
 

 

Next Meeting 
Meetings of our Association are conducted on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

(except January) Old Tote rooms in the Gosford Showground. 

Wednesday 14th December 2016  

@ 7.00pm—9.30 pm 

 
Newbees session will commence from 6.00pm  - 

6.45pm 
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P A G E  2  

The CCABA is a branch member of the NSW Amateur Beekeepers 

Association.   

The CCABA Club would like to acknowledge this relationship with 

the NSWABA.  

http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/ 

 

 

We are asking all members to wear their name badges to each  

meeting, if you don’t have one, see Barbara Elkins at the meeting and 

she will organise one for you.  

Visitors will also be given a hand written badge for the meeting. 

Position held Name and Contact details 

President Len Verrenkamp   

president@centralcoastbees.org 

Vice President Stewart Suesse  suesse@aapt.net.au 

Secretary Max Rae  secretary@centralcoastbees.org 

Treasurer Ray Isaacs   rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au 

Assist secretary Martijn  Schiferli  

Public officer Jim Hubbard 

Club Apriast Peter Annabel   

Assist Club Apriast Barry Eslick  

Equipment Officer 

 

Extraction 

Hart Peters 041 7674 687 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.co 

 

Steve Calcroft 0478142662 

stevecalcroft@live.com.au 

Publicity Officer Barbara Elkins 

Librarian Barry Eslick  

Catering officer Susan Zgraja 

Newsletter Editor Maria Glabus – marija.glabus68@icloud.com 

2016 Committee Members:   

mailto:Len@totalfitting.com.au
mailto:sues@aapt.net.au
mailto:rwjidsl@integritynet.com.au
mailto:marija.glabus68@icloud.com
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Coming Events:   

   
December: 

21st December—Club meeting: - Trivia night and Xmas drinks 

 
2017 

January   

How to prepare and present honey and wax products for shows/competition 
 

February  

Nothing as yet 
 

March  

General Meeting and Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.centralcoastbees.org/event/club-meeting-how-to-prepare-and-present-honey-and-wax-products-for-showscompetition/


President’s Report 

Dear members, 

 

Cicada’s, Cicadas, everywhere, it must be Summer!!!  

Some years louder than others, but what a wonderful sound it is. Sit back, close your eyes and 

listen. Memories of school holidays, seeming endless long hot summer days, cold watermelon 

on the beach and a swim to cool off after a hard day relaxing, all come flooding back.  

We really do have it all in Australia, and the Central Coast has a bigger share than most. So 

leave that smoker and the bees in peace on those really hot days, sit back with a cool drink 

and enjoy a terrific time of year. 

The new online membership system is being well utilized with 40 + of our own members and 

close to 500 statewide already having used the new system. There has been an unbelievable 

amount of background work put into this system, and yes, there will always be a few instances 

where glitches occur, however, on the whole it works and works well so please exhaust all ave-

nues before going down the “I am just paying in cash” path. 

Ray Isaacs and I attended an ABANSW workshop at Richmond on Sunday just past and we 

should be able to answer most questions. 

Don’t forget if you utilize the insurance offered by the ABANSW your fees need to be paid by 

31st of December or you will not have that insurance coverage. 

Also with the new system, you must be registered with the DPI as a beekeeper to be able to 

qualify for the ABA insurance policy. You can still join the club if you’re not registered with the 

DPI as not everyone has bees, however, you must have the DPI registration number to qualify 

for the insurance policy, 

Our Natural Beekeeping group is now up and running with the first meeting held a couple of 

weeks ago. There is also a specific Face Book page for the group which is called the CCABA 

Natural Beekeeping Discussion group. This is a members only group with Bridget Gibbins and 

Martjin as admins, so look it up and request to join. 

Our Central Coast regional show committee is also up and running with Martjin at the helm.  

Expect to hear the call go out for stall volunteers etc in the near future. 

Beekeeper profile this month is by long time member, Barb Elkins, and as always provides an 

interesting read. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all of you and your families a very Merry Christ-

mas and a safe and happy New Year. 

Ps. Have a look at the life cycle of a Cicada if you get a chance, they’re pretty interesting too. 

Regards 

Len Verrenkamp 

 

 

 

 



 

Club Apiarist’s report  

 

Peter Annabel — Club Apriast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beekeepers Profile  -  Barbara  Elkins 

How did you get into beekeeping? 

