
 

 

Next Meeting 
Meetings of our Association are conducted on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

(except January) at the Ag House, on the farm shared by Gosford and Henry 

Kendall High Schools, Racecourse Rd , Gosford.    

Wednesday 20th April 2016  

@ 7.30pm—9.00pm 
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Workers—that’s beekeepers hard at work.  Teaching the ways to the 

new beekeepers from the Workshop Hives to Bottles.   



P A G E  2  

The CCABA is a branch member of the NSWABA.  The CCABA Club 

would like to acknowledge this relationship with the NSWABA.  

http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/ 

 

 

 

We are asking all members to wear their name badges to each  

meeting, if you don’t have one see Barbara Elkins at the meeting and 

she will organise one for you.  

Visitors will also be given a hand written badge for the meeting. 

Position held Name and Contact details 

President Len Verrenkamp  Len@totalfitting.com.au 

Vice President Stewart Suesse  suesse@aapt.net.au 

Secretary Max Rae  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au 

Treasurer Ray Isaacs   rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au 

Assist secretary Martijn  Schiferli  

Public officer Jim Hubbard 

Club Apriast Peter Annabel   

Assist Club Apriast Barry Eslick  

Equipment Officer Position open—unfilled   

Publicity Officer Barbara Elkins 

Librarian Barry Eslick  

Catering officer Susan Zgraja 

Newsletter Editor Maria Glabus – marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

2016 Committee Members:   

mailto:Len@totalfitting.com.au
mailto:sues@aapt.net.au
mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au
mailto:rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au
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This month in April 

Liane Colwell—The Rise of Sugar and the Fall of Honey 

Gastronomer and Apiculture Researcher, Liane Colwell, will take us through the historical 

events that lead to the decline of honey consumption, in the British Isles. Beekeeping, though 

firmly established in the Anglo-Saxon period, and regulated and taxed to an increasing de-

gree after the Norman Conquest, fell victim to the inexorable rise of white sugar in the ensuing 

centuries. This talk will broach a thousand years of honey’s history in the land of our forebears, 

and feature sugar’s undeniable desirability to medieval confectioners, apothecaries, and their 

elite consumers-a series of events bearing consequences for billions of people today, the 

world over.  

 

 

Coming Events:   

Gosford Regional Show—Honey Competition 

Please find attached the schedule and categories for the Gosford Show Honey competition. 

Entries need to be in on the 20th April 2016,  7.00pm before the club meeting. 

The cost is $2.00 per entry so please have the correct money. 

Any questions relating to the schedule please contact me on 0424168590 

 

 



 

Dear members, 

Autumn is upon us and it’s the time of year when we as beekeepers need to make a few 

decisions about our hives in preparation for the cooler months. A little forward preparation 

over the coming few weeks will have you well prepared for when the time comes to take 

those additional honey boxes off and set your hives up for winter. Club Apriast Peter Anna-

bel will incorporate some discussion on this in his Apiary report next meeting and we will go 

into it further at the May meeting. 

 

Last month’s AGM has resulted in just the two changes to your committee with Barry Eslick 

our new librarian and also assistant club apriast.  Barry’s love of the Warree hive design and 

beekeeping by natural methods should be of great assistance to other members with the 

Warre and Top Bar style hives.  

The other change is Martjin Scherifli has put his hand up for the assistant secretary role; Mar-

tijn is relatively new to beekeeping and it’s great to see new members keen to be involved.   

Welcome to the committee gentlemen. 

Thank you to both Chris Tockuss and Tony V for their contributions to the club over the past 

year, it has been a very busy time and I thank you both for your efforts, it has been a pleas-

ure having you on the committee. 

We still have one out outstanding position which is that of Quartermaster. If you have the 

space to store a couple of extractors and some hive hardware and are available please 

put your hand up.   

  

The National Honey Show (Royal Easter Show) has come and gone and I am proud to re-

port there were some great results by our club members with Robyn Crossland and Ray   

Issacs taking out a couple of top prizes for bees wax including Supreme Champion.  Max 

and myself taking out a couple of first prizes for honey. This is a great result for the club and 

congratulations go out to all who entered, to put your bee’s bounty on the national stage 

to be judged by the experts is no small undertaking.  

