natural disasters, drought, 

flooding and storms take there toll on food production.  Back in 2005, with Cyclone Yasi causing 

much widespread destruction in Northern Queensland, banana plantations were ruined.  Public 

outrage, the cost of banana’s sky rocketed to $19—$21per kg.   

What would happen if the bees disappeared, died out, hives collapsing across the globe?  

Would beekeepers still be offered $5.50 per kg to from commercial distributors to buy honey?  

I currently have 1 hive. I’m a small time producer, enough for family and friends who appreciate 

the finer ingredients and don’t mind the price of the boutique product that is produced by my 

bees.  Conditions are varied and no two honeys are the same.  No two seasons are the same.  I 

produce about 20 x 500g jars of honey per robbing.  Some of this is kept as runny honey ,while 

the other is processed to make creamed honey.  It takes time and energy.  This production of 

honey is dependent on the weather conditions, the trees producing nectar and pollen.  I sat 

back and provide the hive the physical resources for the bees to product the honey.  I wait and 

wait some more, watching and wait.  Picking the time to harvest the honey.  Why should my 

bees be given $5.50kh per kilo.?  How much do human’s under value the food cycle and food 

production.  We are animals and heavily rely on plants for food.  This is basic food web science.   

 

 



The truffle industry in Australia—currently located in Orange, command $300 per 100g of black 

truffle.  It takes about 3 years to train the dog to locate the truffles.  It’s not hard work for the dog, 

an easy morning of walking about a field of trees to smell for the truffle.  However, the initial in-

vestment of importing the trees from Europe with the black Truffle spores, will set you back 

$20,000.  Then it takes 20-25 years before you see the first truffles appear.  The Truffle season is 

over within 5-6 weeks.  This is again a produce that is reliant on weather, conditions, water and 

soil content.  Variables that the farmer will work with, in order to produce.   

Is it not time we appreciate the work that Mother Nature provides and pay the real price of food.  

I don’t know what price to pay or were to start with such an issue.  But if we want good quality, 

clean, uncontaminated food, then surely we should be prepared to pay the required price.  As 

the next generation of people are born, are we too removed from the production of foods, both 

animal and plant?   

How many bees does it take to produce a kilogram of honey?  It takes 1 bee , 20 minutes to work 

1 drop of honey.  And I wait about 6 weeks for my bees to produce 8 ideal frames of honey.  Is 

that resource not worth more than $5.50 per kilo?  I think so! 

 

Maria Glabus 

Save the Bee, Save the World.   

CCABA Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

New Venue—CCABA  

As you may already be aware from the last meeting 

minutes, the ABACC will be moving its monthly club 

meetings to the to the Old Tote rooms in the Gosford 

Showground. The next club meeting will be on the 

15th June, 2016 at 7.30 pm. 

 

Please find attached a map of the location of the 

venue within the showgrounds.  

 

At the next June club meeting, we will not be running 

the New Bees section due to settling into the venue.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Also, please also note and update your record to show we have a new Bee Biosecurity Officer 

for New South Wales. 

 

Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales 

Hayley Pragert has been appointed as the Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales.  

Hayley Pragert 

Bee Biosecurity Officer 

Biosecurity and Food Safety 

New South Wales Department of Primary IndustriesBee Biosecurity Program 

161 Kite Street, Orange NSW 2800 

T: 02 6391 3652  

M: 0438 677 195  

E: hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity 

mailto:hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity


 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 