I started being a beekeeper when I was around 10yrs old. My Dad had a number of hives which 

our Yugoslavian gardener was terrified of. So, being an adventurous child I ended up as my fa-

ther's "right hand man". Dad was pretty allergic and   wasn't. I remember bringing swarms down 

by banging on a tin! It seemed to work and maybe I should try that again next swarming season. 

I started up again after I spoke to Jim Hubbard at the Flora Festival as I wanted something social 

that was interesting and challenging. I was becoming more of a hermit which needed to 

change. 

 
Did you have a mentor? 

My first mentor was Martin Roberts who was so helpful and patient. He created a nuc for me and 

taught me to care for it. He also taught me to be generous and encouraged me to be inventive 

by his good example.  

 
Do you have an empty super story? (something that went wrong) 

I have a really silly "empty" story. I got a call for a swarm collection, it was not a very large swarm 

and I easily got it in a box. Had a long chat with the people who had rung me. I explained all the 

ins and outs of bees, promising I would be back after dark to collect it. 

So around 10pm out I went to get it. Like a ghost in the night I carefully drove up without putting 

my lights on, carefully closed the opening, wrapped it up in a big sheet and carried it to the car 

like it was some sacred treasure. At home, I carefully put it in its place and went to bed. 

Up in the morning, suit on, opened the lid carefully-NOTHING! Some swearing but mostly laughter! 

 
Your most memorable Beekeeping moment? 

My most memorable moment was when I caught my first swarm in a bait box. I did some re-

search, then got the local men's shed to make me a design from Cornell University. 

Made some lure, smeared a little in the box, put it on my studio roof and immediately there was 

interest. It was probably a week later when I woke up and went out to check it - mass of bees 

around the entrance. YIPPEE! Left it there for a couple of weeks by which time the bees had built 

a very large colony in it. I gave it to Peter and Jackie Clarke to start their brood box for their Flow 

hive. It turned into a great hive. It wasn't long before we put the Flow box on it.   

 
The most useful gadget you have? (not inc your hive tool)  

I have 2 useful gadgets -I do like my big feather which I use as a bee brush and the gas lighter I 

use to light my smoker. 

 
What appeals to you about beekeeping? 

There are many things about beekeeping that appeal to me. I do love the camaraderie, bee-

keepers are just wonderful. They are inventive, patient, and often very funny. I also love studying 

bees. I am fascinated with the history and the science. 

 

I also love being creative both with the bees and the equipment. I enjoy doing my job as publici-

ty officer. It's a both a pleasure and a honour to be part of the world of BEES. 

 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Club equipment 

 
Price List (as of Dec 2016) 

External Front Feeders       $5.50 ea 

Full Depth Frames (unassembled and sold per 10)   $14.00 

Full Depth Frames (assembled with eyelets)    $1.50ea 

Full Depth Foundation       $2.50 per sheet 

8F Full Depth Boxes (unassembled)     $28.60ea 

8F Btm Boards (unassembled)      $21.00 

8F Telescopic Lids (Unassembled)      $19.00ea 

8F Metal Queen Excluder       $18.00ea 

Apithor         $7.00 ea 

Honey club Labels        $0.30 ea 

Plastic Jars with Lid  500gm       $0.65 ea 

 

We also have 3 - 10 frame Bottom Boards and 2 - 10 frame Lids in stock which we would 

like to sell. If you would like to buy these, please contact the Quartermaster. 

Next year we will have 2 wire framing jigs available to club members. There will be a small charge 

of  50c per frame to cover the cost of the eyelets, glue, nails and wire.  
 

Hart Peters 041 7674 687 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.co 
 

Classifieds 

 

Contact Robyn Crosland 0439406096 

 

 Members who need 20 L white food grade buckets available with lids that are cleaned but 

will need a second clean.  Priced at just $5.00 each or 5 for $20.   

 Hessian Bags $2 each 

 Please let Robyn know in advance it you require any of the above items, as Robyn does not 

always carry the stock with her or attend meetings each month.   

 

 
 

Willing to host a couple of hives 

Please contact:   

Sue-Ellen Rixon 

4/31 Lea Ave 

Wamberal 

Ph 0423802566 

 

If you have any excess equipment for sale or are looking for gear, place a for sale or wanted ad 

in the newsletter’s classified section.   Just send the full details in an email to Maria and she will 

add it to the next newsletter.   It’s free, however, it must be related to beekeeping or honey.     