Participating in these events can only lead to expanding your knowledge about bees and 

honey is not only good for the bees, but also for you… 

 

With our own honey competition coming up at the Gosford show at the end of this month 

you need to bring your entries along to the meeting on Wednesday night, we are expect-

ing a large number of entries so please be early. For this reason the beginning in bee’s ses-

sion will not be held this month. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Narara Ecoburbia Festival has just been held with the club holding a sales and infor-

mation stall for the day, with near perfect weather it was a very successful day for the club 

and thanks to all who lent a hand to make it the success it was. As a matter of interest 

Creamed honey (we sold out) and cut comb (sold 29 of 30 tubs taken) were the two most 

popular products.  

As you will have seen via email Tocal Ag College has applied for funding from State Training 

N.S.W to provide some units of the Certificate 3 in Beekeeping at no cost, our branch was 

lucky enough to be offered 20 “potential” places (we await approval) with the online side of 

the courses beginning at the end of this month. The response from members was sensational 

and we ended up oversubscribed. Hopefully this will convince the organizers to run a similar 

promotion in the future.   

I expect to hear within the next week or so as to whether funding approval has been granted.  

 

Our beekeeper profile fell through this month, promise we will deliver next month.   

 

See you on Wednesday night and good luck to participants in our honey competition. 

 

Regards 

Len Verrenkamp 

President CCABA 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Club Apiarist’s report 

 

It was very rewarding to see the number of members that came to the last field day and extract-

ing session. The hives were inspected with no disease discovered. The bees had collected a large 

amount of honey with the top-bar hive lid completely full of comb. Honey was extracted on the 

day and put into jars with the remaining boxes extracted at Blue Bay with 4 buckets of honey ex-

tracted. The club has more than enough honey for the stalls it has booked and the shops that is 

supplied with club honey.  

 

Please note the club no longer has any involvement with the farmers market, it is now 2 members 

running the stall. 

 

There is another field day booked for the end of May at which point all excess honey and boxes 

will be removed from the hives and stored for winter. The club will also be holding an extraction 

session on the day at the club house. 

 

At the moment the bees are still busy with tea tree, spotted gum and blood wood still flowering. 

Swamp mahogany  has also begun to flower but conditions have to be right for a honey flow 

and rain can have a negative impact on the bees. 

 

Peter Annabel  

0413331544 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A recent email from Tony—Having a bad day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club equipment 

 



Please note there will be a small deposit required when borrowing equipment which will be fully 

refunded when the item is returned in the same condition as when it was borrowed.   

 

Extractors- 4 frame and 2 frame. 

Uncapping knife (heated) 

Strainers/buckets 

Frame wiring jig. The wiring jig comes with wire, eyelets and nails and there will be a small charge 

of $0.50 per frame to cover the cost of these items, which saves you buying more than you need.  

 

A callout to all members: 

If you have any club equipment that has not been organised through Max could you please re-

turn it at the next meeting or directly to Max, please. 

 

Contact Max on 0424 168 590 or email:  mx_rae@yahoo.com.au 

 

Classifieds 

The club has the following items for sale:   

External or front feeders $5.50each      $5.50 ea    

Full depth frames (unassembled)      $1.40 ea   

Full depth foundation        $1.60 ea    

8F Full depth boxes/honey supers (unassembled)    $26.00ea   

8F bottom board kits (unassembled)      $21.00ea    

8F migratory lid kits (unassembled)       $19.00 ea    

8F metal queen excluders       $18.00 ea   

Apithor Hive Beetle harbourage     $7.00 ea  

 

Contact Robyn Crosland 0439406096 

 Members who need 20 L white food grade buckets available with lids that are cleaned but 

will need a second clean.  Priced at just $5.00 each or 5 for $20.   

 Hessian Bags $2 each 

 Unpainted full depth boxes  Thermowood boxes $30 each (only 2 left) 

 

Contact Max (Matcham) on 0424 168 590 or Len (Wyong) on 0418 438 667 

Corflute NUC/Swarm boxes for sale. 

Light and strong, great for catching swarms and holding until ready for a full hive or making NUC 

splits with new queens   

Just the box $20.00 

Box and five deep frames with foundation $50.00 
 

 

 

Club Jars and Labels.   

Contact Max or Len  

mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au


 

 Plastic jars 500 g  - 50 cents 

 Honey Club labels 30 cents each 

 

Free to good home: 

Contact Toni Mitchell 

Email :  halenvy@icloud.com 

 

 1 x 40 litre brewing barrel 

 1x60 litre brewing barrel 

 

Wanted bee suit 

Contact Jim Mitchell 

Email :  familymitch@optusnet.com.au 

Mobile:  0418 864 265 

 

 Looking for a second hand, small size bee suit, suitable for young child.  Will be OK if  suit re-

quires repair or alteration.   