 

 

 

 

 

 
2016 Mentors  

Name Contact number  
Phone  assistance 
only please tick box 

Areas you are prepared to 
travel to for hive inspections 

Stewart Suesse 0412704167   telephone assistance 

Maria Glabus 0432683734   
Northern end of coast , Toukley to 
Morisset 

Susan Zgraja 43891874   All Areas 

Barry Eslick 43325797 0414769337   All Areas, Warre Specialist 

Brian Sawyer 43822366 0418965630   
Avoca, Terrigal, Bensville, Kincum-
ber, Macmasters ,Killcare 

Tony Vanden Hoogen gyro14u@gmail.com   Ourimbah & surrounds 

Ray Isaacs 0433393901   
Davistown, Greenpoint ,Sarratoga 
Kincumber 

Johan deKock 0423399567   Matcham , Holgate,  Erina 

Barbara Elkins 0419742388   Long Jetty , Terrigal 

Mathew Douglass 0450704017 Outside school hours 
Davistown , Avoca,  Sarratoga,  
Kincumber 

Toni Mitchell 0413401985   Ourimbah to Bateau Bay Areas 

mailto:gyro14u@gmail.com


 

Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales 

 

Hayley Pragert has been appointed as the Bee Biosecurity Officer for New South Wales.  

Hayley Pragert 

Bee Biosecurity Officer 

Biosecurity and Food Safety 

New South Wales Department of Primary IndustriesBee Biosecurity Program 

161 Kite Street, Orange NSW 2800 

T: 02 6391 3652  

M: 0438 677 195  

E: hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity 

 

 

Equipment Officer 

Hart Peters 

hartmut.peters@bigpond.com 

0417674687 

 

Equipment Officer—Extraction Equipment 

Steve Calcroft 

stevecalcroft@live.com.au 

0478142662 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hayley.pragert@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity


 

Current Resources—CCABA Library  

 

 

 

1 Field Guide to Eucalypts Volume 1 Brooker & Klienig 

2 Honeybee Cemocracy  Thomas D Seeley 

3 Planting Native Trees on Farms Catchment Management Authority 

4 Thorsons Bee Health (2 copies)  Hasnan Walsi 

5 Research Report 1980 - 1995 

Honeybee Research & Development 

council 

6 Bussy Bees a Sparkle Book Glenn Johnstone 

7 Queen Rearing L.E Snelgrove 

8 ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture A.I.Root 

9 Native Bees of Sydney Region Anne Dollin & Partners 

10 Swarming it's control and Prevention L.E Snelgrove 

11 The hive and the honeybee Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth 

12 Legend of the hive Maria Owsianka 

13 Bee Friendly Mark Leech 

14 Honey and Pollen Flora Alan Clemson 

15 The beekeepers Handbook Roger. A. Morse 

16 The Complete Handbook of Beekeeping Herbert Mace 

17 Better Beekeeping Kim Flottum 

18 Breeding the Honeybee Brother Adam 

19 The Honeybee James. L. Gould 

20 Bees Biology & Management Peter. G. Kevan 

21 

Introduction to Australian Native bees 2nd edi-

tion Dr  Anne Dollin (in folder) 

22 Beecraft 2004 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

23 Beecraft 2006 collection of editorials British Beekeeping association 

24 A Wprld without Bees Alison Mc Cullum 

25 Beekeeping in New Zealand B.P. Marris 

26 Honey Business Fred Benecke 

27 Foul Brood Desease of Honey Bees FERA 

28 Managing varroa FERA 



 