 

 

If you have any excess equipment for sale or are looking for gear, place a for sale or wanted ad 

in the newsletter’s classified section.   Just send the full details in an email to Maria and she will 

add it to the next newsletter.   It’s free, however, it must be related to beekeeping or honey.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    

2016 Mentors  

Name Contact number  

Phone  assis-

tance only 

please tick 

box 

Areas you are prepared to travel 

to for hive inspections 

Stewart Suesse 0412704167   
Own   Apiary  and  telephone  

assistance 

Maria Glabus 0432683734   

Northern end of coast  

Toukley to Morriset 

Susan Zgraja 43891874   All Areas 

Barry Eslick 43325797 0414769337   All Areas- Warre Specialist 

Brian Sawyer 43822366 0418965630 
NA 26 Feb to 

16 March 2016 

Avoca, Terrigal, Bensville,          

Kincumber, Macmasters, Killcare 

Tony Vanden Hoogen gyro14u@gmail.com   Ourimbah & surrounds 

Ray Isaacs 0433393901   
Davistown, Greenpoint,            

Sarratoga, Kincumber 

Johan deKock 0423399567   Matcham, Holgate, Erina 

Barbara Elkins 0419742388   Long Jetty, Terrigal 

mailto:gyro14u@gmail.com


 

 

From Hives to Jars Workshop 

Thanks to Matt Weight for the images.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

 

 

 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

 



Sydney Royal Easter Show 

Wax from Ray Issacs—Score 90  

 

 

Wax from Robyn Crosland  - Score 89  

 

 



 

Current Resources—CCABA Library  

 

 

 

1 Field Guide to Eucalypts Volume 1 Brooker & Klienig 

2 Honeybee Cemocracy  Thomas D Seeley 

3 Planting Native Trees on Farms Catchment Management Authority 

4 Thorsons Bee Health (2 copies)  Hasnan Walsi 

5 Research Report 1980 - 1995 

Honeybee Research & Development 

council 

6 Bussy Bees a Sparkle Book Glenn Johnstone 

7 Queen Rearing L.E Snelgrove 

8 ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture A.I.Root 

9 Native Bees of Sydney Region Anne Dollin & Partners 

10 Swarming it's control and Prevention L.E Snelgrove 

11 The hive and the honeybee Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth 

12 Legend of the hive Maria Owsianka 

13 Bee Friendly Mark Leech 

14 Honey and Pollen Flora Alan Clemson 

15 The beekeepers Handbook Roger. A. Morse 

16 The Complete Handbook of Beekeeping Herbert Mace 

17 Better Beekeeping Kim Flottum 

18 Breeding the Honeybee Brother Adam 

19 The Honeybee James. L. Gould 

20 Bees Biology & Management Peter. G. Kevan 

21 

Introduction to Australian Native bees 2nd edi-

tion Dr  Anne Dollin (in folder) 

22 Beecraft 2004 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

23 Beecraft 2006 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

24 A Wprld without Bees Alison Mc Cullum 

25 Beekeeping in New Zealand B.P. Marris 

26 Honey Business Fred Benecke 

27 Foul Brood Desease of Honey Bees FERA 

28 Managing varroa FERA 



 

Tony Vanden-Hoogen 

29 Five hundred answers to bee questions A.I.Root 

30 Backyard bees Doug Purdie 

31 Bees and Honey Joy Lau 

32 Build your own bee keeing equipment Tony Pisano 

33 Bees and Mankind John B. Free 

34 bee keeping in Victoria D.F. Langridge 

35 Bees I. Khalifman 

36 The immigrant Bees Peter Barrett 

37 Honey in Bees in Australia Tarlton Rayment 

38 Bees and Honey Roger Mott 

39 

Backyard bee keeping in Australia and New 

Zealand C.N. Smithers 

40 The bee Book Peter Warhurst & roger Goebel 

41 Australian Stingless Bees John Klumpp 

42 The Beekeepers Lament Hannah Nordhaus 

43 Honey Flora S.T. Blake and C. Roff 

44 The Buzz about bees Jurgen Tautz 

45 Two million blossoms Kirsten S. Traynor, M.S. 

46 Honey, Nature's golden healer Gloria Havenhand 

47 Curative properties of Honey and bee venom N. Yoirish 

48 Top bar beekeeping Les Crowder & Heather Harrell 

49 Contemporary Queen Rearing Harry H. Laidlaw. Jr 

50 Beekeeing for all Abbe Warre 

51 How to keep bees and sell honey Walter T. Kelly 

52 Beginning in bees NSW Dept Agriculture 

53 Honey Cookbook Peter russell Clarke 

54 Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure R.B. Gulliford 

55 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

56 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

57 The Honey Flow Kylie Tennant 

58 Boxes to bar hives Trevor Weatherhead 

59 The bee friendly beekeeper David Heaf 

60 Bees: Karl Von Frisch 

61 Beekeeping the gentle craft John F. Adams 

62 Guide to bees and honey Ted Hooper 



 