29 Five hundred answers to bee questions A.I.Root 

30 Backyard bees Doug Purdie 

31 Bees and Honey Joy Lau 

32 Build your own bee keeing equipment Tony Pisano 

33 Bees and Mankind John B. Free 

34 bee keeping in Victoria D.F. Langridge 

35 Bees I. Khalifman 

36 The immigrant Bees Peter Barrett 

37 Honey in Bees in Australia Tarlton Rayment 

38 Bees and Honey Roger Mott 

39 

Backyard bee keeping in Australia and New 

Zealand C.N. Smithers 

40 The bee Book Peter Warhurst & roger Goebel 

41 Australian Stingless Bees John Klumpp 

42 The Beekeepers Lament Hannah Nordhaus 

43 Honey Flora S.T. Blake and C. Roff 

44 The Buzz about bees Jurgen Tautz 

45 Two million blossoms Kirsten S. Traynor, M.S. 

46 Honey, Nature's golden healer Gloria Havenhand 

47 Curative properties of Honey and bee venom N. Yoirish 

48 Top bar beekeeping Les Crowder & Heather Harrell 

49 Contemporary Queen Rearing Harry H. Laidlaw. Jr 

50 Beekeeing for all Abbe Warre 

51 How to keep bees and sell honey Walter T. Kelly 

52 Beginning in bees NSW Dept Agriculture 

53 Honey Cookbook Peter russell Clarke 

54 Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure R.B. Gulliford 

55 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

56 

Bee Keeping for business & Pleasure (with 

tapes) R.B. Gulliford 

57 The Honey Flow Kylie Tennant 

58 Boxes to bar hives Trevor Weatherhead 

59 The bee friendly beekeeper David Heaf 

60 Bees: Karl Von Frisch 

61 Beekeeping the gentle craft John F. Adams 

62 Guide to bees and honey Ted Hooper 

63 The Australian Beekeeping Manual Robert Owen 

64 The Bee  Friendly Garden Doug Purdie 



 

Equipment list for catching swarms 

The swarm list for this year is published in this edition.   

One of the keys to safe and efficient swarm collection is preparation. Swarms can be there one 

minute and gone the next so if you keep the equipment listed below in your car or packed up 

and readily accessible, when that call comes in you’re ready to go. 

At a minimum you will need the following: 

 Swarm box 

 Spray bottle full of water or fresh sugar syrup 

 Pruning saw 

 Pair of secateurs 

 Roll of duct tape 

 Bee suit, veil, gloves  

 Step ladder (optional and self-explanatory) 

 Bee brush 

 Somewhere to put your swarm once you have it in a box. 

 Smoker (optional, pls refer to comment) 

 Sense of humour 

 

Swarm box: 

This can be anything from a full hive to a cardboard box, as long as it has the following attributes: 

Big enough to hold 4 or 5 frames of foundation (no drawn comb), best if the frames don’t sit on 

the bottom of the box and there is some space under the lid or you will squash bees. A secure lid 

that can be removed and replace. 

An opening at one end and towards the bottom (say 30mm in diameter) that can be closed off.   

Ventilation, 3 or 4 off 30mm diameter holes with some fly screen over them work well. Remember 

this box must be able to be sealed so the bees cannot escape when in your car, but still have 

ventilation so they don’t overheat.  

The lighter the better for swarm boxes, makes it much easier to hold them up underneath swarms 

or jam into trees, on top of letter boxes, under stairs etc. 

The swarm can generally stay in this box for a week of two if required, however they could quick-

ly outgrow it once brood starts to hatch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Spray bottle 

Any clean spray bottle will do, it’s used to wet the cluster down before dropping them into your 

swarm box. It tends to make them hang together better and also gives them a drink before they 

get locked into their new box whilst you take it home.  

 
Pruning saw and secateurs 

Great for removing a branch a swarm is hanging on or branches that are in the way  

 
Roll of duct tape (not black) 

The handiest piece of equipment in your kit. I use a cloth backed tape that’s 50mm wide and is 

easy to tear off, the tape can be used for sealing up holes, holding a box in position whilst the 

bees go inside, I have even used it to make a bridge for the bees to walk across to the box once 

we had the queen and most of the bees inside when they were clustered over a letter box.  

 
Bee suit, veil, gloves 

 

Bee brush  

 

Somewhere to put your swarm 

Sounds obvious, however if you already have bees in one place don’t put a swarm with them, 

swarms need to be quarantined for two brood cycles or about 6 weeks and then inspected for 

disease before placing in your apiary.  
 

Smoker 

You will notice this is listed as optional, by all means take it with you, however it is rare to need to 

smoke a swarm, bees are generally quite docile when in swarm mode as they do not have a 

home to protect. 

The exception is if you come across a swarm that have been settled long enough in one spot to 

start building comb for the queen to lay in, then you will probably need to smoke the bees as 

they will be protective of their brood etc as this could be regarded as an established colony. 

In the meantime, watch the video on the link below and this will give you an idea on how to deal 

with an easy swarm and become a bee whisperer.. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU  
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeAd1K7rWJU


Editor’s Last Words 

 

Cranky bees and just more cranky bees.  For the last two months and last two openings my bees 

have been cranky.  No nectar!  There has been signs of pollen though.  The Sydney Gum or Ap-

ple Gum in our areas has been flowering, but producing very little in the way of pollen.  Hence 

cranky bees.  Last weekend, I open up Hive number 5—a swarm collected earlier in the swarm-

ing season.  It was a bit slow to start, but has gone from strength to strength.  Opened it during 

the month of October, thinking that there been plenty of activity, bees in and out all day long I 

thought I’d soon be extracting.  But nothing.  I moved full brood frames into the second super, 

gave the queen some room to move.  But all during the inspection, the bees bounced off my 

suit, found a weakness in the amour and a number of stings later I could have howled in pain.  

On to Hive number 6, once again a swarm collected, drawn out the bottom brood box in about 

a week, and therefore soon after added a second super.  Queen producing strong, but very little 

honey in the supers.  Few more stings, quickly reassembled the hive and left, Cranky bees.  Left 

the hives for about a month.  Within seconds of opening the hives, again bees attacking.  Closed 

up hive.  Next hive similar story.   

A few days later my elderly neighbor, who is just fabulous and enjoys watching the bees from her 

dining room each morning as she eats breakfast, was out gardening.  All I could hear hear was, 

“Get Away!”.  Ooops, few minutes later I hear the fly spray being used.  She was out the back, 

clearing some rubbish and leaf litter.  The bees normally don’t bother her.  But on this occasion, it 

was enough.  Cranky, hungry bees.   

The hives are usually well behaved.  But going hungry has really impacted on the bees.  I’ve now 

started to feed the bees.  It was not a pleasant experience being around the bees that are 

cranky and hungry.  It also hasn't helped the erratic weather or hot humid days and cool nights 

with windy days.  Just not good flying conditions for bees or for the blooms to hold the nectar.   

I opened  the hives up again this weekend.  Thinking that re-queening 3 hives will at least settle 

down the hives.  Yes I know that I need to wait for the current generations to die out.   

Thursday night at the club house, the club aparist, was standing by the ute doing deals.  It felt a  

deal going down.  I brought my three queens.  

I organised an early leave from work to spend the afternoon working the hives to get these new 

queens in.  Hive 5 opened and I waited for the onslaught. Nothing! Not a single cranky bee.  The 

afternoon before I had feed the bees a watery syrup.  It must be working.  I was in two minds 

about re-queening.   

I have never seen the queen in this hive.  Over the next 45 minutes, shaking out each frame of 

bees onto a white backdrop looking for the queen.  No presence of the royal member.   I added 

the new queen.  It is now a wait and see.   

Hive 6—again another tense moment. the hive opened, no attacks.  Pulled out the first frame, 

located the queen immediately.  A pretty dark specimen.  Thanked her for her work and then 

closed the fingers around her to squeeze the life from her.  Her abdomen opened up, she was 

now mortally wounded. I placed her back into the hive to alarm the workers that the queen was 

dying.  Added the new queen.   

 

 

 



 

Hive 2—a split, that I created that appeared to have produced a number of queens or rather a 

fertilized worker who produced hundreds of drones.  This hive was struggling, numbers still strong  

but dead bees appearing outside.  This was right to re-queen.  No signs of new eggs or larva.  No 

presence of the queen.  Shaking out hundreds of bees onto a white backdrop just to be sure, but  

nothing! 

Saturday morning, all things looked as the day before.  But hive 2, things were happening.  I can 

only imagine that the new queen has given the orders for a clean.    

I will wait a few days before I open the hives again to check the queens.   

I’ve written before about re-queening and the role of the queen.  An empire under attack, the 

scenes of chaos, bringing out the dead. It’s like a movie scene from some historical blockbuster 

Hollywood movie.  

So now to more seasonal notes. Over the weekend, I experienced another year of the Carols at 

the House (the Opera House).   

Sitting in the audience and watch and listening to the choir and orchestra working in union to 

produce stunning reworks of old Christmas corals.  Both choir and orchestra all dressed in black.  