Editor’s Last Word 

 

Recently in the Australian Beekeeper Vol 117, No 9 March 2016, there a very intriguing article—

beeswax—its importance to the bees (and to us).  I was interested to read the importance of 

beeswax to the bee itself. In the article, Jurgen Tautz writes that “comb provides them with shel-

ter, honey storage, pollen storage, a nursery, a communication system, colony specific identifi-

cation and a first line of defence against pathogens.  He further states that he considers the 

comb to be like a telephone line using vibrations to exchange information in the nest.  Most 

astonishing of all is the chemical memory store function.  For the honey bee, the wax is a sub-

stance with history, the memory traces of which provide the bees information that helps them 

orientate in the dark hive.  This I think is an amazing statement.  It’s like walking past the walls of a 

fallen city—or the walls of the Crusaders in Turkey.   

It also reminds me of the woven  knotted strings called khipu (Key-Poo). According to myth ( and 

a documentary I was watching, flicking from channel to channel on the 40 odd free to air TV) 

that these knots represent a different number, arranged in a decimal system and each bundle 

likely held census data or summarised the content of storehouses.  The mystery deepens when 

the knots themselves  were analysed more closely, left over right or right over left.  Only about 

750 khipu survive today.   

We consider bees to be an insect and main purpose to pollinate flowers.  But what if in the bees 

wax was a message for future bees in regards to the conditions of the land, the flowers to forage 

from etc. The information could be endless.  Is all honeycomb the same, is it produced or manu-

factured in the same way, or does each colony produce a knot left over right or right over left 

that we haven’t even begun to understand yet?  I’m interested, even intrigued by this hidden 

labyrinth of message left to be decoded.   

Nature has a way of remembering, whether in the form of beeswax comb or man made knotted 

strings.  It remains to see if we can understand and decode the clues left.  What will you remem-

ber when you next hold bee comb in your hand, will you inspect it, to check for disease, will you 

run you hand over the top to feel the hidden world beneath and within the comb itself?   

 

I took inspiration for this idea further when I saw the burr comb from Barry’s Warree hive.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Barry, the comb  in the pictures 

was taken from the top section on this hive.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria Glabus 

Save the Bee, Save the World.   



Amateur Beekeepers’ Association Inc- Central Coast Branch 
 

COMPETITION AT GOSFORD REGIONAL SHOW 

 

30th April 2016 TO  1st MAY 2016 

 
Competition Sections 
 
1. Liquid honey - light 
2. Liquid honey - medium 
3. Liquid honey - dark  Must be exhibited in a 500gm CLEAN, CLEAR, GLASS. 
4. Candied honey  JAR with a WHITE LID 
5. Creamed honey 
6. Comb honey  - a frame of any size in a sealed display case 
7. Bees wax   - must be a block of not less than 500g and not more than 1kg 
8. Candles  - dipped, molded or rolled  
9. Mead   - in a suitable bottle 
10. Bee Products  - creams or polishes with a description of the item/intended use 
11. School Category  - Sections 1 to 10  
 
Conditions of entry 
 
All entries must have been produced since September 2015 
Cost of each entry is $2 
Entries to be handed in NO LATER THAN 20th April 2016 BEFORE the Monthly Meeting 
at Gosford High School Ag House  7pm 
 
Presentation of entries 
 

 Product Sections: 1–5 must appear in a clean, clear, glass 500gm jar with a white lid. 
 Product Section 6: any size frame inc Warre and Top Bar.  No Plastic foundation, no 

sealed brood, no pollen, no dripping honey. Can have a decorative edging up to the 
inside edge of the frame. Presented in a suitable sealed display case. 

 Product Section 8: Candles will be burnt for 1 hour. 
 
Prizes will be given.   
 
1st place will receive $10 and a ribbon.   2nd place will receive $5 and a ribbon. 
 
All contestants will have their entries displayed at the Gosford Show. 
 
 
Judging Criteria for liquid honey 
 
Flavour  25 points  Density  25 points 
Colour   25 points  Aroma   10 points 
Clearness  10 points  Brightness    5 points 
 
Total   100 points 
 
Please note that the judge’s decision will be final.  
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