Some 500 members of the choir, tenors, sopranos, youth choir, new members alongside with the 

orchestra.  Closing my eyes to hear the sounds that bounce around the concert hall.  It so re-

mainds me of the activity of the hive.  Actors or performers coming and going from the centre 

stage, but the choir and orchestra working together.  The buzz within and around the hall was 

palatable.  Seeing the choir work in union, breathe, sing, notes, breathe.  Not a note out of tune.  

Seeing and hearing  this was like the workings of a hive.  Musicians have to stay at the top if their 

fields. Practising, staying healthy, eating well.  Practising some more.  Well, we see bees practic-

ing, their orientation flights, eating well (nectar and pollen). You would certainly not pay for a 

product if the musicians and choir struggled to produce the necessary music.   

Be kind to your bees over this coming summer season.  Think of your bees. Is there enough pollen 

and nectar about? Are the numbers strong? Is there evidence of sickness, disease or pests 

about? If you are re-queening, thank the queen for her services and her life.   

Drink, eat well (of course in moderation), sleep, catch up on family and friends.  Be safe and en-

joy the festival season for those who celebrate the coming events.   

 

Barack Obama on the Meaning of Christmas at “Christmas in Washington” 

December 9, 2012 

And that’s really what Christmas is all about. Each of us is incredibly blessed in so many ways. But 

those blessings aren’t just meant to be enjoyed -- they’re meant to be used and shared with 

those who have less. The Christian faith teaches us that on this day a child was born so that we 

might have eternal life. And at the heart of many of the world’s great religions is the idea that 

we’re all better off when we treat our brothers and sisters with the same love and compassion 

that we want for ourselves.  

I think we can extend this to all living things.   

M. Glabus– CCABA Editor 



Natural Beekeeping Information/discussion evening  

22nd November  at Gosford Ag House. 

We were delighted to have 19 people attend the first information/discussion group to highlight 

the other, alternative bee friendly methods of beekeeping. 

The evening began with Barry welcoming and thanking everyone for coming.  

We were pleased to see so many people interested in finding out and sharing their ideas on sus-

tainable bee keeping with the bee’s welfare in mind methods, rather than just harvesting honey. 

Barry demonstrated the Warre system & how it works.  

He gave an overview of the history of the Warre hives and how they originated some 400 years 

ago. They were adapted by a monk, Abbe Warre in the 1900’s and that method is still being 

used today. 

 
Beetle Trap  

Beetle traps using soapy water, DE, lime or vegetable oil to capture the beetles. The bees also 

herd the beetles causing them to fall into the traps (they also grab hold of them and destroy the 

beetles themselves too), beetles will also try to hide when exposed to light then falling into the 

traps, a great way of managing these pests without using chemicals. 

 
Landing boards 

Landing boards are wider, allowing the bees easier access and also allowing them the ability to 

ventilate the hive. 

 
Quilt Box 

The quilt box is designed to absorb moisture from the hive but still allow ‘nest heat’ to remain. 

In nature, in the wild, bees build their hives in a downward direction. Storing honey at the top. 

Warre systems emulate this method by putting boxes underneath, on the bottom, when adding 

further room for the hive to grow. This is called nadiring. 

 
Frames 

The frames in the Warre do not have wires or foundation. This allow the bees to make their comb 

to their colony requirements, not ours. Also, it can be easily removed when harvesting for honey 

or honeycomb by just running a knife down the sides of the frames. The frames can then be 

placed back into the hive and the bees will build on them again with fresh comb. This also elimi-

nates the concern that diseases will be transferred as the comb is always built fresh by the colo-

ny. 

 
Re Queening 

The colony makes their own Queens, when they feel that they need to. Either in swarm mode or 

when a new Queen is required. This ensures the colony is completely in sync with one another as 

they have all evolved with one another in that area. 

 
Extractor 

Barry demonstrated his home-made extractor which he based on the principle of a fruit press. 

This also allows for wax to be harvested to be used for such things as balms, candles or whatever. 

 
Solar Wax Melter 

Jim Mahoney demonstrated his home made Solar wax melter. Thank you, Jim. 

Honeycomb tasting straight from the hive was offered around to everyone. Delicious! 

Questions and general discussion then by all, with the group finishing at 9pm. 

We’re wanting to discuss further methods in the future, such as Long box, Flow hives and others 

at another time to be arranged. 

 

An excellent informal evening had by all. 

Thank you. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


